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BRIEFS 


ARMS THEFT ARRESTS--Posadas, (NA-DYN)--Sixty heavily-armed national border 
guards, backed up by two helicopters, arrested two youths here yesterday and 
seized two boxes full of guns and ammunition. The spectacular operation acted 
on local Federal Judge Marcial Toledo's search warrant grant. The youths, 
aged 18 and 22, are believed to be linked to the robbery of a gunshop in the 
city of San Martin, Buenos Aires on 2 January. Five other people were picked 
up on last Thursday in connection with the theft; the youths, charged with 
"possession of large-calibre weapons," surrendered without putting up 
resistance. Local court sources say the case has "no political implications," 
but think the youths might be members of a "larger organization involved in 
arms trafficking." [Text] [Buenos Aires BUENOS AIRES HERALD in English 

13 Jan 85 p 9 PY] 


HUMAN RIGHTS GROUP TO OPPOSE PROMOTIONS--(NA)--The Centre of Legal and Social 
Studies (CELS) will question the proposed promotions oi four Army and two 

Navy officers allegedly involved in violations of human rights during the 
former military regime, CELS chairman Emilio Mignone said yesterday. Mignone 
said CELS will make a presentation to the Senate committee studying the promo- 
tions proposed by the executive branch claiming one of the Navy officers was 
connected with the clandestine detention centre at the Navy Mechanics school 
(ESMA) and two of the Army officers with the so-called Maria Belen massacre. 
Mignone said CELS was also opposed to the appointment of Colonel Mohamed 
Seineldin as military attache to the embassy in Panama, as this might endanger 
Argentina's neutrality policy in Central America. The CELS chairman said the 
presentation to the Senate, to be made next week, would be an indirect hint 

to President Raul Alfonsin to review the proposed promotions. He said Navy 
Captain Jose Maria Arriola was head of ESMA in 1982 and Navy Captain Roberto 
Pertussio was head of the Mar del Plata submarine school in 1976 when it also 
operated as a clandestine detention centre. The two officers are expected to 
be promoted to rear-admirals. Lieutenant Colonels Oscar Bianchi and Athos 
Gustavo Rhenes were connected with the Maria Belen massacre, in which 29 
political prisioners were killed while being transferred to a prison in For- 
mosa. The two may be up for promotion to colonels. Colonel Antonio Fichera 
was head of an artillery battalion in Ciudadela which controlled two clandes- 
tine detention centres and Colonel Julio Cesar Durand was involved in the 1980 
coup which ousted Bolivian President Lidia Gueiler. Both would be promoted 

to brigadier generals, Mignone said. Text} [{Buenmws Aires BUENOS AIRES 
HERALD in English 11 Jan 85 p 7 PY] 




















POSTAL STRIKE EFFECTS--(NA-DYN) --The delivery of 10 million letters is being 
delayed and 20,000 mail sacks have yet to be opened at the main Buenos Aires 
post office due to work-to-rule measures by postal clerks, an Encote! director 
Said yesterday. Edgardo Nieto said the 22-day-old protest to demand pay hikes 
has had "serious" consequences in the Federal Capital, Rosario, and Cardoba. 
He added that mail sacks are only now being opened, with priority going to 
those delayed 10 days or more and to air mail and express correspondence. 
Postal Federation (Foecyt) union leaders and government officials have failed 
to reach an agreement in the last three weeks. Though Encotel has okayed a 
pay hike, the Labour Ministry has refused to authorize the agreement. 

[Excerpt] [Buenos Aires BUENOS AIRES HERALD in English 16 Jan 85 p 7 Py] 


CSO: 3300/9 
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BAHAMAS 


REPORTAGE ON CAPITAL, FOREIGN DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 


Pindling Address in Miami 


4 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 7 Dec 84 pl 
[Article by Coiin Higgins] 


{Text } APPLICATIONS from foreign investors for new projects in the Bahamas 
are being approved "on the order of about 20 a month and our efficiency level 
in dealing with these applications is also improving," Prime Minister Sir 


Lynden Pindling told the Eighth Miami Conference on Trade, Investment and 
Development at the Hyatt Regency Hotel toda;. 


"Qur objective is to create an economy based on the motivation of Bahamians to 
invest in their own country and the active encouragement of our friends trom 
overseas to join them and do the same," delegates from the Caribbean and the 


United States were told. 


A large Florida fruit grower recently agreed to develop 20,000 acres on Abaco, 
Sir Lynden said. 


Sir Lynden said that income from tourism, "the largest single sector of the 
economy of the Bahamas," in 1984 will amount to approximately $750 million. 


Tourism has the same potential for other small Caribbean island nations, Sir 
Lynden said. 


"The successful tourist industry of the Bahamas and the consequential economic 
and social benefits for its people are an example for the region of the bene- 
ficial effects which foreign capital invested in the tourist and resort indus- 
try can have on a developing country," said Sir Lynden. 


"And the affinity which the people of the Bahamas have for the people of the 
United States can be attributed to the constant cultural and social inter- 
change of people generated by that industry." 


The speaker said he believes there is "no surer guarantor” of the successful 
economic development of the nations of the Caribbean, including the Bahamas, 
than the continued investment of foreign captial in the tourist and resort 


industry. 

















He said tourism has emerged as one of the most important "cash crops" of many 
Caribbean countries. "It trades on the few natural resources available to it, 
and the relative ease of getting into it has made it particularly attractive," 
he said. 


"I am therefore convinced that the continued investment of United States 
private capital in the tourist industry in our region can constitute the basis 
for the most permanent bonds of friendship between our peoples thereby provid- 
ing opportunities for complimentary economic advantages and for social and 
cultural exchange between peoples of similar heritage and values," Sir Lynden 
told the conference. 


Notwithstanding the "major success" achieved in tourism, he said, "the Bahamas 
still affords the most attractive opportunities for private capital investment 
in the resort industry in our region." 


In listing "the ten main advantages of the Bahamas as a tourist destination," 
the Prime Minister said exit interviews with over 6,000 tourists over the last 
18 months "tell us that the second most Satisfactory aspect of their visit, 
after the enjoyable weather, was the friendliness of the Bahamian people." 


Research conducted regularly amongst travel agents indicates that "our people 
are felt to be much more welcoming to tourists than elsewhere," conference 
delegates were told. 


Sir Lynden said new strategies have to be devised "to exploit this potential 
more fully and thereby continue the pace of economic development to provide 
additional employment opportunities for our people. 


"This means new investment," he said. 


"And in attracting foreign investment we hold the view that few considerations 
are as important as monetary stability. Resisting the temptation to attempt 
to solve the problems of economic growth by resorting to monetary expansion, 
we have steadfastly held to a policy of strict fiscal and monetary 
discipline." 


More on Pindling Speech 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 8 Dec 84 p 1 
[Text] "MY GOVERNMENT regards industrial development as the primary vehicle 
for economic expansion and sustained development over the long haul," Prime 
Minister Sir Lynden Pindling told the Eighth Miami Conference on Trade, In- 
vestment and Development yesterday. 
Speaking to Caribbean and American delegates at Miami's Hyatt Regency Hotel, 
the Bahamian head of state said industrial development in the Bahamas is still 


in "the formatives stages." 


Most of Sir Lynden's address, however, concentrated on the tourism industry. 








He stated: "The Bahamas has for more than 30 years been committed to the pro- 
motion of the tourist industry as her principal means of economic development. 


"We have devised strategies affording financial concessions as incentives to 
attract capital to tourist development such as the Hotel Encouragement Act, 
which applies to the Bahamas generally, and the Hawksbill Creek legislation, 
which provides incentives for investment in Freeport on the island of ‘and 
Bahama. 


"We have permitted the introduction of casino gambling on a limited scale as 
an appendage to hotel development to provide a source of national income and 
as an important recreational facility of the resort industry. 


"We have created a Government-owned Hotel Corporation which has very wide 
powers to extend and improve the hotel and resort industry." 


Later, after mentioning his Government's attitude towards industrial develop- 
ment, the speaker said: "The Hawksbill Creek legislation which I referred to 
earlier created a free trade zone in Freeport, Grand Bahama and another free 
trade zone is now being established in Nassau, New Providence. 


"In these trade zones," he said, "which will be complete with bonded warehouses 
and exposition facilities, the Bahamas will go into business as a country where 
can be done the business of manufacturing and assemblying of goods from printed 
electronic circuits to consumer goods and where other enterprises like data 

processing and working with computers can be conducted in a secure atmosphere." 


Project Status Report 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 8 Dec 84 pp 1, 12 
[Article by Athena Damianos] 


[Text] GOVERNMENT spent less than half of the $39 million that was supposed 
to be used for capital development this year. 





The Budget Estimates for 1985 also shows that of the $313,917,516 allocated 
for capital development in 1983, it is estimated that only $145,186,938 was 
actually spent. 


“This vear, $39,015,874 was to for 1984. $1 million spent. 





be spent on capital develop- 
ment. But, it is estimated that 
only $17,041,932 - less than half 
of the approved estimate - will 
have been spent by year’s end. 

The approved expenditure for 
capital development in 1985 1s 
$65 million. This will have to be 
borrowed. 

The following are some 





Estimated expenditure for 1985, 
$4 million. Sir Lynden has 
proposed a five cent tax in- 
crease on a gallon of gasoline 
next year to help pay for road 
maintenance. This will bring the 
tax up to 30 cents per gallon. 
Coral Harbour Base Devel- 
; Approved estimate for 
1984, $292,000. Revised 
Estimated expenditure during 
1985, $350,000. 
*Parclase of patrel craft: 
Approved estimate for 1934, 





$1,025,000. Revised estimated 
expenditure, $80,000. Estimated 
expenditure during 1985, 
$730,000. 

Redevelopment of Rawson 
Square: Although $256,000 had 
been earmarked for Rawson 
Square in 1984, nothing was 
allocated to the project. Gov- 
ernment estimates it will use the 
money next year. 

*Power Supply, Family 

Islands: Approved estimates for 
1984, $2 million. Revised 
estimate expenditure, $50,000. 
Estimated expenditure during 
1985, $1,250,000. 
_ Waterfront Development 
(presumably at East Bay): 
Approved estimate for 1984, 
$100,000. Revised estimated 
expenditure, 0. Estimated 
expenditure during 1985, 
$50,000. 

*Street Lighting, New Pro- 
vidence: Approved estimate for 
1984, $100,000. Revised 
estimated expenditure, 0. 
Estimated expenditure during 
1985, $200,000. 

*Improvement of public 
buildings: Approved estimate 
for 1984, $300,000. Revised 
estimated expenditure, 
$178,000. Estimated expen- 
diture during 1985, $600,000. 

*Proposed Parliamentary 
complex: Approved estimate for 
1984, $10,000. Estimated 
expenditure, 0. Estimated 
expenditure during 1985, 0. 

*Parks and grounds: 
Approved estimate for $1984, 


$50,000. Estimated 
expenditure, 0. Es- 
timated expenditure 
during 1985, $25,000. 

*Police transporta- 
tion equipment: Ap- 
proved estimates for 
1984, $200,000. Re- 
vised estimate, $200- 
000. Estimated ex- 
penditure during 1985, 
$400,000. 


- ©Police/fire complex, Cable’ 
Beach: Nothing allocated in’ 
1984. However, Government 
has set aside $495,000 for 1985. 
¢Ministry of Health transpor- 
tation equipment: Approved 
estimate for 1984, $200,000. 
Estimated expenditure, 0. 


Estumated expenditure during 


1985, $805,000. 

*Min. Health furniture, 
furnishings and equipment: 
Approved estimate for 1984, 
$20,000. Estimated expenditure, 
0. Estimated expenditure during 
1985, $60,000. 

*Construction of psyco- 
geriatric ward, Sandilands: 
Approved estimate for 1984, 
$75,000. Estimated expenditure, 
0. Estimated expenditure during 
1985, $175,000. 

*Improvements to Prince 
George Wharf: Approved 
estimate for 1984, $10,000. 
Estimated expenditure, $10,000. 
Estimated expenditure during 
1985, $500,000. 

*Min of Ed., furniture, 
furnish.ngs and fixtures: 
Approved estimate for 1984, 
$100,000. Estimated expen- 
diture, $50,000. Estimated 
expenditure during 1985, 
$500,000. 

*Aircraft surveillance radar: 
Approved estimate for 1984, 
$558,530. Estimated expen- 
diture, $475,000. Estimated 
expenditure during 1985, 
$730,000. 

*Equipment, Produce 
Exchange: Approved estimate 
for 1984, $10,000. Estimated 
expenditure, $900. Estimated | 
expenditure during 1985, 0. : 

*Pilot food technology pro- 
cessing plant: Approved: 
estimates 1984, $150,000. 
Estimated expenditure, 0. 
Estimated expenditure during 
1985, $20,000. 

¢Packing houses and produce 
exchanges: Approved estimate 
for 1984, $30,000. Revised 
estimate expenditure, 0. 
Estimated expenditure during 
1985, $110,000. 

The following is a summary 
of what was spent by the 
various Ministries in 1984: 

Agriculture and _ Fisheries: 
Approved estimate for 1984, 
$730,000. Estimated expen. 
diture, $165,900. Estimated 
expenditure during 1985, 
$785,000. 

Aviation Department: 
Approved estimate for 1984, 
$7,151,727. Estimated expen- 
diture, $3,601,197. Estimated 
expenditure during 1985, 
$7,520,000. © 

Lands/Surveys Department: 
Approved estimates for 1984, 
$25,000. Estimated expenditure, 
$11,000. Estimated expenditure 











CSO: 


during 1985, $35,000. 

Customs Department: 
Approved estimate for 1984, 
$70,000. Estimated expenditure, 
0. Estimated expenditure during 
1985, 0. 

Ministry of Education: 
Approved estimate for 1984, 
$4,800,000. Estimated expen- 
diture, $3,043,500. Estimated 
expenditure during 1985, 
$6,900,000. 

Post Office Department: 
‘Approved estimate for 1984, 0. 
Estimated cxpenditure during 
1985, $550,000. 

Port and Marine Department: 
Approved estimates 1984, 
$80,000. Estimated expenditure, 
$10,000. Estimated’ expenditure 
during 1985, $1,175,000. 

Ministry of Health: 
Approved estimate for 1984, 
$1,881,547. Estimated expen- 
diture, $343,000. Estimated 
expenditure during 1985, 
$4,073,000r «© + - 

Ministry of Youth, Sports 
and Community: Approved 
estimate for 1984, $565,000. 
Estimated expenditure, 0. 
Estimated expenditure during 
1985, $250,000. 

Police Department: 
Approved estimate for 1984, 
$423,100. Estimated expen- 
diture, $280,000. Estimated 
expenditure for 1985, 
$1,375,000. ; 

Prisons Department: 
Approved estimate for 1984, 


3298/267 





$302,000. Estimated expen- 
diture, $107,000. Estimated 
expenditure during 1985, 
$1,446,750. 

Ministry of Works: Approved 
estimate for 1984, $10,791,500. 
Estimated expenditure, 
$3,560,054. Estimated expen- 
diture during 1985, 
$12,895,000. 

Department of Local Gov- 
ernment: Approved estimate for 
1984, $150,000. Estimated 
expenditure, $50,000. Estimated 
expenditure during !985, 
$370,000. 

Ministry of Housing and 
National Insurance: Approved 
estimates for 1984, $2,050,000. 
Estimated expenditure, 
$2,050,000. Estimated eapen- 
diture during 1985, $3,985. 

Ministry of National Securi- 
ty: Approved estimate for 1984, 
$179,000. Estimated expen- 
diture, $34,567. Estimated 
expenditure during 1985, 
$510,000. ie, 

Sundry capital expenditure: 
Approved estimate for 1984, 
$8,500,000. Estimated espen- 
diture during 1984 $3,658,114. 
Estimated expenditure during 


~ 1985, $22,050,250. 


Royal Bahamas Defence 
Force: Approved estimate for 
1984, $1,317,000. Estimated 
expenditure, $127,600. 
Estimated expenditure during 
1985, $1,080,000. 
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ARCHER RESPONDS TO MCWEENEY ON ECONOMY, PINDLING BUDGET 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 4 Dec 84 p 5 


[Letter to the Editor] 


[Text ] 


EDITOR, The Tribune. 

1 would be grateful if you 
would publish the following 
letter in your newspaper. 

The past week has been an 
important one for economic 
news. On Tuesday, November 
27th, Mr. Sean McWeeney, 
chairman of the Progressive 
Liberal Party, issued a press 
release in which he commented 
on the future economic pro- 
spects of this country. 1 would 
therefore like to comment on a 
few things that Mr McWeeney 
said. 

According to Mr McWeeney, 
“the civil service bureaucracy is 
being whipped into line.’’ If this 
is indeed so, then I am pleased. 
However, it is important for Mr 
McWeeney to know that the 
problems in the Civil Service 
have always been more political 
than administrative. Many years 
ago, the government decided 
that party affiliation and/or 
loyalty was a far more impor- 
tant consideration than ad- 
ministrative ability for promo- 
tion in the civil service, and as a 
result many of, the more able 
public servants were either de- 
nied promotion or became. so 
frustrated that they left the 
service. Secondly, and perhaps 
more importantly, the publi: 
service became so politicised 
and centrally controlled, that 
those public servants who were 
capable of making decisions, 
could not and did not make 
decisions, leaving all decisions 
10 be made by mnsmasters. 


Mr McWeeney also referred 
to the recent action by the 
government of granting perma- 
nent residence to a_ small 
number of persons - small when 
compared to the large numbers 
of persons who have applied for 
such status over the years. The 
fact that the government has 
denied thousand of persons 
their constitutional rights for as 
many as 10 years, and has 
belatedly taken some actoin, 
Ought not be a cause for much 
celebration. Only when the 
government has expeditiously 
dealt with the thousand of 
applications made between 
1974-1984, and is seen to be 
dealing with these applications 
in a manner fair to all appli- 
cants, should the Bahamian 
people believe that at last, the 
spirit and letter of the Con- 
stitution is being honoured. 

Mr McWeeney also forecasts 
a ‘‘dramatic reduction in un- 
employment’’ in the near 
future. The Bahamian people 
have been hearing optimistic 
statements like these from the 
government since independence. 
I am sure that most Bahamians 
will not be convinced by such 
statements until they see some 
real evidence that there is 
indeed a genuine expansion of 
the Bahamian economy. 

On Wednesday, November 
28th, Prime Minister Lynden 
Pindling made his first budget 
communication as Minister of 
Finance. The communication 
makes imieresting reading and 
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should be studied by all 
Bahamians who are concerned 
about the economy of the 
Bahamas. In his usual manner, 
Mr Pindling gave an upbeat and 
Optimistic picture of the 
Bahamian economy. 

According to Mr Pindling 
‘‘The Bahamian people have 
succeeded in establishing the 
Bahamas as by far, the most 
stable, prosperous ana _ pro- 
gressive island democracy in the 
western hemisphere.’’ Given the 
fact that the Prime Minister and 
his government are immersed in 
a scandal, which would have 
forced the resignation of any 
ot+ - Prime Minister and his 
government in any other island 
democracy in the western hemi- 
sphere, one wonders just how 
progressive the Bahamian peo- 
r'. are. If the Bahamas was 
indeed a progressive democracy, 
Mr Pindling would have ceased 
to be Prime Minister after the 
uetails of his sordid financial 
affairs became known in June. 

Mr Pindling’s optimism for 
the Bahamian economy seems 
based in part on international 
economic events. Said Mr 
‘ idling, ‘‘The prospects for 
the world economy appear to be 
good as the recovery which 
began in early 1983 
strengthened in 1984.’ Appar- 
ently Mr Pindling sees the rest 
of the world through the same 
rose coloured spectacles 
through which he sees our 
‘*progressive democracy.’’ On 
the very day that Mr Pindling 
delivered his budget com- 
munication, the United States 
Government announced that its 
list of leading economic in- 
dicators had showed a signifi- 
cant decline. Morgover, this had 
been the third decline in these 
indicators in the last five 
months and they indicate a 
serious and substantial decline 
in the United States economy. 
Earlier in the week, Sheik 
Yamani, the chief spokesman 
for OPEC predicted an increase 
in oil prices in 1985. Also, 
during the first three days of the 
week, the US Treasury De- 
partment unveiled its new tax 
plan to ‘reform’ the US Tax 
System, and the Budget De- 
partment unveiled its options to 
reduce the deficit. The options 
revealed by the Budget De- 
partment were described as 











‘draconian.’ All of these 
measures taken together in- 
dicate some serious problems 
for the US economy in 1985, 
and should not give one cause 
for great optimism. 

Because of its dominant role 
in the world economy, there 
does not appear to be any 
reason that the rest of the world 
should fare any better than the 
United States. It is a fact that 
the US recovery in 1984 was not 
strong enough to pull the world 
economy with it, and with the 
slow down in the US economy, 
which has already begun, it is 
doub:ful that 1985 will see any 
substantial turn around in the 
economics of the remainder of 
the nations of the world. ; 

Mr Pindling revealed that one 
quarter of the country’s expen- 
diture, the sum of $105.24 
million, will go towards servic- 
ing the public debt. This is a 
staggering sum, and suddenly 
servicing the public debt has 
become the main priority of the 
government. This sum is likely 
to rise when the debt servicing 
for the Cable Beach Hotel 
becomes due, and should the 
government proceed with its 
intention to borrow the money 
for its Capital Development 
projects. While I don’t want to 
sound alarmist about servicing 
the publ'- debt, I think it is time , 
that Bahamians should begin to | 
question whether the borrowing | 
is for employment creation. 
projects, or whether the bor- 
rowing is for ‘prestigious’ pro- 
jects, which makes the govern- ' 
ment look good, but which have 
very little real impact on the 
nation’s unemployment pro- 
blem. : 

Mr Pindling also commented 
on the large sum of money 
which goes to pay the salary 
and benefits of public officers. 
The government has only itself 
to blame for this unsatisfactory 
state of -affairs, for it was 
warned by the Trade Unions 
that its practice of expanding 
the public service prior to 
elections - for reasons whi 
should be obvious to all - would 
one day become a serious strain 
on the country’s expenditure. 
Since the government always 
maintained that its election was 
more important than future 
budgetary problems, it ignored 
the unions advice and employed 
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many more persons. Bahamians 
might not be aware of the fact, 
but public services employment 
increased by approximately sev- 
enty percent (70%) between 
1978 and 1984, without a 
corresponding increase in 
efficiency ar i productivity. 

Mr Pindling’s new taxes, 
‘modest’ as he calls them, are 
likely to have a more than 
modest effect on the living 
standards of our people. When 
the new budget taxes are added 
to the increased National Insur- 
ance contributions which began 
in July, the amount taken out 
of the people’s expendable in- 
come, will be substantial. 

As is his style, Mr Pindling 
was not ‘up front’ on the new 


‘taxes. He would not come out 


and say that he needed the exira 
taxes to help service the na- 
tional debt. Instead, he sought 
to remove those ‘cumbersome 
fractions’, which give us so 
much trouble when calculating 
import duties. What a 
fraudulent excuse! Surely Mr 
Pindling knows that we would 
find it easier to calculate thirty 
percent (30%) than thirty five 
percent (35%). After all, 
thirty-five percent still leaves us 


with the ‘troublesome fracton’ 


of 7/20. In any event, almost 
everyone uses the electronic 
calculator these days and the 
calculator does not find frac- 


‘ tions ‘cumbersome’ or difficult. 


The 5 cent a gallon on gas 
will mean more than a small 
increase in the cost of gas. Gas 
is a basic product, and is an 
ingredient in almost every good 
and service produced in the 
Bahamas. The impact of this 
new charge will be passed on to 
the consumer who can expect 
increased charges for transpor- 
tation and other services. 

But again, what is the reason 
given for this new tax? We are 
told that this money will be 
used to improve our roads. 
Many Bahamians thought that 
the more than six million 
dollars paid annually for car 
licences and drivers licences 
were to be used for this 
purpose, it would not surprise 
me if the new money raised by 
the gasoline tax, is similarly not 
used for road works. 

The mew landing fees at the 
airport, and new charges a! our 
hospital, amounts not disclosed 
in the budget commurucation, 
wil empact directly on the 
commer. The saccosrd oe 
vigiience by 
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officers, will take away one of 
the escape valves used by our 
people to reduce their living 
costs. I believe that most 
Bahamians are prepared to pay 
their custom duties, provided 
members of parliament and 
their families are also going to 
pay theirs: It is patently unfair 
for someone who is already the 
recipient of much largesse from, 
the public treasury, to attempt 
to use their privilege to evade 
their civic duty. Lead us by 
example Mr Pindling, and many 
of us will follow. 


Mr Pindling recognizes that 
the involvement of three 
socio-economic groups are 
essential for their functioning of 
a democracy. I hope that these 
are not mere words, for the 
record has been that the Pindl- 
ing administration has rarely 
sought the advice of any group 


‘outside the government when 


devising its policies. If, howev- 
er, Mr Pindling is simply using 
these words because they make 
good listening and reading, then 
there will be little change in our 
economic situation, which, 
while it is better than some, still 
leaves much to be desired. 


Finally, nowhere in the 
budget is there any plan un- 
veiled which will have a direct 
significant impact on the 
country’s most pressing eco- 
nomic problem - unemploy- 
ment. The new construction 
envisaged will simply, re-employ 
some of these construction 
workers, who have been 
occasionally employed during 
the year. Very little or no hope 
is held out for the approximate- 
ly 5,000 young people who left 
school in June, and for the 
estimated 30,000 who are per- 
manently unemployed. Unless 
some significant action is taken 
to help these persons, the social 
costs to our nation will be 
disastrous. 


Mr Pindling’s budget is more 
a ‘hold the line’ budget, than 
the dynamic innovative budget 
that we were. led to expect. 
Perhaps, given the myriad of 
problems and psychic shocks 
that the nation experienced in 
1984, this was the best that we 
could expect. Still it is not good 
enough. 


; 4 Leonard Archer 
[TUC secretary general] 


Nassac, 
December 3, 1984. 
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BAHAMAS 


HANNA IN BUDGET DEBATE OPPOSES IMPORT TAX INCREASES 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 13 Dec 84 pp 1, 4 
[Article by Athena Damianos] 


[Text] FORMER DEPUTY Prime Minister Arthur Hanna today spoke out against the 
proposed two-and-a-half per cent tax increase on imports and raised questions 
about the legality of opening a road fund on money raised from a gas tax 
increase. 


Mr Hanna said that it is not consitutionally possible to have any fund other 
than the Consolidated Fund. He also disclosed that no provision has been made 
for servicing the $65 million that Government intends to borrow in January 

for capital development that year. 


While Mr Hanna was critical of some areas of the 1985 Budget, he said he would 
support it. He also congratulated Prime Minister Lynden Pindling for being 
able to work together a Budget in such a short time. 


Mr Hanna, who resigned from Cabinet in October, at times became philosophical 
about his involvement with the PLP. 


"T take all responsibility for what the Government has done in the past be- 
cause I have been in the forefront of every single thing the Government did 
over the past 17/18 years," Mr Hanna, who resigned from Cabinet in October, 
said. Mr Hanna was also Minister of Finance. 


Mr Hanna said that he has received his share of criticism from Government over 
the years and felt he was often ahead of his time. For instance, he said that 
when he advocated Independence, he was criticised by many of his collegues. 


Mr Hanna said he was "not the conservative type” and the Prime Minister is 
more conservative than he. However, he feels that the Prime Minister still 
understands Him better than anyone else in the PLP. He said that at times 
the PLP was too conservative for him. However, Mr Hanna made it clear that 
his loyalty lies with the PLP. He said that although there will be new gov- 
ernments, he couldn't believe that the FNM would ever be in power. He didn't 
think the FNM was "worthy" of forming the Government. 














"One of the things that I pride myself in is that there is no living soul here 
today that has a greater pride in the Bahamas and Bahamians than me...and there 
is no living soul who has fought so hard for the Bahamas," Mr Hanna said. 


"I say those things to show that I have always done things on deck. I have 
always been attacked by political forces, but over all those forces I have 
triumphed." 


He said: "I say truly and fairly and courageously that our own Prime Minister 
has probably done more for bringing us to the state we are at today than any 
individual. We have had our differences before about where we are heading. I 
am not the conservative type and he is a little more conservative." 


Mr Hanna felt the Prime Minister was speaking in parables. He said Sir Lynden 
was on the deck and was at the wheel full and strong. 


"T was always there too. I never went below. Not even for a nap! Through 
the storm, the wind and the waves hit me on the face. Sometimes I took the 
wheel and headed straight on. Not broadside to turn over, but straight on 
because I knew where I was going," he said. 


Mr Hanna said that the 1985 Budget is not perfect, but he nevertheless con- 
gratulated the Prime Minister "because he's doing his best." 


"The Budget on the face of it is indeed a balanced budget, as has been the 
policy of the Government for some time to bring to the House a balanced 
Budget." 


However, Mr Hanna said he wanted to give a word of caution. 


"T wish to have it explained to me the apparent shift in philosophy regarding 
the whole question of taxation. (PLP) philosophy has always been to tax 
those who are able to pay and ease the burden of tax on those who can least 
afford it." 


Mr Hanna “‘didn’t think’’ the that and at the same time give 
2% per cent ‘‘sweep across the significant concessions to 
board’’ tax increase on imports .American businessmen making 
was intended to be ‘‘as sweep- money in the Bahamas.”’ Mr 
ing as this...because what it did, Hanna was presumably refer- 
it caught everything.” ring to the Prime Minister's 

He said that in previous proposal to return the Stamp 
years, Government lowered the Tax and Harbour’s Due fees to 
tax on certain basic food items the existing level. These taxes 
and baby products, and elimi- were increased early this year 
nated the tax on medicines. when Mr Hanna was Minister 

“This is a mistake and I still of Finance. 
think we have time to correct Mr Hanna referred to Sir 
it,’ he said. Lynden’s ‘proposal to put 

Mr Hanna said he is not in money raised from the five cent 
possession of the full facts, and tax increase per gallon of gas in 
it could be that he has made a a separate fund for road re- 
mistake. pairs. He said that it is not 

“But, I certainly don’t think constitutionally possible to have 
that it is intended to tax baby a separate fund. 
food and diapers and things hke Mr Hanna said that in [972 
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prior to Independence, it was 
decided that the country would 
only have one fund, i.e. the 
Consolidated Fund and that 
there couldn’t be a separate 
fund. 


Mr Hanna said it ‘‘doesn’t 
look like’’ Sir Lynden would set 
up the fund in 1985. He said Sir 
Lynder: might be planning to set 
up something later on, and that 
the ‘‘tax is being spread over 
the general revenue.”’ 

Mr Hanna noted that Gov- 
ernment intends to borrow the 
$65 million for Capital Works 
in 1985. But, he said that no 
_provision has been made for the 
servicing of the loan. 

He said it is possible that 
Government intends to _ re- 
negotiate its loans so it can pay 
a smaller amount over a longer 
period. 

Mr Hanna supported the 
other revenue raising measures 
100 per cent. 

‘I hope that at the end of the 
day the Ministry of Finance can 
get up and say this is one of the 
finest Budget’s ever produced,”’ 
Mr Hanna said. If this is the 
case, he said he will join in 
congratulating Sir Lynden. 


CSO: 3298/267 
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BAHAMAS 


FURTHER REPORTAGE ON PINDLING'S PERSONAL FINANCES 

Spending for Residence 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 1 Dec 84 pl 
[Article by Athena Damianos } 


[Text] THE BAHAMAS Government has spent nearly $230,000 on a Prime Minister's 
residence, the Budget Estimates for 1985 shows. 


However, as there is no official Prime Minister's residence, it is not clear 
where this sum of money has gone. For several years there has been talk of 
building an official Prime Minister's residence. It is possible that the 
money was spent on property and architecture fees. 


The last public debate on an official Prime Minister's residence took place in 
Parliament in 1979 when $450,000 was allocated for the project. No details on 
the project were made public. 


Prime Minister Lynden Pindling moved into his private multi-million dollar 
Skyline Drive mansion in May. This was built in part from money he received 
from friends and foreign investors. Documents were recently produced showing, 
that Sir Lynden used $100,000 of a $300,000 donation from the Grand Bahamas 
Development Company for his mansion. The money was originally earmarked for 
tourist cottages in Sir Lynden's underprivileged Kemp's Bay constituency. 


Although $450,000 was set aside for a Prime Minister's residence in 1979, the 
figure was revised and doubled to $900,000 several years later. By the end ol 
1983, $223,026 had been spent on the project. The approved estimate for the 
Prime Minister's residence in 1984 was $10,000. Government now estimates that 
it spent $6,240 of the $10,000 in 1984. 


No money has been allocated for a residence in 1985. This indicates that 
after spending nearly $230,000 of the public's money, the project may have 
been scrapped. 


On November 22, The Tribune requested an interview with the Prime Minister 
' 


through Bill Kalis, head of the Bahamas News Bureau. if an interview wasn t 
granted, The Tribune wanted to know whether Sir Lynden would answer some writ- 


ten questions that The Tribune would submit to him in connection With 415 c¢w 
mansion. 
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“No and no," Mr Kalis said was the Prime Minister's answer. The Tribune has 
now asked the Prime Minister, through Mr Kalis, for an explanation of the 
9229,266 which was spent on a Prime Minister's residence. 


Recent disclosures have shown that much of the money that went into building 
Sir Lynden's new mansion came from foreign friends or companies. 


--In a recent series of articles entitled "A Nation for Sale," the Miami 
Herald claimed that Boca Raton investor George Barbar gave Sir Lynden $250,000 
in perscnal loans in 1983 that were secured by a second mortgage on which no 
monthly payments had been made. 


Mr Barbar also arranged for $500,000 in campaign contributions during the 1982 
general elections. 


--The Herald also revealed that Grand Bahama Development Company chairman 
Edward St George gave Sir Lynden at total of $750,000 in 1983 at a time when 
the Prime Minister needed money to complete work on his mansion. 


{t has been reported that Mr St George informed the Commission of Inquiry that 
the loan would be waived in view of Sir Lynden's financial problems. Mr St 
George would not comment to The Tribune on the report because, he said, "this 
is something that is before the Commission." 


--In addition to the $750,000 loan, the Grand Bahama Development Company 
gave Sir Lynden $300,000 to build tourist cottages, which would help create 
employment in Kemp's Bay. Documents show that $100,000 of the money went into 
Sir Lynden's mansion. Mr St George said he eventually told Sir Lynden to keep 
the money for the 1982 election campaign after going through a series of 
building contractors. 


--Resorts laternational Casino Co in 1981 gave the law firm Rolle, 
Knowles and Co $91,000 that was promptly passed along to the contractor who 
was building Sir Lynden's mansion, Arnold Cargill. Sir Lynden said it wasn't 
done at his request and Resorts officials insisted the money Was an advance 
for future legal fees. 


--Everette Bannister, a close friend and confidant of the Prime Minister, 
told the Commission that he gave Sir Lynden $530,000 that Originated with for- 
eign investors. 


"He needed the money. He was building his house," Mr Bannister explained. 


The sum included $330,000 of a "finder's fee" that Mr Bannister said he earned 
from the 1980 sale of the Paradise island Bridge by Resorts president James 
Crosby. 


In February, a Bill was passed in Parliament to provide for a personal staff 
to the office of Prime Minister. Former Deputy Prime Minister Arthur Hanna 
said that the Prime Minister's annual housing allowance of $21,000 would be 
discontinued. 
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Orville Turnquest (Montagu) pointed that there was a4 second housing allowance 
of $6,000. He wanted to know if this would also be discontinued. ! Mr Hanna 
said that the "didn't have the amounts" before him and “whatever it 1s written 


down will fall away." 


Development Company's Gift 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 7 Dec 84 pl 


[Article by Athena Damianos] 


[Text } 


A $300,000 ‘‘gift’’ to 
the Prime Minister for Kemp's 
Bay was made mainly to help 
him politically, Grand Bahama 
Development Company 
chairman Edward St George, 
said in a letter dated May 3, 
1982. 

“As you can see, Our main 
interest in this project was to 
help you politically in your 
constituency and we have no 
real interest in owning hotels, 
cottages, houses or anything 
else in Kemp’s Bay,’’ Edward St 
George wrote to Prime Minister 
Lynden Pindling. 

The project involved a small 
fishing camp with cottages in 
Kemp’s Bay ‘‘to take advantage 
of the excellent bone fishing.”’ 

Sir Lynden referred to the 
letter during a recent heated 
round of exchange with build- 
ing contractor Arnold Cargill 
over allegations of misused 
funds. But, although he re- 


leased copies of other corre- 


spondence, Sir Lynden has not 
made the full text of the May 3, 
1982 letter public. 

Recently produced documents 
show that Sir Lynden diverted 
at least one third of the money 
into his multi-million dollar 
Nassau mansion after the South 
Andros project was scrapped. _ 


After the Grand Bahama 
Company became dissatisfied 
with several building con- 
tractors, Mr St George told Sir 
Lynden: ‘‘I would like to 
abandon this project, and the 
funds paid to the Family Island 
Development Fund can be used 
by you in any way you wish fo 
defray your expenses in this 
coming election, and that of 
Shadrach Morris (now 
deceased) who is one of our 
directors, and any other person 
who is standing in the Family 


Islands. We are making a 
separate donation to the PLP to 
cover New Providence, and as 
far as Grand Bahama is con- 
cerned, we are dealing with 
contributions locally.”’ 

Mr St George also com- 
plained about certain hostility 
which seemed to exist between 
former Deputy Prime Minister 
Arthur Hanna and Freeport. 

Mr Hanna ‘‘appears to be 
taking every action possible to 
bring the economy of Freeport 
to a standstill,’’ Mr St George, 
a British businessman and 
former Nassau magistrate, 
wrote. 

**] do not need to trouble you 
by repeating my list of com- 
plaints, but I feel strongly if we 
are to continue to support you 
and your government, some- 
thing should be done about the 
hostility that appears to exist 
between the Ministry of Finance 
and Freeport. You have assured 
me that this is not Govern- 
ment’s official policy, and you 
have also assured me _ that 
matters like the illegal 
moratorium on Freeport liquor 
licences, the untoward delays in 
approving business licences, the 
apparent discrimination against 
Freeport on work permits will 
all receive your attention after 
the election. If this is the case, 
we wish you well in the next 
election and look forward to 
seeing you as Prime Minister of 
the Bahamas for many years to 
come. If this is not the case, it 
has never been my wish to fight 
Government policies or its 
Ministries, so I shall spend a 
great deal more time in England 
more productively and merely 
spend holidays in the Bahamas, 
as I find it difficult to watch the 
magnificent opportunities of 
Freeport being wasted without 














good reason. 

**Please forgive me for being 
so Outspoken, but election time 
is one of the few opportunities 
that investors have of express- 
ing their views freely..Whatever 
political differences you and | 
may have, you know will never 
affect, as far as 1 am concerned, 
our personal friendship and 
relationship,’’ the letter con- 
cludes. . 


The first report that Sir 
Lynden had ‘‘diverted”’ at least 
$100,000 from the Family 
Island Development Fund ap- 
peared in The Miami Herald 
November 18. The Herald re- 
produced copies of cheques to 
support the allegations. The 
following day, Sir Lynden de- 
nied that he had ‘‘diverted’’ any 
of the money into the building 
of his mansion. 

He said that starting in July, 
1981, over $200,000 was paid to 
Mr Cargill’s B&A Construction 
Company to cover the cost of 
building and paving an access 
road on the construction site, 
‘ordering the materials for six, 
pre-fabricated wooden houses, 
and erecting six foundations 
complete with rough plumbing 
and slabs. 


But, by May 1982, the Prime 
Minister said none of the work 
had been done. 

According to The Miami 
Herald, $26,000 of the first 
$100,000 payment went to sub- 
-contractors working on the 
Prime Minister’s mansion. The 
second $100,000 was paid into 
the account for the Prime 
Minister’s Lakeview home in 
New Providence. 

The Tribune visited the site of 
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the aborted tourist project on 
Monday and found that work 
had, in fact, been done in the 
area. 

It was obvious that at least 
part of the 10 acres of land, 
which the Development Com- 
pany had bought from the 
Prime Minister’s friend Everette 
Bannister, had been cleared. 
However, it is now overgrown 


with brush. 


The ‘‘access road’’ that Sir 
Lynden referred to has also 
been built. The road, which 
leads off from the main street in 
Kemp's Bay, has been tarred. 
The road veers off in a different 
direction. This section has been 
filled and graded, but not 
tarred. 

The Tribune was unable to 
locate the areas that were 
marked for cottage foundations 
because of the overgrown state 
of the property. 

Mr Cargill recently said that 
even though a contract was 
never signed, ‘‘we proceeded to 
mobilise and plan the execution 
of the works.”’ 

‘‘We employed Bahamas 
Pavers Ltd to clear, walk and 
rip the sub-base, fill, grade, roil 
and pave the roadway at the 
identified site together with the 
construction of a secondary 
quarry and graded road,’’ Mr 
Cargill said. 

‘‘We also contracted Bah- 
amas Pavers to supply and 
provide quarry fill for the 
foundations for the six cottages. 
This company carried out the 
works in a satisfactory manner 
and we paid the agreed sums. 
The roads are there for all to 
see. The buildings are also laid 
out for all to see.”’ 
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CHANGES IN PLP HIERARCHY: CHRISTIE REPLACES INGRAHAM 
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[Article by Athena Damianos] 


[Text] 


FORMER Housing and Na- 
tional Insurance Minister 
Hubert Ingraham was dropped 
from the PLP Candidate’s 
Committee during the recent 
appointments to the new stan- 
ding committee. 

While Mr Ingraham has been 
dropped, his law partner, Perry 
Christie has been appointed to 
the committee for the first time. 
Messrs Christie and Ingraham, 
who are law partners, were 
dismissed from the Cabinet in 
October during a major re- 
shuffle by the Prime Minister. 
Mr Christie is the former 
Minister of Tourism. 


“| don’t think the changes 
are anything more than what is 
usually associated with the 
change of chairmanship,’’ Sean 
McWeeney, who was elected 
chairman of the PLP during the 
Party’s Convention in October, 
said. 

Mr McWeeney said that two 
other members - Valentine 
Grimes and James Moultrie - 
were re-assigned to other areas. 
Mr Grimes is now on the 
Advisory Council of The 
Herald, the party’s propaganda 
weekly, and Mr Moultrie was 
appointed chairman of the 
Platform Committee. 

Mr McWeeney said that the 
party has plans for a fresh 
platform for the beginning of 
next year - hopefully by April. 
He said it will be a revision of 
the old platform. He also spoke 
of fresh changes for The 
Herald, which has a reputation 
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of being a ‘‘bully’’ paper. 

The Prime Minister’s political 
buddy, Felix ‘‘Mailman’’ Bowe, 
a PLP Council member, is now 
on the Candidates Committee. 
Mrs Teletha Strachan, president 
of the Straw Vendor’s Associa- 
tion, is also on the committee. 
She has served on the commit- 
tee before. 

The PLP’s leader, deputy 
leader and chairman are 
automatically appointed to the 

_Committee. The chairman 
makes the appointments in 
‘consultation with the party 
leader. Mr McWeeny said it is 
usual for the chairman to 
consult with 15 or 20 others to 
get a consensus. 

“I’m a politician. I un- 
derstand signals. I apprehend 
‘motives. And we'll see what we 
‘shall see,” Mr Ingraham said. 

. Mr Ingraham, who has served 
on the committee on several 
occasions, said that it is usual 
‘and customary for the 
‘chairman’s supporters to side 
‘with him in these type of 
‘matters. 

+ “That is what party fights are 
almost always about. And so, 
there was no secret that I didn’t 
support Mr McWeeney as 
chairman and so it is not 
anything unexpected...” 

On the otherhand, Mr In- 
graham said: ‘‘It is my view 
that if Mr McWeeney was 
expressing his own desire, then 
the would have appointed me to 
the committee.”’ 

Mr McWeeney has denied 


. 
. 
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that there was a political motive 
behind dropping Mr Ingraham 
from the Committee. 

‘Mr Ingraham was taken off 
the Candidates Committee. He 
has not been re-appointed to 
any other area as of yet. I don’t 
think anyone can say that is a 
reflection of any vendetta 
‘against him... There is no politi- 
cal motive attached to it,’’ Mr 
McWeeney said. 

He felt the fact that Mr 

Christie was appointed to the 
‘committee for the first time 
supported his statement. He 
said it is the chairman’s job to 
strike a balance between 
Ministers, MPs and council 
men. 
Said Mr Ingraham: ‘‘In this 
business, you either win or lose. 
You can’t be a baby and cry 
when someone is putting it on 
you; or be hurt, upset or 
pained. You have to be strong 
and stand for what you believe 
in and take the consequences. 

‘“*Yes,’’ he said in reply to a 
question. ‘‘] fully intend to run 
in the next election. I’ve been a 
good party supporter and | 
‘j'nk my constituents. would 
expect me to be a PLP 
candidate. I’ve done nothing, in 
my judgment, not to get the 
nomination. I think I’ve been a 
good MP. I think I’ve been a 
good member of the party. ! 
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have been loyal. I have sup- 
ported the policies and princi- 
ples of the party. I do not 
consider myself a liability to the 
PLP,’’ Mr Ingraham said. 

Mr Christie was pleasantly 
surprised to be appointed to the 
committee. 

“It is a surprise to me in that 
1 have never been on_ the 
committee before, even though 
I was a senator from 1974 and 
1977,’" Mr Christie said. He 
was elected to the House of 
Assembly in 1977 and, from 
then until October, was a 
Cabinet Member. 

Mr Grimes declined to 
comment on his re- 
appointment. He saw it as an 
internal party matter. 

**l am pleased to serve on the 
Platform Committee, which is a 
very important committee,’’ Mr 
Moultrie said. ‘‘The Platform 
Committee determines where 
the party goes with the future. I 
am pleased to be chairman of 
the committee.”’ 

It is understood that Ervin 
Knowles (Cat Island), Bradley 
Roberts (Grant’s Town) and 
possibly Moses Hall (West End) 
have also been appointed to the 
committee. However, this re- 
port is unconfirmed. Mr 
McWeeney declined to name all 
the members. He said that this 
is usually an interna! matter. 
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FNM RESPONDS TO CHARGES IT LABELS FALSE, MISLEADING 
'Travel Boycott Letter’ Disavowal 

Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 5 Dec 84 p 1 

[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Excerpts] THE official opposition Free National Movement today branded as a 
"total, dirty lie," a report published in the Caribbean Register that it has a 
public relations firm in Atlanta under contract and had asked 500 travel 
agents in the US and Canada to hold off selling the Bahamas for six months. 


In a press statement, Shadow Minister of Tourism Arthur Foulkes charged that 

the PLP "Dirty Tricks Department" has been thrown into full gear and advised 

supporters and the public not to be misled by a "corrupt and desperate group’ 
who will stop at nothing to discredit the party and hang on to power. 


The FNM Blue Hills MP was responding to an article in the September-November 
edition of Caribbean Register under the heading: "The Bahamas - A Country At 
The Crossroads," and under the byline of one Bob Jarrell. 


"The PLP Dirty Tricks department has been thrown into full gear and we advise 
FNM supporters and the public in general not to be misled by a corrupt and 
desperate group who will stop at nothing to discredit the official opposition 
and so hang on to political power," Mr Foulkes said today. 


"Just such a dirty trick has been pulled by the PLP propagandists over the 
last week as they distributed mimeograph pages purportedly from a publication 
called The Caribbean register,'' the press statement said. 


"An article under the byline of Bob Jarrell claims that the Free National 
Movement has an Atlanta public relations firm on contract and that someone 
connected with this firm has said: 


"We just sent out letters to 300 travel agents in the US and Canada asking 
them to hold off selling the Bahamas for about six months," the press state- 
ment added. 














"This is, of course, a total lie...and a dirty lie at that," the FNM said. 
"In the first place the FNM does not have any public relations consultants or 
any firm in Atlanta under contract." 


"This is obviously a con job pulled off by the PLP underground propaganda 
network in an attempt to stir up hatred against the FNM," the statement said. 
"Also, to distract public attention from PLP corruption and maladministration 
which has brought the Bahamas to its worst state since Woodes Rodgers got rid 
of the pirates." 


"No travel agent would pay any attention to such a letter. If anyone wanted 
to ruin the tourist business in the Bahamas there are other and more effective 
ways to do so,” the FNM said. 


For instance, the opposition party said, let the city of Nassau and the island 
of New Providence become dirty and rundown and make the environment look like 
a garbage dump; 


--Cut back on police foot and motor patrols so that criminals feel free 
to rob and rape Bahamians and tourists any time of night or day; 


--Turn over parts of the Family Islands of Colombians and other foreign 
criminals who chase away tourists and residents with machine guns and vicious 
dogs; 


--Allow Bay Street to be taken over by drug pushers who annoy adults and 
their children with offers to sell pot and cocaine; 


--Get up on public platforms and cuss out the United States and then go 
to the UN and the OAS and condemn the US for liberating Grenada from cutthroat 
Marxists; 


--Ruin the air services in the Family Islands so tourists cannot get back 
to Nassau at the end of their vacations to make their homeward connections; 


--Let the roads of Nassau and the Family Islands drop to pieces and stay 
that way for years. Also let Prince George Wharf deteriorate until it col- 


lapses with possible danger to the lives of Bahamians and tourists; 


--Take money given to you to develop a Family Island tourist resort and 
put that money into your own house or use it to campaign with. 


"We are content to let the public judge who have and are doing these things," 
Mr Foulkes said. 
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[Text] 


CSO 





Statement on ‘Splinter’ Story 


. THE FNM has today informed 
its members that it has not 
authorized an action group to 
establish headquarters indepen- 
dently of the party and its 
national headquarters. The story 
appeared in The Guardian, under 
the by-line of Clunis Devaney, 
this morning. 

Charles Virgill, first vice- 
chairman, issued a statement on 
the matter today. He said that 
the party has been receiving calls 
from members and supporters 
expressing concern about this 
reported development. To set the 
record straight, he said: 

‘The FNM has not authorized 
any such ‘action group’ nor the 
establishment of headquarters 
independent of the party. All 
constituencies with properly 
formed constituency associations 
are authorized to open district 
headquarters but not independent 
of the party. 

‘‘Also, any constituency 
association can sponsor the meet- 
ings in their areas and the party 
stands ready to assist any district 
with setting up such meetings. 

‘Several persons whose names 
were mentioned in The Guard- 
ian’s article called to say that 
while they were informed of a 
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public meeting, they were not a 
party td the Press statement and 
that they did not agree with its 
tone and some of its content. 

‘“‘Among those were Mr Oscar 
Johnson, Mr Calvin Spence and 
Mr Lester Turnquest. 

““Mr Turnquest stated that he 

was shocked by the contents of 
the article. He added: 
_ “My understanding of the 
whole situation was that some 
young concerned FNMs wanted 
to give special care and attention 
to the over-the-hill constituencies 
which have problems peculiar to 
them. Such specialized care was 
to evolve into a cogent, Cco- 
ordinated campaign into the up- 
coming election. It was on this 
basis that I, and I am certain, 
others accepted the invitation to 
speak at a street meeting on 
Friday. 

‘“To the best of my knowl- 
edge, no-one has endorsed any 
criticism of the party’s leadership. 

““Our leadership is to be 
applauded for their tremendous 
restraint in dealing with the sordid 
situation and unsavoury charac- 
ters thai threaicn our nation’s 
future. in any parliamentary 
democracies, less restraint is quite 


‘evident. 
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NEW "NATIONALIST MOVEMENT’ STRESSES ETHNIC APPROACH 
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[Text] 


A NEWLY ‘formed group 
known as the Bahamas Na- 


tionalist Movement claims that 
the main issue in the country is 
‘ethnic nationalism or rule’’ - 
the ‘‘Bahamian ethnic nationali- 
ty group’”’ versus the ‘‘foreign 
ethnic nationality group’’ for 
‘*ruie and dominance.”’ 


In a recently issued press 
release the BNM claims that 
Prime Minister Sir Lynden 
Pindling ‘‘has devised a 
network of black West Indian 
bureaucrats and key men in 
government, judiciary, police, 


commerce, tourism and in 


almost every other industry in 
the country.”’ 

All these persons owe 
allegiance to the Prime Minister 
“‘who is also of West Indian 
origin,’’ the release said. 

It is understood the BNM is 
in its formative stage with few 
members and no officers except 
a President Protempore Sterling 
Hanna. 


The BNM’s release says the 
objective of the PLP Govern- 
ment’s Bahamianisation policy - 
‘‘which was formulated shortly 
after 1967’’ - was to ‘‘ensure 
that the jobs held by mostly 
white foreign workers at that 
time, were eventually taken over 
and maintained by Bahamian 
nationals. 

‘‘However the implementa- 
tion of that policy was ‘another 
matter,’’ said the release. 

It was found that ‘‘black 
foreign workers,’’ particularly 
West Indians, were given ‘‘first 
preferences’’ the release claims. 
It said successful applicants 
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were then made Bahamian na- 
tionals by naturalisation. 

First generation Bahamians 
were given second preferences 


and indigenous ethnic 
Bahamians were considered 
thirdly, the BNM says. 

‘‘We no longer will sit back 
and allow, unchallenged, 
foreign workers, paper or natu- 
ralised Bahamians and first 
generation Bahamians - com- 
prising the foreign ethnic na- 
tionality group - to frustrate 
and undermine the legitimate 
rights and heritage of indige- 
nous Bahamians - the Bahamian 
ethnic nationality group com- 
prising Bahamians from the 
second generation upward,”’ the 
two page release said. 

‘‘The PLP cra has been most 
profitable and successful for 
those of the foreign ethnic 
group while the opposite for 
those of us of the Bahamian 
ethnic group,”’ it continues. 

The BNM says the ‘‘stark’’ 
reality is that if the foreign 
ethnic nationality group con- 
tinues at its current rate, by the 
start of the 1990's ‘‘the 
Bahamian ethnic nationality 
group, presently the majority in 
bodies by a slim margin will 
become the minority.”’ 

“If there is one painful lesson 
to be learnt from the Pindling 
‘Government over the years,”’ 
states the release, it is that 
‘‘almost any law can be in- 
terpreted to suit their interest.’’ 

The BNM continues: ‘‘The 
state of affairs of the country in 
1984 is simply this: ‘Foreign 
workers, papér or naturalized 
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CSO: 


‘Bahamians and first generation 


Bahamians enjoy better eco- 
nomic opportunities, communi- 
ty and political influence due to 
a tolerant and law busting 
Government bureaucracy whose 
objectives are to maintain 


power through the next two 


decades’’ by reducing the 
numbers and political and eco- 
nomic influence of ‘‘indigenous 
Bahamians.”’ 

The strategy of the Opposi- 
tion Free National Movement 
has been to ‘“‘expose and at- 
tack’? wrongdoing on the part 
of the PLP, saysthe release. 

“Since most of these inci- 
dents of law busting had to be 
resolved by the judici or 
authorities appointed or 


established by the PLP 


es, they were bound to 


fail as these persons owe 


allegiance to the PLP and its 
leader 


**These victories by the PLP 
over the FNM have created a 
PLP dictatorship of the politi- 
cal scene in the country.”” 
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Those who oppose are 
punished by one form of 
political or economic 
“‘victimization” or the other, 
the BNM says. ‘‘Hence, people 
are afraid to speak out or 
challenge the PLP 
dictatorship.” 

_ “The reward to those of the 
indigenous Bahamian group 


who support the PLP and keep 
their mouths shut are taxi- 
plates, licences for small busi- 
nesses and minimal jobs,’’ the 
release claims. 

The Bahamian Nationalist 


. Movement said the solution lies 





in the political defeat of the 
PLP and Sir Lynden by forces 
comprising and led by indige- 
nous Bahamians. 

**Indigenous Bahamians must 
agitate for and support only 
indigenous Bahamian leaderhip 
in every facet of government, 
judiciary, police, commerce, 
tourism and trade,’’ says the 
Bahamas Nationalist Move- 
ment. 
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COMMISSION OF INQUIRY ON DRUGS REPORTS; CONTROVERSY ENSUES 
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Submission to Parliament 


{Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text] 


PRIME Minister Sir Lynden 
Pindling this afternoon laid on 
the table of a packed House of 
Assembly the report of the 
Commission of. Inquiry in- 
forming members of parliament 
that sufficient copies were not 
yet available to make it possible 
for them to have one. 

After tabling the ‘‘one origi- 
nal copy’’ of the report, deliv- 
ered to him hours after it was 
delivered to the Governor Gen- 
eral, the House of Assembly 
was adjourned to February 6, 
1985, when the Commission’s 
report will be debated. 

The official Opposition Free 
National Movement did not 
object to the long adjournment, 


but Leader Kendal Isaacs tabled 
a request for a select committee 
to look into the report so that it 
cannot be dropped by the 
Government without debate. 


The tabling of the report in 
the form of a communication 
read to the House by the Prime 
Minister at 2:30 this afternoon, 
came three and a half hours 
after Commissioners Sir James 
Smith, Bishop Drexel Gomez 
and Mr Edward Willis delivered 
two duly signed copies of the 
report to Governor-General Sir 
Gerald Cash at 11 this morning 
at Government House. 
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“‘The Commissioners delivered 
to His Excellency the Gover- 
nor-General today two duly 
signed original copies of their 
report,’” Sir Lynden informed 
the House. ‘‘One original copy 
was forwarded to me by His 
Exceilency,’’ said Sir Lynden, 
who is now acting Attorney 
General in the absence of 
Attorney General Paul 
Adderley, who is in the United 


‘States until Sunday. 


“Since there has been such 
unusual interest shown by the 
public in the report of the 
Commission of Inauirv. the 
Government has taken the un- 
usual step to have the one copy 
delivered to me, laid on the 
table of this Honourable House 
within hours of its receipt,’’ the 
Prime Minister said. 

‘‘This means, however, that 
sufficient copies of the report 


‘are not yet available to permit 


each member of this Honoura- 
ble House to have one,’’ he 
said.’ ‘‘Copies are being 
supplied and these will be 
delivered to Honourable mem- 
bers as soon as they are 
available.”’ 

**I now have the honour to 
lay on the table of the House 
the report of the Commission of 
Inquiry and a copy of His 
Excellency’s letter transmitting 
to me the said report,”’ he said. 
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"The Government is most grateful to the Commissioners for their diligence in 
tackling this very complicated subject and for their work in completing the 
report,’ the Prime Minister added. 


Although the tabling of the report attracted a large crowd inside the House, 
the only crowd outside were the Christmas shoppers on Bay Street who cast 
curious glances at the number of police officers stationed at the House. 


A large group of uniformed and plainclothed police officers, headed by Assist- 
ant Commissioner Keith Mason, in charge of the New Providence District, were 
Stationed outside the House of Assembly. 


There were no demonstrators across from parliament square as had been the case 
during several of the previous sittings of the House, but there were barri- 
cades stacked away on the side of Bay Street in case they were needed. 


The Prime Minister had assured opposition members yesterday that he would lay 
the report of the Commission of Inquiry on the table of the House today after 
being pressured by an all-night sitting on Wednesday, which lasted into Thurs- 
day evening. 


The lengthy session was caused by the opposition's stalling tactics to keep 
the House in session until today for the tabling of the report. 


However, the opposition ended their filibustering after the Prime Minister's 
assurance during the afternoon session of the budget debate that he would 
bring the Commission Report to the House. 


In his two-page communication, the Prime Minister said: "A three-man Commis- 
sion of Inquiry was appointed by the Governor General under the Commissions of 
Inquiry Act on the 28th November, 1983." 


"The terms of reference of the Commission were that a diligent and full 
inquiry should forthwith be made into the extent of and the methods employed 
in the illegal use of the Bahamas for the transshipment of dangerous drugs 
destined for the United States of America with special reference to: 


"The involvement, if any, of any Minister of the Government, Member of Par- 
liament, Civil servant, or person who had offered for or holds or has held any 
political public office or any office in any political party in acquiescing or 
participating in any activities promoting or facilitating the transshipment of 
dangerous drugs; 


"The adequacy of existing law enforcement measures and techniques pursued and 
implemented by Bahamian law enforcement authorities alone or in conjunction 

with the United States of America and in particular the nature of and effec- 
tiveness of such co-operative efforts to suppress the transshipment of drugs; 


"The nature, methods used and extent of law enforcement activities undertaken 
alone in the Bahamas by law enforcement officers or agencies of the United 
States of America and their effectiveness to prohibit the transshipment of 


drugs; 
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"Existing laws and practices relating to bail, the appropriateness of 
penalties being imposed, and the provisions for confiscation of the means of 
transportation of dangerous drugs as deterrents to the transshipment of 
drugs." 


Findings on Individuals 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 15 Dec 84 ppl, 9 
[Article by Athena Damianos] 
[Text] ROLLEVILLE MP George Smith "corruptly accepted funds from known drug 
smugglers," and it has been recommended that the Attorney General should re- 
view the matter to determine what further action may be appropriate in the 


circumstances. 


The Commission of Inquiry Report, which was made available this afternoon, 


made these conclusions on the following people: 


eArthur Hanna, former Dep- 
uty Prime Minister, was cleared 
of allegations that he agreed to 
accept a $600,000 pay-off from 
drug smuggler Frank Barber in 
exchange for having names 
removed from the Immigration 
stop list. 

eKendal Nottage, who re- 
‘signed from the Cabinet in 
October, was cleared in con- 
nection with his association 
with the Caruana Mafia family. 
However, the Commission said 
that Mr Nottage had not been 
prudent and that this has an 
affect upon the reputation of a 
man who is a Cabinet Minister. 

eMinister of Tourism and 
Foreign Affairs Clement 


‘Maynard was found by the 


Commission to be ‘‘a person of 
integrity’ and allegations made 
against him were ‘‘unfounded.”’ 
It was alleged that Mr 
Maynard’s brother Andrew, a 
former PLP senator, accepted 
$50,000 from drug smuggler 
Luis ‘‘Kojak’’ Garcia. Kojak 
tesified Andrew Maynard told 
him that some of the money 


would be made to his brother. 

: eGeorge Weech, PLP MP for 
Bimini and the Berry Islands, 
“used poor judgment and acted 
in a manner unbecoming to a 
parliamentary representative 
when he accepted $1,000 from 
Irving Oestreich (a known drug 
smuggler) who he had reason to 
believe was involved in drug 
trafficking.’’ Od0cstreich made 


-pay-offs to ensure that drug 


planes could land in Bimini. No 
recommendations were made 
about Mr Weech. 

‘eLivingston Coakley, 
M ini ostoer 
of Youth and Sports, was 
cleared of allegations that he 
received $16,000, in his capacity 
as Minister of Health at the 
time, from the sale of a 
confiscated Cessna aircraft. 
Lawyer Elliot Lockhart testified 
that he gave the money to 
permananet secretary Harold 
Munnings on behalf of Mr 
Coakley. The.Commission said 
there was no evidence 
whatsoever to support the 


allegation. 





--Henry Bostwick, FNM Senator, was cleared of allegations made by PLP Cat 
Island MP Ervin Knowles. Mr Knowles testified that Mr Bostwick was aware of 
what was behind a proposal by some of his (Bostwick's) clients to set up an 
operation at Hawksnest, Cat Island. Mr Knowles said he suspected it was drug 
related. He testified that he told Mr Bostwick something foul was afoot and 
Mr Bostwick replied, "You got that right." The Commission said there was no 
evidence to support the claim. 
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Mr Smith, who resigned from Cabinet in October, appears to be the only parlia- 
mentarian who has been recommended to the Attorney General for possible 


prosecution. 


Part of the allegations against 
the Exuma representative are 
that he accepted a ‘“‘gift’’ of a 
BMW car from Colombian 
drug smuggler Joe Ledher, who 
operated his empire from 
Norman’s Cay, which is in Mr 
Smith’s constituency. 

The Commission found that 
neither Mr Smith nor his older 
brother's explanation about the 
BMW car, or Mr Smith’s bank 
account, was credible. : 

‘We regret having to reach 
the conclusion that Mr Smith 
corruptly accepted funds from 
known drug smugglers. We 
recommend that the Attorney 
General review the evidence 
relating to the Minister to 
determine what further action 
may be appropriate in the 
circumstances,’’ the Report 
said. 

In reviewing the evidence 
heard by the Commission, it 
was noted that sometime during 
1978, Mr Smith was approached 
by Ian Davidson, manager of 
Guardian Trust, at a social 
function. Mr Davidson told Mr 
Smith he represented a wealthly 
client who had acquired sections 
of Norman’s Cay for the 
purpose of developing a resort 
complex. Mr Smith was invited 
to meet the client and subse- 
quently a luncheon was ar- 
ranged between Mr Smith and 


Lehder. 

Mr Smith said that he was 
favourably impressed by Lehder 
and his plans to develop 
Norman’s Cay. He accepted an 
invitation by Lehder to visit the 
cay. A few weeks later, the visit 
was arranged and the Minister 
Stayed there overnight. He 
observed that considerable 
construction was in progress 
and he was convinced that 
Lehder was serious about de- 
veloping the cay. 

Mr Smith could only recall 
meeting Lehder on two other 
occasions. In the first instance, 
during the middle of 1979 when 
the Minister visited the cay, 
Lehder complained that he was 
being unjustly harrassed by 
agents of the US Government. 

The second occasion occurred 
when Lehder spoke to the 
Minister briefly in Nassau to 
complain about the police raid 
of 1979. 

Mr Smith said that at no time 
during his visits to Norman’s 
Cay did -he see anything that 
would have given him the 
slightest inkling the cay was 
being used as a drug smuggling 
base. He stated that even after 
the raid of 1979, although he 
became suspicious, he was not 
entirely convinced that illegal 
activities were taking place 


A witness, who lived at Highbourne Cay at the time, gave evidence in camera 
that the Norman's Cay helicopter made two trips to Highbourne with Mr Smith, 
Idris Reid, the permanent secretary of his Ministry, and two other passengers. 
Mr Reid remembered the trip, but said that he and Mr Smith were alone and when 
they left, they went to Staniel Cay by helicopter. Mr Smith could not recall 
this visit but was not prepared to deny that it occurred. 


When he ‘Tirst appeared 

fore the Commission last 
December 9, Mr Smith made no 
mention of a BMW car that had 
been delivered to him as a gift 
from the Lehder organization 
and which Had been returned to 
the donor. The car was 
purchased in Florida on April 
20, 1979. 

ian Davidson testified that 
although he was aware that on 
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April 27, 1979, a car had been 
imported into the Bahamas in 
the name of Mr George Smith, 
he denied that at any stage he 
was of the belief that the car 
was for the Minister. 

“Mr Davidson did not im- 
press us as a forthright 
witness,”’ the Report saic. 

On his second appearance 
before the Commission on June 
20, 1984, Mr Smith said he 











handed the car keys back to Mr 
Reid, he understood that some- 
one was offering a gift and that 
it came back from Norman's 
Cay. 

He did not agree that in all 
probability it was a gift from 
Lehder. The Minister said he 
did not talk to anyone before 
returning the keys and he did so 
because he thought it was the 
proper thing to do. He said it 
did not occur to him immrediate- 
ly that the car was offered as a 
bribe and he said he did not 
know Carlos Hoyos (alias Joe 
Lehder). It was suggested to Mr 
Smith that if he was being frank 
to the Commission, he would 





have mentioned this particular 
vehicle being offered to him as 
a gift when he first gave 
evidence. According to him, the 
reason he did not was because 
he was not asked about it. 

‘‘However, when he first 
appeared, Mr Smith gave evi- 
dence regarding a BMW car 
that he purchased in Miami on 
June 4, 1979 for his intended 
wife, Miss Lourey C Carroll, 
whom he married a few months 
later,’’ the Report said. 

‘‘He said it was paid for from 
his own financial resources, 
partly from cash on hand, 
partly from a sale on an 
apartment and partly from 
monies borrowed. He stated 
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[Text } 


FOLLOWING is the report 
on the Prime Minister's Fi- 
nances and the conclusions 
arrived at by Sir James Smith, 
‘president, and Mr Edward 
Willis, a member of the 
three-man Commission of In- 


Minority Report, which was 
submitted to the Governor- 
General. The following is the 
majority report of the Prime 
Minister's finances, which 
the Bishop refused to sign: 


_ THE personal finances of the 
Prime Minister and Lady 
Pindling were examined by 
4nspector Richter of the in- 
vestigating staff of the Com- 
mission who gave oral evidence 
and submitted a written report. 


‘This investigation covered the 


period from Ist January, 1977 
up to 3ist December, 1983 and 


(1) Loans from Bank of Nova Scotia 


' (2) Proceeds of sale of the Prime 
- Prime Minister’s house, Long Bay . 


. (3) Part of two loans from Mr Jack 


Hayward and Mr E St. George, 
of Grand Bahama Development 
Company. | 


(4) Loan from a friend in U.S.A. of 


$250,000 less bank charges. 


(5) Payments by Mr E Bannister 
(excluding direct payments to 
creditors of the Prime Minister 
to a total of ($197,479.61) 
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was made with the object of 
ascertaining whether or not any 
funds received by the Prime 
Minister were drug related. 

In this period the Prime 
Minister’s annual emoluments 
by virtue of his office incr 
from $77,000 in 1977 to 

102,900 in 1982. Between ist 
January, 1977. and 3ist 
December, 1983 the ‘Prime 
‘Minister and Lady Pindling 
made deposits into their bank 
‘accounts of $3.5 million over 
‘and above his official income as 
Prime Minister. On Ist 
January, 1977 his indebtedness 
to the Bank of Nova Scotia was 
‘ust under $195,000 but by 31st 

ber, 1983 it had risen to 
just over $900,000. According 
to Inspector Richter the sources 
and amounts of the various 
items which made up the sum of 
$3.5 million are as follows:- 


$1,055,000.00 


439,003.42 . 


680,000.00 


249,375.00 


473,500.00 











(6) Indentified deposits 
(7) Unidentified deposits 
. (8) Cash deposits 


These figures were checked 
‘by Inspector Richter with the 
Prime Minister’s counsel, Mr 
Bailey, and representatives of 
the Bank of Nova Socita and 
accepted as being accurate. 
Loans from the Bank of Nova 
Scotia 

The extent of the Prime 
-Minister’s indebetdness to the 
‘Bank of Nova Scotia in the 
latter part of 1982 was such that 
the interest payment on the 
bank loans and overdraft 
ranged from $7,000 to $8,000 
per month and in addition there 
was @ mortgage payment of 
$4,500 a month. These liabilities 
far exceeded the Prime 


Minister’s official monthly sa!a- 


ry. As at 22nd March, 1984 his 
indebtedness to the Bank on his 
Outstanding loan was 
$867,009.61, plus accumulated 
interest of $60,714.42, making 
the total debt to the Bank, 
$927,724.03. The Commission 
has been told of a proposal 


‘which has been worked out by’ 


the Prime Minister’s legal 
advisers that will reduce the 
debt to the Bank by $500,000 
‘and we are informed that the 
Bank will only require the 
payment of interest to be paid 
on the balance of the debt for 
the period of a year, the interest 
payments being approximately 
$4,000 a month. . 
**Long Bay’’ House 

The Prime Minister’s house, 
Long Bay, was sold on 20th 
April, 1979 to Whitfield Cor- 
poration for $650,000. The 
payment of the consideration 
was made by the purchasers in 
instalments, as follows:- 


20th April, 1979 $65,000 
31st May, 1979 $130,000 
14th July, 1980 $100,000 
13th August, 1980 100,000 


13th September, 1980 100,000 
13th February, 1981 70,000 


' Total $565,000 








of which $439,003.42 was de- 


341,573.75 
181,479.83 
57,342.00 





posited in The Bank of Nova 


. Scotia. 
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This left a balance of $85,000 
remaining due with interest 
thereon at 12% per annum. The 
Prime Minister was granted by 
the purchasers a lease of Long 
Bay ‘until he completed the 
building of his new house. The 
total rental part of which was 
set off against the balance 
outstanding on the purchase 
price. The sale of ‘‘Long Bay”’ 
and the payments made by the 
purchasers were all disclosed by 
the Prime Minister at the same 
time in his Public Disclosure 
statement of 25th February, 
1982. 

Loans made to the Prime 
Minister by friends 

Early in 1983, Mr Edward St 
George and Mr Jack Hayward, 
of the Grand Bahama Devel- 
opment Company, upon a re- 
quest made to them on behalf 
of the Prime Minister, granted 
him two loans of $250,000 and 
$500,000 respectively, which 
were paid through the law firm 
of Nottage Miller, Johnson & 
Co. A total of $680,000 was 
deposited to the Prime 
Minister’s bank account with 
the Bank of Nova Scotia and 
the balance of $70,000 was 
disbursed by the law firm 
directly to creditors of the 
Prime Minister. These loans 
were unsecured; there was no 
documentation and no _pro- 
vision for the payment of 
interest thereon. Mr St George 
said in evidence ‘‘It was not 
done for any favours and no 
favours were received by any- 
body.’’ He was asked the 
question: ‘‘Do you ever expect 
to be repaid? He replied: ‘‘If he 
(the Prime Minister) is that 
pushed we certainly do not 
expect to be repaid, and we 
would not be suing him. We 
certainly would not be taking 
any action. We would write it 
off.”’ 

In a letter dated 9th August, 
1984 addressed to the President 








of the Commission, Mr St 
George stated:- 

‘“*“As a result of further 
information of the Prime 
Minister’s financial difficulties 
Jack Hayward and I! have 
agreed unconditionally to waive 
the repayment of these loans.”’ 

Thus the Prime Minister has 





Prime Minister between Ist 
September, 1978, and the end 
of 1983 a total of $670,979.61 
of which $473,500 were direct 
payments to the Prime Minister 
and $197,479.61 were payments 
made direct to creditors on 
behalf of the Prime Minister. 
The details of these payments 


were as follows:- 


{a) Direct Payments 


ist September, 1978 $25,000 
Ist September, 1978 21,000 


veen relieved of the obligation 
to repay to Mr Hayward and 
Mr St George a total of 
$750,000 dollars. 


Also in 1983 Mr George E ; 
Barbar, now a United States Ny, oa OO ae 
citizen and a_ long-standing ‘ paulo ana 
friend of the Prime Minister, Total $473.500 


‘lent him $250,000 on the securi- 
ty of a second mortgage on the 
Prime Minister’s new house, 


(b) Payments to Creditors of the Prime Minister 





Lakeview. 3rd April, 1980 To: Chee-a-Tow Ltd. $2,360.00 
It is to be noted that there is 3rd April, 1980 To: Bahama Holiday 12,158.61 

frequent business contact be- 3rd April, 1980 To: B&A Construction 

— the na ye ese Ltd. 91,961.00 

elopment Company (of whic 27th Feb. 

Mr Hayward and Mr St George ee ree — 

are joint chairmen) and the $197.479.6] 


Government of the Bahamas; 
and both parties need to be on 
the alert to avoid any trans- 
gression of the Code of Ethics 
which binds members of the 
Government. This aspect of the 
matter however is outside the 
Commission’s terms of refer- 
ence. We are satisfied that none 
of these loans which together 
totalled a million dollars are in 
anyway drug related. 


Payments by Mr Everette 
Bannister. 
Mr Bannister paid to the 


The "Finders Fee" in 1980 


Neither the Prime Minister 
nor Mr Bannister could recall 
the transactions which gave rise 
to the payment to the Prime 
Minister by Mr Bannister of the 
two cheques totalling $46,000 
on Ist September, 1978 and the 
source of the money to Mr 
Bannister is not known. The 
two cheques were revealed to 
Inspector Richter in his review 
of the Prime Minister’s bank 
records. 


The source of all the payments, totalling $333,979.61 made on 3rd April, 1980 
by Mr Bannister through his company YASMAR Investments Ltd to or on behalf of 
the Prime Minister was by way of a "finder's fee" of $580,000 paid to Mr 
Bannister in respect of the sale of Paradise Island Bridge to a Lebanese 
gentleman named Mr Fares, Mr Julian Maynard of the firm of Seligman Maynard & 
Co. confirmed that the finders fee was paid by his law firm to Mr Bannister. 
This sale of the bridge was effected by a transfer of all the shares of Para- 
dise Island Bridge Co. Ltd. (the Bridge Company) on lst April, 1980 to a for- 
eign company B.D.M. Societe Internationale Pour Les Produits Du Controle Ter- 
S.A. with the permission of the Central Bank which had been initially 


obtained in January, 1980. 


minique, 


Mr Bannister said these payments to or on behalf of the Prime Minister were 
made by him pursuant to his obligation to the Prime Minister in respect of the 
shares of Bahamas Catering which he believed to be $500,000 or $600,000. He 











said of the Prime Minister: "I made those commissions. He needed the money. 
He was building his house ... I explained to him where I got the money from. 
And I bought the draft in the amount that he asked me to. The other drafts, 


he asked me to buy it for him. I did. I turned it over to him. That is how 
it was paid." 


When asked in evidence if he knew the source of the funds received by Mr Ban- 
nister from which above payments were made the Prime Minister replied to the 
effect that Mr Bannister told him it was a commission from a real estate 
transaction and without inquiring further the Prime Minister assumed it to be 
real estate on Paradise Island for the development of a hotel resort. He said 
he was not in any way involved prior to 3rd April, 1980 in regard to a trans- 
action to sell the Paradise Island Bridge. He did not Suspect the payments to 
him or on his behalf by Mr Bannister had anything to do with the sale of the 
bridge. But he admitted he became aware in 1981. It was in January 1981 that 
the sale of the bridge came up for approval before the National Economic Coun- 
cil of which the Prime Minister was chairman. 


Bahamas Catering Ltd. 


We now come to consider how Mr Bannister's Obligation to the Prime Minister 
arose in regard to Bahamas Catering Ltd. 


The Prime Minister said he was, in 1972 instrumental in putting together a 
group of young business and professional people for economic Purposes. Two of 
these persons were Mr Gareth Finlayson and Mr Everette Bannister who after 
discussions with the Prime Minister incorporated Bahamas Catering Ltd., on 
20th October 1972 for the purpose of acquiring the shares of three companies, 
Grand Bahama Caterers Ltd., Thompson Bahamas Ltd. and Nassau Airport Catering 
Ltd., for this purpose Bahamas Catering borrowed $3,600,000 from Bahamas 
Commonwealth Bank (BCB) in which Mr Robert Vesco had a controlling interest. 


Initially, 2700 shares of Bahamas Catering were issued, the shareholders of 
record being:-- 


Shares 
Garet Finlayson eer 
Everette Bannister rt 
John Duffus ; 
Ivy Grant : 
Glen Brace 

2700 


In January 1973, 300 additional shares were issued bringing the total issue up 


ere recorded as being allotted to:- 
ale tale Shares then held 





Garet Finlayson 150 a 
Everette Bannister a 4 
John Duffus a : 
Ivy Grant ~~ 7 
Glen Brace 

300 3000 
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In evidence Mr Finlayson agreed that share certificates Nos. 2 and 12 regis- 
tered in his name, for respectively 420 and 60 shares were held by him in 
trust for the Prime Minister. Mr Bannister said that the shares in his name 
on certificates Nos 5 and 14 fs: «*spectively 420 and 30 share were also held 
by him in trust for the Prime = ‘er, who thus had altogether a beneficial 
interest in 930 shares of Bahamas Catering. It would appear that the Prime 
Minister assisted in the acquisition of the three catering companies which 
became part of Bahamas Catering. We may add that of the 930 shares issued to 
Mr John Duffus, 90 were held by him beneficially and the remainder were held 
by him in trust for Minister Darrell Rolle beneficially. 


When BCB went into liquidation the need arose for Bahamas Catering to pay its 
debt to BCB and for this purpose the Bank of Nova Scotia came to their aid by 
agreeing to lend Bahamas Catering $3,600,000 on condition that all issued 
share certificates be deposited with the Bank and that such shareholders sign 
the open share transfer form endorsed on the back of each certificate. Mr 
Bannister refused to deposit his share certificates. After further negotia- 
tion the Bank of Nova Scotia were willing to accept as collateral the share 
certificates of Mr Finlayson and those of the Prime Minister. Before this 
happened Mr Finlayson purchased 675 of the shares held by Mr Duffus for the 
Minister, Darrell Rolle, for $450,000. Thus Mr Finlayson altogether held 
1,843 shares which clearly gave him control of Bahamas Catering. 


There was another matter on which Mr Finlayson and Mr Bannister did not agree. 
Mr Finlayson desired all profits of Bahamas Catering to be ploughed back to 
liquidate the bank overdraft. Mr Bannister wanted dividends to be paid to 
shareholders out of the profits. The Prime Minister attempted to mediate but 
as both Finlayson and Bannister remained adamant, the Prime Minister was un- 
willing to take sides and offered to sell to each of them the shares each held 
in trust for him beneficially. 


Mr Finlayson stated in evidence that at a meeting in December 1975 with the 
Prime Minister and Mr Bannister, he proposed that "Bannister will take the 
responsibility of paying the Prime Minister a total amount of money that the 
and I owe. I will take the responsibility of putting up my shares to the Bank 
of Nova Scotia and signing a personal guarantee and give up my ownership of 
shares in a certain company called Independence 73. That was to be the basis 
of the agreement." 


Mr Bannister said he wanted Bahamas Catering to be refinanced in such a way 
"that the people we were holding shares in trust for could be paid off out of 
the refinancing" and in particular to pay off the Prime Minister for the 
shares "I felt I was obligated to him for." His recollection was that he told 
Mr Finlayson "that he should take Catering and go and I was going to take 
Bahamas World and go about my business." Mr Bannister however retained 


shares in Bahamas Catering, pears Mr Finlayson and Mr 
and it is apparent from his Bannister valued these shares at 
evidence that he acknowledged $550,000. The Prime Minister’s 
am obligation on his part to pay recollection was that Mr 
for the shares held in trusi for Bannister was to give $650,000 
the Prime Minister by both Mr for everything, being $540,000 
Finlayson and keescif. k ap for Babamas Caicrimg and 
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$110,000 for his holding in 
Independence 73 Ltd. 

No documents were prepared 
to give legal effect to these 
transactions and the nature and 
extent of the agreement reached 
between the parties rests on the 
recollections of the Prime 
Minister, Mr Finlayson and Mr 
Bannister. The question arose 


as to whether the $550,000 


of the 930 shares at the time. 
Mr Trevor Gorman, a chartered 
accountant and the _ senior 
partner of Price Waterhouse, 
Chartered Accountants at the 
request of the Commission 
made a ...uation of the fair 
market value of these shares as 
at 31st December 1975 which he 
assessed at $730,357 expressed 
in Bahamian funds. He defined 


represented a fair market value “fair market value’? as the 


highest price obtainable in an open and unrestricted market between informed 
prudent parties acting at arms length and under no compulsion to act, ex- 
pressed in terms of money or moneys worth. He set out in his report the 
accounting principles and the factors upon which he ascertained the fair 
market value of $730,357 and explained them in his evidence. He also con- 
sidered that there was a congingent asset which would as at 31 December 1975 
entitle a vendor of the shares to a further sum of $67,000 in the circum- 
stances set out in paragraph five of the report (INQ. 819). It therefore 
appears that the total that the Prime Minister was willing to accept in the 
settlement between himself and Mr Bannister was less than the estimated market 
value of the shares at that time. 


No payment was made in respect of these shares by Mr Bannister to the Prime 
Minister until April, 1980. The Prime Minister said that, in the meantime, he 
had initially been expecting payment but as time passed he thought it was an 
empty hope and apparently abandoned all idea of getting paid and for that rea- 
son he did not disclose it as a debt receivable in his return to the Public 
Disclosure Commission 


On 3rd April, 1980 the Prime $216,021.39 apparently 





Minister received a cheque for 
$227,500 from Mr _ Bannister 
through his company Yasmar 
Investments Ltd. which was 
deposited in the Prime 
Minister’s account at the Bank 
of Nova Scotia. Two of the 
other payments by Mr Bannister 
on that day. on behalf of the 
Prime Minister were connected 
with the building of the Prime 
Minister’s new house, 
Lakeview, the cheque to 
Chee-a-Tow Ltd. being for 
survey fees and the cheque of 
$91,961 was paid toB&A 
-Construction Ltd., the con- 
tractors who were building the 
new house. The third cheque, to 
Bahama Holidays we believe to 
be in respect of air fares. 


The unusual feature of these 
payments was that altogether 
they totalled $333,979.61, a 
strange sum for the part pay- 
ment of an outstanding debt of 
$550,000, leaving a balance of 





oustanding of which no record 
was kept. 


Payment of $200,000 from 
the account of BWA (1974) 
Ltd. 

In order to place this pay- 
ment of $200,000 in its true 
perspective it is appropriate to 
trace something of the history 
of Bahamas World Airlines 
Ltd. (BWA) and its related 
companies and to bear in mind 
that BWA and Bahamas World 
Airlines (1974) Ltd. (BWA 
1974) were two distinct and 
separate companies with dif- 
ferent shareholders. 


Bahamas World Airlines Ltd. 
BWA was incorporated under 
the title of Bahamas World 
Transport Ltd in March 1968. 
The Prime Minister said he 
caused this company to be 
incorporated and during the 
year that followed he researched 
and made preparations for 





establishing an international 
airline. This company was in- 
active until late 1969 when Mr 
Everette Bannister became pres- 
ident of the company. In 
January 1970 the name of the 
company was changed to Bah- 
amas World Airline Ltd. 
(BWA) and in March 1971 its 
share capital was increased to 
$1,200,000. Financing arrange- 
ments were initially made 
through Butlers Bank Ltd. 
which became Bahamas 
Commonwealth. Bank Ltd 
(BCB) in late 1972. In February 
1973 Independence 73 Ltd was 
incorporated with a nominal 
. capital divided into 3,000 shares 
of one dollar each. This com- 
pany controlled BWA Holdings 
Ltd which in turn, by, its 
holding of over six million 
shares in BWA, had control of 
BWA the operating company. 

Mr Bannister was the regis- 
tered owner of 1,284 shares in 
Independence 73 Ltd, of which 
he held 428 shares in trust for 
the Prime Minister evidenced by 
share certificate No 8 dated 
28th March 1973. Mr Gareth 
Finlayson held 856 shares. Thus 
between them they had control 
of Independence 73 Ltd. 

In December 1972 BWA 
borrowed $3.1 million from 
BCB to purchase two Boeing 
aircraft and was granted by 
BCB an operating line of credit. 
In 1974 BCB was put into 
liquidation and at that time 
BWA was indebted to BCB in 
the sum of over $10 million 
which included $7.5 million 
overdrawn on current account, 
according to the liquidator’s 
report. The liquidators with the 
co-operation of BWA sold the 
two Boeing aircraft for 
$450,000 and Mr Bannister 
seems to have thought that 
thereby BWA liquidated its debt 
to BCB. But that was not the 
view of the liquidators and 
interest charges on the debt 
continued to accumulate. How- 
ever neither BWA _ nor In- 
dependence 73 Ltd was put into 
liquidation. Both companies 
remained inoperative and later 
became defunct. 


Bahamas World Airlines (1974) 
Ltd. 

This company was imcorpo- 
rated in 1974 by Mr Bannister. 
The Prime was not a sharehold- 
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er in BWA (1974). However Mr 
Bannister said he considered 
himself obligated to the Prime 
Minister in respect ofi the 428 


shares in Independence 73 Lid. 
which he held in trust for the 
Prime Minister. The value of 
these shares was assessed at 
$110,000. But how this figure 
was arrived at is not apparent to 
the Commission. According to 
the Prime Minister it is a figure 
on which they both agreed. Mr 
Bannister’s recollection was a 
figure of $110,000 or $300,000 
but he admitted his mind was 
somewhat hazy. 

In a written agreement dated 
23rd September 1981 BWA 
(1974) and a company called Jet 
Executive International (JE]), 
in which a Mr Sorkis Webbe 
apparently had an_ interest, 
entered into a contract for a 
joint venture to operate air 
charter services. By clause 5 of 
the agreement BWA (1974) was 
to contribute $200,000 and JEI, 
$286,000 towards the operating 
capital of this joint venture. On 
13th October 1981 JEI contrib- 
uted $295,000 of which Mr 
Bannister stated $275,000 was 
paid by cheque and $20,000 in 
cash and both sums _ were 
credited to the bank account of 
BWA (1974) on that day. 

In his report (at p.7 of Exh. 
INQ 822) Inspector Richter said 
that this payment of $275,000 
came from Mr Sorkis Webbe on 
behalf of a company called 
Leisure Company of Lucaya 
Ltd. and he continued by 
saying: | 

‘This company had appar- 
ently agreed to purchase 30% of 
the shares of BWA (1974) Ltd. 
in return for payments to BWA 
(1974) Ltd. of up to $2.6 
million dollars. The $275,000 
was apparently a payment on 


_ the $2.6 million dollars. BWA 


(1974) Ltd. received Central 
Bank approval for this share 
transaction on 15th September 
1981.” 

This opinion appears to be 
based on a document dated 19th 
June, 1984 in the bundle Exh. 
INQ. 684 addressed ‘*To Whom 
it May Concern’’, with Mr 
Bannister’s name typed un- 
derneath the text but not signed 
by him, which reads:- 

**] hereby certify that on the 
13th October, 1981 the sum of 
US$275,000.00 was received by 














Bahamas World Airlines (1974) 
Limited into their Current 
Account at the Main Branch of 
Barclays Bank International, 
Bay Street representing the 
proceeds of Cable Transfer 
from the Southeast First Na- 
tional Bank of Miami paid at 
the order of Sorkis Webbe. This 
payment was part of an agreed 
amount to be paid by a group 
of investors including Mr Sorkis 
Webbe for the purchase of 
shares in Bahamas World 
Airlines (1974) Limited. 

From the proceeds of this 
Bank transfer I purchased a 
draft on the Account of Bah- 
amas World Aijrlines (1974) 


Limited for te sum of. 


US$200,000.00 in favour of The 
Bank of Nova Scotia and | 
attach hereto photocopies of the 
relevant Bank Vouchers dealing 
with this transaction.”’ 

This certificate is in direct 
conflict with the oral evidence 
Mr Bannister gave before the 
Commission that the $275,000 
and $20,000 came from Jet 
Executive International on 13th 
October, 1981. In cross- 
examinatin Mr Bannister con- 
firmed that the Central Bank by 
their letter of 15th September 
1981 granted Leisure Co. of 
Lucaya Ltd. permission to 
advance $2.6 million to BWA 
(1974) for a transfer by BWA 
(1974) to Leisure Co. of Lucaya 
Ltd of 30% of the shares of 
BWA (1974). He therefore con- 
sidered he had a source of funds 
from which to provide the 
BWA (1974) share of the 
Operating capital in the joint 
venture with JEI. But he had 
not received any money from 
Leisure of Lucaya Ltd. by 13th 
October 1981. On 12th October, 
1981 the bank account of BWA 
(1974) was overdrawn by 
$1184.32. On 13th October the 
two sums totalling $295,000 
received from JEI was paid into 
this account thereby providing 
the credit balance out of which 
the $200,000 was paid by draft 
on 15th October payable to the 
Bank of Nova Scotia and 
deposited in the Prime 
Minister’s account at that bank 
on 20th October, 1981. 

This evidence shows that the 
source of the payment of the 
$200,000 by Mr Bannister to the 
Prime Minister was not drug 
related. But it also illustrates 





that what Mr Bannister re- 
garded as his obligation to 
compensate the Prime Minister 
for the shares in Independence 
73 was no more than a moral 
obligation which he was at 
liberty to honour from _ his 
personal funds but to make 
such a payment from the bank 
account of BWA (1974) in the 
circumstances described raises a 
serious question of propriety 
which falls outside our terms of 
reference. 


Payment of $91,000 to Mr 
Arnold Cargill 

- On or about 27th February, 
1981 Mr Cargill received a 
manager’s cheque for $91,000 
which was credited to the 
account of Mr Cargill’s com- 
pany, B & A Construction Ltd. 
the contractors who built the 
Prime Minister’s new house, 
Lakeview. The Prime Minister 
said in evidence that he was told 
by Mr Bannister that he had 
been approached by Mr Cargill 
for a loan but while he was 
unwilling to lend the money he 
was prepared to pay Cargill if 
the amount paid would be 
credited to the cost of building 
‘*Lakeview.’* The Prime 
Minister said he was consulted 
and asked if it was all right; he 
said it was; and Mr Bannister 
gave him the cheque which he 
handed to Mr Cargill. The 
Prime Minister was not aware 
of the source from which Mr 
Bannister received funds with 
which to make the payment. 

It appeais from the evidence 
of Mr Duffus of the law firm of 
Rolle, Knowles & Co. that 
about 23rd February, 1981 Mr 
Bannister approached him say- 
ing ‘‘he was in dire financial 
Straits, that he needed money 
urgently.’’ Mr Duffus said that 
because of the ‘‘urgent financial 
need’’ he approached Mr 
Peloquin for an advance of 
legal fees, the letter of request 
being dated 23rd February, 
1981. Mr Duffus received an 
advance of $120,000 from Mr 
Peloquin for legal work which 
Mr Peloquin described as being 
done by the law firm on behalf 
of Resorts International who at 
the time were operating El 
Casino at Freeport, Grand 
Bahama. Mr Peloquin said he 
had no knowledge of what 
happened regarding the 








$120,000 after it was paid to Mr 
Duffus. 

The law firm drew a cheque 
for $105,000 on 24th February, 
1981 payable to Mr Bannister’s 
company, Yasmar Investments 
Ltd. and on 27th February, 
1981 Yasmar Investments Lid 
purchased a manager’s cheque 
for $91,000 payable to Mr 
Cargill, which the Prime 
Minister handed to him. 

Mr Peloquin is the president 
of Intertel, a security manage- 
ment and consulting firm, 
wholly owned by Resorts In- 
ternational whose principal 
client is also Resorts Interna- 
tional. He gave evidence in 
camera before the Commission 
and described how the payment 
of $120,000 to Mr Duffus came 
to be made at his request as an 
advance in respect of legal fees 
for work that was being done in 
connection with Resorts In- 
ternational. Mr Peloquin 
assured the Commission, and 
we accept his assurance, that 
the payment was being made to 
the law firm and that he had no 
knowledge of the payment or of 
any intention by Mr Duffus to 
make a payment from these 
funds to Mr Bannister. 

It would appear from the 
evidence of the Prime Minister 
and of Mr Duffus that Mr 
Bannister told a different story 
to each of them. However the 
cheque for $120,000 was drawn 
on the account ,of Paradise 
Island Ltd, a source which was 
clearly not drug related. 


Identified Deposits of 


$341,573.75. 

These deposits were made by 
cheques the sources of which 
were apparent from the cheques 
and deposit slips produced to 
Inspector Richter which suf- 
ficed to show they were not 
drug related. 


Unidentified Deposits of 
$181,479.83. 

Inspectc. Richter told us that 
he was unable to identify the 
source of these deposits of 
which a total of $114,023.10 
were made by cheque regarding 
which it appears the Bank could 
not find the microfilm and the 
remainder of which $67,456.73 
could not be identified as esther 
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Minister commented they were 
largely cheques which he could 
not identify without sight of the 
cheques themselves since no 
separate records of deposits 


were kept by him. 


Unidentified Cash Deposits of 
$57,342. 

This figure included the fol- 
lowing cash deposits, two of 
which have since been 
identified: 


25th July, 1979 $10,000 
30th Oct. 1981 $10,000 
2Ist Dec. 1982 $16,000 


The deposit of $16,000 was, 
according to the deposit slip, 
made up of 160 bills of $100 
each which the Prime Minister 
stated was a gift from his 
constituents. 

Inspector Richter ascertained 
that the $10,000 deposited on 
25th July, 1979 was a repay- 
ment from Mr S A Morris in 
$100 bills. The other deposit of 
$10,000 on 30th October, 1981 
was made up of $50 and $100 
bills, but the source is not 
known as the Prime Minister 
could not recall when this 
payment was received. 

There were also two cash 
deposits of $5,000 on 28th July, 
1978 and $5,300 on 25th 
October, 1979 respectively paid 
into the bank account of Ora- 
nyan House Ltd., a company 
beneficially owned by the Prime 
Minister and Lady Pindling, 
which remain unidentified. 

According to Inspector 
Richter the remaining deposits 
were in small amounts some of 
which he understood to be 
dividends from Mar-Dees Ltd., 
a company in which Lady 
Pindling had an interest. 

It may be noted that these 
deposits were made over a 
period of years and without the 
appropriate documentation 
being available it is perhaps not 
surprising that the source of 
some of them is not recalled. 
Lakeview House 

Mr Richter commented in 
evidence that the Prime 


Minister’s most significant 


expenditure in recent years has 
been in respect of the construc- 
tion of his new house, 
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that he had received 
$610,451.72 from the Prime 
Minister towards construction 
costs in the period 3rd April, 
1980 and 13th June, 1983. Mr 
Richter said the initial payment 
of $9',961 on 3rd April, 1980 
Originated from the BWA 
(1974) account and the $91,000 
payment originated from 
Yasmar Investments Ltd. 
account. Mr Richter also said B 
& A Construction Company 
received three payments on 
behalf of the Prime Minister 
from a source unknown to Mr 
Richter, totalling $60,902.89. 
The Prime Minister said that 
further payments towards the 
building of the house, totalling 
$282,795 were made by him. 


Thus a total of $895,246.72 was 
expended by him on the con- 
struction of Lakeview. 
Conclusion 

It is apparent that the Prime 
Minister’s expenditure over the 


years from 1977 has far 


exceeded his income. However 
none of the known sources of 
funds made available to him 
appear to have been drug. 
related. As to the unidentified 
deposits, the sources of which 
are still unknown, all that can 
be said is that there is no 
evidence before the Commission 
upon which we can form a 
conclusion as to whether or not 
these unidentified funds were 
drug related. 


Charge of ZNS Distortion 


SINCE early this morning, 
Radio station ZNS has been 
reporting that the report of the 
Commission of Inquiry ‘‘com- 
pletely rejected’’ the allegations 
of the September 5, 1983 NBC 
Brian Ross telecast. 

ZNS says the report ‘‘com- 
pletely vindicated’’ Prime 
Minister Sir Lynden Pindling of 
charges he accepted money 
from drug smugglers and ‘‘re- 
jected’’ the et te of drug 
trafficker Timothy Minnig. No 
mention was made of any other 
persons examined by the 
Commission. Neither did ZNS 
report that there was a dissent- 
ing minority report on Sir 
Lynden’s finances by 


Bahamian-born Bishop Drexel 
Gomez or the fact that the 
Bishop did not accept the 
explanation given of the pay- 
ment of part of the finder’s fee 
to the Prime Minister in con- 
nection with the sale of the 
Paradise Island bridge. He said 
he did not find the explanations 
‘“‘truthful.”’ 

The Bishop said that it was 
“certainly feasible that all of 
these payments could have been 
made from non-drug related 
sources. But, he said, that in his 
opinion ‘‘the circumstances 
raise great suspicions.”’ He said 
he found it ‘‘impossible to say 
that the payments were all 
non-drug related.”’ 


Reaction From FNM 
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[Text] OFFICIAL Opposition Leader Kendal Isaacs charged last night that two 
members of the Commission of Inquiry, which presented its long-awaited report 
Firday, wanted to be very technical and hide behind the stand that certain 
types of corruption were not within the Commission's terms of reference. 


"You know, whether or not certain evidence was net within the terms of refer- 
ence, we, the people of the Bahamas, have been more concerned about whether 
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Pindling and his government have been corrupt, whether they have broken the 
rules and whether they should split the scene," Mr Isaacs declared. 


Addressing thousands of his Free National Movement supporters at a rally at 
the RM Bailey Senior High School playground, the Opposition Leader added: 
"And there can be no doubt as far as I am concerned that rules of evidence, 
terms of reference or not, Pindling has been found guilty." 


Mr Isaacs, MP for Delaporte and a former Attorney General, dealt strictly 
with the report of the Commission, particularly its findings on the finances 
of the Prime Minister, Sir Lynden Pindling, as did all of the speakers at the 
"Save The Nation" rally. 


Two of the three commissioners - President Sir James Smith and member Mr 
Edward Willes - held that from the evidence before the Commission they were 
unable to say the Prime Minister received drug money, but the third commis- 
sioner, Bahamian-born Bishop Drexel Gomez of Barbados, said he could not say 
payments made to the Prime Minister were all non-drug related. 


"L O is on his way out and it is up to us to make sure that he moves out much 
quicker than he would like to," he said. 


Mr Isaacs told the crowd that for about a year the opposition has been frus- 
trated in not being able to talk about the evidence that has been given before 
the Commission, and in fact was once called over the coals by members of the 
Commission for having gone too far in discussing it on an earlier occasion. 


Telling supporters that they are now free to comment on the evidence, the find- 
ings of the Commission, to put their own interpretation of that evidnce and to 
disregard if they see fit any of the findings of the Commission. 


"Regardless of what those commissioners have found, you the people have heard 
and you have seen and you have analysed the evidence that has been given over 
the past year and the verdict is really up to you," Mr Isaacs said. "You are 
the jury." 


"And make no mistake about it, you are there to make up your mind on the evi- 
dence that you have heard and on the evidence that you have read as to whether 
L O Pindling is guilty, whether his colleagues are guilty, whether certain 
officials are guilty, or not," Mr Isaacs said. 


"And let me say right now, that on the evidence that we have heard, there can 
be no question that L O and his colleagues, with only one or two exceptions, 
have been found guilty," the Opposition Leader declared. 


Mr Isaacs told the crowd that although the opposition Shadow Attorney General, 
Montagu MP Orville Turnquest, has summed up the position very well, there are 
a few more things that he would like to add. 
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He noted that the majority 
members of the Commission 
said there wasn’t sufficient 
evidence to connect the Prime 
Minister with drug trafficking, 
but they agreed that there was 
almost $200,000 that had been 
paid into the Prime Minister’s 
account that he could not 
account for and that nobody 
could account for. : 


He said there was also a 


smaller amount of $46,000 that , 


PLP businessman Everette 
Bannister, a close friend and 
confidant of Sir Lynden, had 
paid into the Prime Minister’s 
account ‘‘that neither Pindling 
nor Bannister could account 
‘for.”’ 


‘*Now, just dwell on that for 
a minute,’’ Mr Isaacs said. 
‘“‘Here you have a Prime 
Minister of a country, a man 
who is supposed to be running 
his country for the benefit of all 
Bahamians and not for the 
purpose of increasing himself 
and he has had $200,000 paid 
into his account that he cannot 
account for. And he has had 
$46,000 paid in by Bannister 
that neither can account for.”’ 

‘*Now I ask you, how many 

of you, ladies and gentlemen, 
would have money paid into 
your account, $1,000, $500, 
$1,500, that you could not 
‘account for? You see, it is 
significant that Bannister, 
‘whom all the members of the 
Commission have condemned, 
they have said that Bannister 
has dealt with Kojak and he has 
dealt with the Wards and he has 
received drug money from those 
two persons, and yet money 
that Bannister had paid into 
Pindling’s account that neither 
of them could account tor, and 
yet the Commission refuses, in 
my opinion to take that logical 
step that those monies that they 
can’t account for, could very 
well have come through 
Bannister from Ward or 
Kojak,’’ Mr Isaacs said. 
' He said that Mr Bannister has 
been found by the Commission 
**to be so guilty’’ that his case is 
being sent to the Attorney 
General. 

**And yet, at the risk o7 
repeating myself, monies that 
he has paid to the Prime 
Minister and that neither of 
them can account for, could 
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very easily have been and the 
commissioners could very easily 
have found that that money was 
drug related,” the opposition 
leader said. ‘‘But they were too 
cautious.”’ 

Mentioning the letter he de- 
livered to the Prime Minister 
when he led the FNM 
parliamentarians on a march to 
the Churchill Building asking 
the Prime Minister to resign, 
Mr Isaacs said that ‘‘the man 
has been bumming around.”’ 

**He started building a house 
and he he’s been bumming 
around getting this $200,000 
here and $200,000 there to build 
this house,”’ he said. 

Mr Isaacs said that it is 
‘‘rather interesting’? that the 
Prime Minister likes to accuse 
him and his FNM colleagues of 
‘‘playing up to the white 
folks,” but pointed out that 
‘fall the money that he’s 
bummed to build his house, he 
got from white folks.”’ 

‘‘The man is a bum,”’ he said 
before proceeding to examine 
and analyse ‘“‘that situation’ 
for a couple of minutes. 

He then read to the crowd a 
Code of Ethics that had been 
framed by the Prime Minister 
upon taking office in 1967, 
saying that ‘‘no Minister of the 
Government ought to accept 
any gift that might cause him to 
compromise himself by causing 
it to be believed that he was 
being bribed.”’ 

‘‘Again we have this bum 
accepting hundreds of 
thousands of dollars from white 
folks who have been and who 
will be dealing with his 
Government,’’ Mr Isaacs said. 
‘‘Now what kind of Prime 
Minister is that. He is brazenly 
selling himself and the people of 
the Bahamas to these people.” 

He said that when the FNM 
talk about dealing with foreign- 
ers, it talks about foreigners 
investing in the Bahamas so that 
Bahamians can benefit from 
that investment. 


‘‘That money that will be 
brought into the Bahamas as a 
result of investment, would 
filter through to all Bahamians 
and all of us would benefit,’’ he 
said. ‘“‘But this money that 
Pindling has bummed from his 
white friends, will not benefit 
the Bahamian, x will go and 











have gone into building his 
mansion.”’ 

‘**You know, he has so 
obviously become indebted to 
these people who have contrib- 
uted towards that house, that 
we Bahamians will be paying 
for that for many, many years 
to come and we would not have 
benefitted one iota,’’ the Op- 


position leader said. 

‘“*l] say that Pindling’s con- 
duct has been conduct unbe- 
coming, unbecoming of even a 
junior minister, much less the 
Prime Minister of the country, 
and I say for that alone, he 
should resign, for that alone he 
should be kicked out of office,’’ 
he said. 


Call for Pindling's Resignation 
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YAMACRAW MP Mrs Janet 
Bostwick told an FNM rally 
Monday night that the Com- 
mission of Inquiry’s Report has 
only set the ‘‘ball rolling’ and 
the official opposition will not 
rest until the PLP Government 
of Prime Minister Sir Lynden 
Pindling is removed from 
office. 

‘‘We’re on the march and the 
whole world will see that the 
name ‘Bahamas’ is not syn- 
onymous with corruption, we’re 
not synonymous with drug 
dealers. In the Bahamas are 
hard working, decent, respect- 
able people with honesty and 
integrity,’’ Mrs Bostwick said. 

**We do not stoop to the low 
things that our Prime Minister 
has stooped to,’’ the first 
woman ever elected to the 
House of Assembly told the 
rally at the R M Bailey Senior 
High School playgrounds. 

‘‘We are ashamed that that 
man speaks with authority over 
good and decent and noble 
people,’”’ she said. ‘‘We are 
convinced that there is some- 
thing alien about this man, his 
actions, his whole demeanour 
cannot be Bahamian. There is 
something very alien about 
him.’’ : 

She declared that the Com- 
mission of Inquiry did not say 
that the Prime Minister was 
exonerated. 

‘‘They said: we cannot say 
that he did not receive drug 
money but they said even 
more,’’ Mrs Bostwick said and 
referred to the words of the 
Bishop of Barbados, 
Bahamian-born Drexel Gomez. 
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‘*And I told you that I was 
one who thought that the 
Bishop ought not to have been 
appointed. I admit that I was 
wrong. God moves in 
mysterious ways and his 
wonders will be performed,”’ 
she said. ‘‘I said that the Bishop 
ought not to be appointed 
because the Bishop was a man 
of God and he is taught to 
forgive.”’ 

‘That is what I said and I 

still say that he is taught to 
forgive and even with all that 
teaching and even with all his 
priority set on forgiveness and 
redemption, he had to condemn 
L O Pind'ing,’’ Mrs Bostwick 
said. 
“And if a man of God 
condemns you, you are thrice 
condemned. He went further. 
By implication, he said that L O 
Pindling is a liar. Now I tell you 
all that he said that L O 
Pindling is a liar and I agree 
that L O Pindling is a liar,’’ the 
Yamacraw MP said. 

She pointed out that the 
Bishop said that there was 
certain evidence given concern- 
ing money which was paid to 
the Prime Minister by his close 
friend and confidant Everette 
Bannister in connection with the 
sale of the Paradise Island 
bridge. 

She said that the primary 
witnesses in that part of the 
investigation of the Commission 
were the Prime Minister and Mr 
Bannister. 

‘“‘And the Bishop said that 
the evidence in respect of that 
transaction was untrue. If the 
evidence was untrue, who was 











lying? L O Pindling and 
Everette Bannister,”’ she said. 

Mrs Bostwick told the crowd 
that even if the Prime Minister 
and Mr Bannister were not 
lying, ‘‘don’t you ever forget 
the sale of the bridge.”’ 

‘*That bridge has been a sore 
point for Bahamians from the 
time it was constructed because 
we say that $2 was too much to 
cross over thai littl span of 
concrete and steel from one part 
of our harbour to the next,’’ the 
Yamacraw MP said. 

She said that she understood 
that when the time came for 
that bridge to be sold, the 
people of the Bahamas would 
get that bridge ‘‘and we never 
knew that the bridge was soid 
until there was the Commission 
of Inquiry.”’ 

‘“‘And when we found out, 
not only did L O Pindling 
authorise the sale of the bridge, 
L O Pindling got $330,000 from 
the sale of the bridge,’’ she 
said. ‘‘That is damn dishonest. 
That is most dishonest and he 
has to answer for that. 

‘It is true that did not come 
within the terms of the Com- 
mission of Inquiry but it comes 
within the terms of the inquiry 
held by every single Bahamian 
in this country and we find him 
guilty of that. He has totally 
deceived the people of this 
Bahamas from day one,’’ she 
said. 

She said that even commis- 
sioners Sir James Smith and Mr 
Edward Willes, who did not go 
as hard as the Bishop, said that 
the payment of that money 
raised a serious question of 
propriety but added that it was 
not within their terms of refer- 
ence. 

‘‘Well, commissioners, where 
you stop, we shall begin and we 
shall not rest until we know the 
truth behind that payment. We 
shall not rest until we know the 
truth behind the $300,000 
payment from Everette 
Bannister again to L O Pindl- 
ing,’’ she said. 

‘“‘We shall not rest until we 
know about this loan which was 
wiped off...$750,000 from E P 
St George and Hayward,”’ she 
said. ‘‘We want to know all 
about what was given for the 
loan of a quarter of a million 
dollars from Barber.”’ 








‘‘We want to know all about 
that since those things were not 
dealt with and did not come 
within the terms of reference of 
the Commission of Inquiry. L 
O Pindling you haven’t escaped 
yet. The verdict on that is 
you're guilty and the sentence, 
you’re going to pay, brother,” 
Mrs Bost-vick said. 

Mrs Bostwick said the FNM 
wanted the Prime Minister to 
resign, begged him to resiga, 
and if he had gone and begged 
their pardon, it is possible that 
the sentence would not have 
been as harsh. , 

‘But in any criminal court... 
in any criominal court, when 
you go on and you profess your 
innocence and you put the 
people through the expense of 
trying you, then the judge in 
sentencing you, he is not in- 
clined to be so lenient with 
you,”’ she said. 

‘‘He has put us through a hell 
of a lot of expense,”’ she said. 
‘‘He has dragged us around the 
international court of people’s 
consciences. He has made it 
necessary for all of us to cleanse 
ourselves of the stench which he 
has attached to our name 
‘Bahamian,’ and for that he 
must pay the price.”’ 

Mrs Bostwick said that 
everyone who has tied 
themselves to the Prime 


Minister’s coat tail and who 
have sought to stand up beside 
him, be they Ministers of 
Government or Ministers of 
Religion, ‘‘you too are paying 
the vrice.’’ 

We warned you. We warned 
you to disassociate yourselves 
from the man. You didn’t take 
our advice. Now you too, I am 
sorry to say, are paying the 
price,’ the Yamacraw MP 
declared. 

She said that the FNM is 
serious in its decision to fight 
until hell freezes to deliver this 
country from the ‘tyrannical 
rule’ of the Prime Minister and 
his minions. 

‘Let them know that they 
can start today as they did last 
week to keep us in the House of 
Assembly and we will go as we 
did last week all night, al! day, 
all night, all day again until we 
have accomplished our 
mission,”’ she said. 

“let them know that we will 





no longer take their shinanigan 
and the FNM is going to be 
pushed no more,”’ she said. 
‘**We are now standing firm and 
in our battle positions.”” 

She then repeated what she 

: had said in September: ‘‘We 
will do everything which we 
legally possibly can to rid this 
country of L O Pindling and his 
people.”’ 

*‘Make no mistake, if that 
included the necessity of taking 
our story on the airwaves 
abroad, then so be it. We will 
do everything L O, everything 
which we legally can to get rid 
of you,’’ Mrs Bostwick said. 


Turnquest Slap at ZNS, McWeeney 
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FREE National Movement 
Shadow Attorney-General and 
Member of Parliament for 

. Orville Turnquest, 
today denied having said he 
was dissatisfied with the 


_ Commission of Inquiry Report 


and firmly restated that the 
Prime Minister was not 
*‘vindicated’’ by the Re- 


port. 

Condemning the ZNS report 
clearing the Prime—Minister of 
all charges as a ‘‘damn lie,’’ Mr 
Turnquest warned the govern- 
ment and ZNS management 
that the Bahamian people are 
angry at the way ZNS continues 
to insult their intelligence and 
fair play on a regular basis. He 
warned that the anger is grow- 
ing with every new outrage. 

**As for ZNS, my collegues 
and I have already expressed 
our disgust and contempt for 
the manner in which the PLP 
government have, in their dirty 
and doggish ways, prostituted 
this national institution and 
reduced it ta a shabby, unfair 
and underfocratic tool of the 
PLP lying propaganda 
machine,’’ he said. 

Mr Turnquest, in a press 
release issued today, challenged 
PLP Chairman Sean McWeeney 
to re-read the Commission re- 
port and the text of his 
(Turnquest) speech and then say 
if, “‘by any stretch of the 
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imagination and with the 
slightest commitment to the 
truth that the Prime Minister 
has been vindicated by the 
Report. 

“If he is stili able to do so, 
theri I am afraid he is already 
too deeply mired in PLP iniqui- 
ty and deceit,’’ the FNM 
Member of Parliament said. 

In a statement read over ZNS 


‘TV last night McWeeney said 


that although Mr Turnquest 
may be politically dissatisfied 
with the Commission’s findings 
on the Prime Minister there is 
nothing he, or anyone else, can 
do to change a single word in 
the report. 

At an FNM rally on Monday 
night Mr Turnquest had said 
that the FNM party ‘‘must 
ensure that the public knows 
exactly what the Commission of 
Inquiry has done and has 
found.”” He also said: ‘‘The 
Commission of Inquiry has 
condemned Pindling.’’ 

‘Does that sound as if I was 
dissatisfied?’’ Mr Turnquest 
asked. 

At the FNM rally Mr Turn- 
quest referred to several de- 
posits made to the Prime 
Minister’s bank account, the 
sources of which were not 
identified. He said this at the 
rally: 

‘But the Commission of 








Inquiry was only authorized to 
deal with payments... which 
were drug-related, and they 
couldn’t say on that alone that 
those payments were drug _re- 
lated, but they could not 
account for it as being legiti- 
mate. So they couldn’t find him 
‘not guilty’ like they found 
Hanna, Maynard and 
Coakley,’’ Mr Turnquest said. 

“*L ask Sean McWeeney to say 
whether all this and the rest of 
my speech could possibly be 
interpreted by a sane and 
reasonable person as expressing 
dissatisfaction,’”” Mr Turnquest 
continued. 

In his statement McWeeney 
said there were numerous 
allegations of corruption 
against the Prime Minister but 
in each and every case the 
Commission’s report was ‘‘clear 
and unequivocal” in saying 
there was no evidence: to sup- 
port the allegations. 

**I realize,’’ continued 
McWeeney, “‘that the vindica- 
tion of the Prime Minister has 
come as a shock and surprise 
for the FNM. I appreciate 
equally that the Commission’s 
report represents a major set 
back for the Free National 
Movement. They had wanted so 
desperately to see a Report that 
would condemn the Prime 
Minister. It just didn’t happen. 
And now they shall simply have 
to find something else to talk 


McWeeney Reply 


about,’” he said. 

Mr Turnquest, in his state- 
ment, said that it apprears that 
the Prime Minister, having 
“exhausted the credibility of 
another young Bahamian whom 
he recruited to run interference 
between himself and the public, 
is now using Mr McWeeney for 
the same purpose.”’ 

*‘Mr McWeeney has taken a 
shallow, childish and dishonest 
approach to debating the 
Commission of Inquiry report. 
I would have thought he was 
intelligent enough to realize that 
the Bahamian people do not 
regard this as a joking matter 


. and that he had _ sufficien’ 


integrity and maturity to face 
the hard facts and talk sense to 
the Bahamian people,’’ Mr 
Turnquest said. 

ZNS radio and TV gave full 
and frequent coverage to 
McWeeney’s comments on what 
Mr Turnquest was alleged to 
have said, but at no time did the 
station report Mr Turnquest’s 
Monday night speech or any 
part of it. Mr Turnquest said 
the newly elected PLP chairman 
of ‘‘Pindling’s corrupt and 
shattered PLP, had once again 
attempted the impossible task 
of mounting a defence for his 
master. Since there is no 
defence, he has resorted to a 
familiar dirty trick of the PLP 
by attempting to attribute to me 
something I have never said.”’ 
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PLP National Chairman Sean 
McWeeney today maintained 
that FNM _  Shadow-Attorney 
General and Montagu Member 
of Parliament Orville Turnquest 
had expressed dissatisfaction 
with the Commission of Inqui- 
ry’s findings on the Prime 
Minister. 

Responding to Mr Turn- 
quest’s challenge yesterday to 
find the section of his speech 
which said he was dissatisfied 
with the Commission’s findings, 


lease quoting a statement by Mr 
Turnquest which, he says, 
‘imports dissatisfaction.”’ 

In his official statement yes- 
terday Mr Turnquest denied 
having said he was dissatisfied 
with the findings. ‘‘Now, de- 
spite what he says and despite 
what the Guardian’s headline 
said yesterday, I never said that 
I] was dissatisfied with the 
Report. The Guardian today 
(Wednesday, Dec 19) carried 
the full text of my speech and | 
challenge McWeency to read 
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that text and show where I say 
any such thing,’’ Mr Turnquest 
said, 

However Mr McWeeney still 
maintains that the Nassau 
Guardian was not wrong in its 
report. 

**But the truth of the matter 
is that the Nassau Guardian 
didn’t get it wrong at all and it 
is here that I respond directly to 
Mr Turnquest’s challange to 
point to that part of his speech 
which expresses dissatisfaction 
and I quote directly from Mr 
Turnquest’s speech as reported 
in the media (The Nassau 
Guardian): 

“We are a little bit con- 
cerned, not having read the 
Report, because I guess there 
were some 'of us who were 
looking for blood. Some of us 
expected the Commission to 
come out and say: ‘Pindling is a 
crook,’’ McWeeney quoted Mr 


Turnquest as saying at an FNM 


rally on Monday night. 

‘“‘Now if that statement does 
not import dissatisfaction, that 
is to say the dashing of one’s 
expectations, or a feeling of 
displeasure over a result, 1 don’t 
know what does,‘“‘ McWeeney 
said. 

McWeeney is basing his con- 
‘clusions on a report which 
appeared in the Nassau Guard- 
ian, dated December 18 under 
the heading ‘‘Turnquest Dis- 
satisfied with Panel’s Findings 
on P.M."’ However the quote 
on which McWeeney said he 
.based his comment did not 
appear in that article. It was 
used in the full text of Mr 
Turnquest’s speech, printed in 
the December 19 (Thursday) 
edition of the Guardian. 
McWeeney’s statement was read 
over ZNS TV on Wednesday 
night. 

Following is Mr Turnquest’s 
‘statement in the centext in 
which it was said at the rally, 
according to a taped recording 
taken by a Tribune reporter: 

‘‘A lot of people are con- 
cerned because in the brief time 
between Saturday night when 
the Commission report became 
available to some of us and now 
ZNS has gone on the air and 
has said that the Commission 
has cleared Pindling of all 
charges. This a damn lie!”’ 

“We are a little bit con- 
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cerned, not having read the 
report because I guess there 
were some of us who were 
looking for blood - some of us 
expected the Commission to 
come out and say ‘Pindling is a 
crook,’ ‘Pindling received 
$100,000 per month in drug 
money, or, ‘all this money 
which Bannister gave him was 
drug money.” But that does not 
mean that Pindling was not 
corrupt. I don’t care how the 
corruption arises, if the man is 
corrupt, whether it is drug 
money, bridge money, Port 
Authority money or Family 
Island Development fund 
money, the man is corrupt,”’ 
Mr Turnquest said. 

McWeeney further stated that 
contrary to Mr Turnquest’s 
suggestion that the PLP is 
treating the Commission Report 
as a joking matter, to them it is 
a ‘‘matter of the utmost 
seriousness and we have every 
intention of treating it that 
way.”’ 

“‘The FNM sees it only as 
some kind of political 
dartboard for target practice 
against personalities in the 
PLP; apart from that, the FNM 
couldn’t give two hoots about 
the Report,’’ McWeeney 
claimed. 


‘As for the Progressive Lib- 
eral Party, several months ago - 
long before the Commission 
reported, but moved nontheless 
by what we had seen and heard 
during the course of the Com- 
mission - we acknowledged tfiat 
all was not well and that it was 
necessary 10 move with purpc 
to higher ground in order ,to 
re-establish the primacy of 
pruduce and integrity in the 
conduct of public affairs,’’ 
McWeeney said. 4, 

He stated that the PLP has 
‘learned a lesson from all this, 
took stock of ourselves and 
move resolutely to address our 
shortcomings.”” ' 

In his release issued yesterday 
McWeeney quoted Arthur 
Hanna, Deputy Leader of the 
PLP as saying the Prime 
Minister_‘‘isn’t going anywhere. 
He has no reason to resign and 
no reason to call elections 
before 1987.”’ 

Mr Turnquest was not avail- 
able for comment today as he 
was off the island. 
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CENTRAL BANK REPORTS ON ECONOMY IN QUARTERLY REVIEW 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 5 Dec 84 p 7 


[Text ] 
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TAX revenue rose by five per 
cent, the government cut its 
own deficit and the national 
debt declined, according to the 
mid-year report of the Bahamas 
Central Bank. 

The national debt stood at 
$512.3 million by the end of 
June, down by $17.4 million 
from the first quarter figure of 
$529.7. million, the Central 
Bank reported. 

In its June quarterly review, 
the bank said that a 29 per cent 
increase in revenue of $21.6 
million had helped slash the 
Bahamas deficit from $9.3 mil- 
lion a year ago to $2.5 million 
in the second quarter of this 


year. 

It said that tax revenue 
increased by $3.1 million to 
$65.5 million and non-tax reve- 
nue by $18.4 million to $29.1 
million. 


The bank said the current 
account surplus for the second 
quarter increased to $15 mil- 
lion, up from the $6.9 million a 
year ago, reflecting the marked 
increase in revenu®. 

Net lending to public cor- 
porations cf $13.1 million and 
capital expenditure of $4.3 
million pushed the overall 
budgetary position into a deficit 
of $2.4 million. 

“This, however, was lower 
than the year earlier level of 
$9.3 million,’’ the Bank said. 
“The deficit was covered by 
short-term financing from 
commercial banks.”’ 

It said that debt repayment 
for the quarter totalled 9.1 
million dollars, of which 
100,000 dollars represented 
external repayments. The re- 
maining nine million dollars 
internal repayment was in 
Bahamian dollars. 
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BANK EMPLOYEES REGISTER WITH GOVERNMENT AS TRADE UNION 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 3 Dec 84 pp 1, 13 


[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text ] 


THE National Association of 
Bank Employees, formed after 
the dismissal in June of six 
senior staffers from the Bah- 
amas International Trust 
Company, has been registered 
as a trade union by the Ministry 
of Labour, adviser Sir Randol 
Fawkes said today. 

According to Sir Randol, a 
former unionist, the certificate 
of registration was granted the 
association in September, 1984. 

‘‘It was advertised and 
objections were invited by the 
Ministry of Labour and there 
was none,”” he said. ‘‘Conse- 
quently, it was registered as a 


trade union.’ 

“Today it is the only union 
registered exclusively for bank 
employees,’’ said Sir Randol. 

“The union will act as a 
protector at the job site and will 
stimulate dialogue between 
employers and employees on 
matters on common interest,”’ 
he said. 

Sir Rando! said that the 
‘‘common interest’? included 
working conditions, promo- 
tions, profit sharing and other 


. labour benefits. . 


He also said that the unio 
had become affiliated with the 
Bahamas Institute of Com- 
merce, a business school headed 
by Mr Cyril Lowe, located on 
Wulff Road on the second floor 
of the Heastie Building. 

Sir Rando! said that Mr 
Lowe, who has considerable 
experience in banking both 
here and abroad, will offer 
banking courses to union 
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members. 

He said that so far only 
temporary officers have been 
appointed to head the union. 

They are: Eric Butler, presi- 
dent; Rodney Lightbourne, 
treasurer; Roselyn Taylor, sec- 
retary; and Veronica Lotmorc, 
assistant secretary. 

Sir Rando! said that at the 
next meeting, scheduled for 
early next January, permanent 


_ Officers will be elected to the 


union’s Executive Board and 
Board of Trustees and will serve 
for a period of one year. 

The association was formed 
in June after the four tempo- 
rary executives, along with Rita 
Burrows and Agatha Pinder, 
were dismissed from Bitco with 
one month’s salary. 

The six filed a dispute with 
the Ministry of Labour against 
Bitco claiming wrongful dis- 
missal. 

Bitco claimed that the six 
were dismissed after their posi- 
tions became redundant due to 
overstaffing at the bank. 

Meetings were held at the 
Ministry of Labour between 
both parties, but none of the 
dismissed workers was re- 
instated. 

The Trade Union Congress, 
the Bahamas Hotel and Cater- 
ing Workers Union and the 
Bahamas Communications and 
Public Officers Union also 
threw their support behind the 
association. 

Also Baptist clergymen, 
brothers Rev Andrew and 
Timothy Stewart, Rev Simeon 
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Hall and Rev Dr Reuben E 
Cooper, condemned the dis- 
missals and called for the 
immediate re-instatement of the 
employees. 

Mention was also made of the 
firings by Government members 
during a subsequent meeting of 
the House of Assembly, which 
was attended by the six dis- 
missed bank staffers. 

In August, the Ministry of 

Labour published in The 
Nassau Guardian notice of its 
intention under the Fair Labour 
Standards Act (1970), to 
establish a Wages Council for 
workers in the banking in- 
dustry. ae 
~ The announcement called for 
persons wishing to make 
objections, omissions, additions 
or modifications to the draft 
regulations to do so in writing 
to the Ministry before Sep- 
tember, 1984. 

Former Labour Minister. 
Clement Maynard, now 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Tourism, told the House in July 
that- for the benefit of those 
dismisased Bitco employees, the 
Government had already agreed 
to set up a Wages Counciul to 
‘assist employees. 

- However TUC secretary gen- 
era) Leonard Archer, who was 
fired from the teaching pro- 
fession by the Government in 
July, 1983, called the proposal 
to establish the Wages Council 
discriminatory ‘because it 
excludes bank employees in the ~ 
public sector. 

Mr Archer, president of the © 
Caribbean Congress of Labous 
and former head of the Bah- © 
amas Union of Teachers, said - 
that it is fhe unions’ view that 
all bank workers, whether in the 
public or private sector, should 
be treated equally. 

He said that the fact that the 
Government excluded its own 
employees would mean that ifa_ 
-dispute arose, public bank 
employees would have nowhere 
to turn. on 
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BAHAMAS 


BRIEFS 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC CONSULATE--THE Consulate of the Dominican Republic has 
officially opened its offices to the Bahamian public. In a press statement, 
Mr. Francisco Jose Abreu, Consul General of the Dominican Republic, said that 
he was pleased to inform this country of "our Government's desire to establish 
commercial and business interchange with you and to strengthen our traditional 
friendly relationship which has always existed between the Governments of the 
Bahamas and the Dominican Republic. "We therefore extend the invitation to 
businessmen both here in Nassau and in the Family Islands, who are interested 
in establishing business with the Dominican Republic, to contact us at our of- 
fice for [Excerpt] [Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 3 Dec 84 pp 1, 13] 
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BOLIVIA 


BRIEFS 


CATTLEMEN SUSPEND MEAT SUPPLY--The cattleraisers have decided to indefinitely 
suspend the supply of meat to the market. The Cattle Breeders Federation of 

El] Beni and Pando, after a meeting held today with the attendance of delegates 
from its 28 chapters, decided to indefinitely suspend the supply of meat. In 
view of this situation, the Cattle Breeders Federation noted that the cattle- 
raising industry of El Beni and Pando is on the threshold of complete bank- 
ruptcy, only because of the government's lack of a decision to responsibly study 
the problems of this sector. The Cattlebreeders Federation of El Beni and Pando 
deplored to have to suspend the supply of meat to the national market, and hopes 
that a prompt solution can be found to the problem through talks with the 
government. [Text] [La Paz Cadena Panamericana in Spanish 0000 GMT 8 Jan 85 
PY | 


COB OPPOSES APPOINTMENT--The Bolivian Labor Confederation [COB] opposes the 
appointment of the new economic team, particularly the appointment of Freddy 
Justiniano, who held the position of industry minister in the past as planning 
and coordination minister. The COB says that Justiniano's appointment is 
rejected by the workers because he was involved in some shady deals during his 
previous administration. Angel Zabala, COB member, said that the government's 
decision is an open provocation to the COB. [Excerpt] [La Paz Cadena 
Panamericana in Spanish 1700 GMT 11 Jan 85 PY] 
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REPORTAGE ON THIRD ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION 
Second Phase Begins 
Sao Paulo 0 FSTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 27 Dec 64 p 10 


[Text] Loaded to the gunwales, the polar ship “Barao de Teffé' will leave the 
port of Rio Grande, 313 kilometers from Porto Alegre, on Satunday to begin 

the second phase of the third Brazilian expedition to the Antarctic. The 85 
crew members, meteorologists, students of maritime schools, photographers and 
mechanics who will work on the expansion of the “Comandante Ferraz" station 
have already begun to board the ship, where a brief ceremony will be held 
today to transfer command. Commander Paulo Cesar de Aguiar Adriao, recently 
promoted to the rank of admiral, will turn the ship over to Capt Paulo Roberto 
da Silveira Setal. 


For this second phase of the expedition, which will end on 13 February, the 
Navy is sending 14 modules to expand the Brazilian station. According to Paulo 
Fdson Mello Pinho, supervisor of the Antarctic support station, of the FYRG 
(University Foundation of Rio Grande), the “Barao de Teffe" will carry two 
small power generators, to be installed on Flephant and Nelson islands, and 

two large ones for the"Comandante Ferraz" station. It will also carry two 
motorcycles for field operations and two others adapted for travel over snow, 
donated by the Fifth Naval District of Rio Grande, The Fifth Naval District 
also provided two inflatable boats and also special snowshoes. 


The FURG support station has already begun to load the rest of the material 

on the polar ship: a wet lab and two dry labs to handle material collected 

in the waters and on land; a complete weather station; a 45,000-liter capacity 
fuel tank; a tank for drinking water which can hold 8,000 liters; a surgical 
center; a heliport (which will be set up at the Ferraz station); an atmospheric 
lab to process all atmospheric analyses; a refrigerator container to preserve 
perishable foods; two containers to be used for storage; two machine shop 
modules for base maintenance; and three other containers for the work on the 
station. 


According to Commander Adriao, the scientists from various universities in 
the country will only take part in the third phase of the voyage, when all 
the expansion work has been completed. They should board the 'Barao de Teffe" 
on 21 January at the Chilean base of Marsh, and will only return to Brazil 








at the end of the expedition, scheduled for 21 April in Rio. The scientists 
will conduct their geological, meteorological and atmospheric studies at the 
"Comandante Ferra” station and at the Polish station, located in the vicinity. 


Regina Celia Pereira Mingroni, of the University of Sao Paulo, and Joao Roberto 
Barros, of the Federal University of Santa Catarina, the two university students 
who won the Rondon Antarctic Competition, will embark at 1325 hours tomorrow 
from Cangonhas, for Porto Alegre, where the “Barao de Teffe" will lave Saturday 
for the Antarctic. 


Polar Airport Planned 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 21 Dec 84 p 10 


[Text] Within 2 years, Brazil should have a airport only 300 meters from its 
base on King George Island, in the Antarctic. It will be the second landing 
strip on the island; the one in existence now belongs to Chile. The special 
EBN [Brazilian News Agency] correspondents report that the airport will have 
a runway 1,200 meters long and 30 meters wide, capable of serving planes as 
large as the Hercules C-130. 


FAB [Brazilian Air Force] engineer Major Irio Adami took part in the first 
phase of the third Brazilian expedition to the Antarctic (which will end this 
weekend at the Gaucho port of Rio Grande). Adami made a study of the region, 
using maps and aerial photos, and found five areas suitable for the airport. 
During the 11 days that the ship "Barao de Teffe™ was in the Antarctic, the 
major covered 20 kilometers on foot to choose the best site. 


According to Major Adami, only one of the four areas selected earlier offered 
ideal conditions: good topography to facilitate the land grading; prevailing 
winds from the northeast to the southwest; the lack of obstructions atthe site; 
facility of air operations; amithe short distance from the "Comandante Ferraz" 
base. It will, however, be necessary to create a land fill in 250 meters of 
the sea to lengthen the runway, making it similar to the Santos Dumont Airport 
in Rio. 


If the project is approved, it should be one of the most complex airports ever 
built by the FAB, because the land is composed of decomposing basalt, smooth 
pebbles and sand, hardly suitable for a landing strip. In addition to the 
steam shovels, tractors and bulldozers, other material to surface the runway 
will have to be brought in from Brazil--4,000 kilometers away. The major added 
that the airport could operate all year round, with no problems with landing 
and taking off. 


Despite the difficulties, Major Adami says that Brazil has the technology for 
the project, which he compares to opening a highway through the Amazon jungle. 
The airport will not only have a runway, but also a hangar, a control tower, 
fuel storage tanks, buildings for communications and weather monitoring, visual 
approach aids and day and night landing signals. The equipment must also be 
specially adapted to weather conditions in the Antarctic, where the wind and 
cold can freeze and destroy it. 
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BRAZIL 


NAVY MAY HAVE NUCLEAR SUBMARINE BY 1990 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO BE SAO PAULO in Portugucse 21 Dec 84 p 5 


[Text] Adm Alfredo Karam, minister of the navy, admitted yesterday in Rio that 
one of the three submarines to be built under the Naval Reequapment Plan could 
be adapted for nuclear propulsion in th= future. This should happen by the 
beginning of the 1990's, when complete  astery of the reactor technology is 
assured, 


The minister noted that construction of the first submarine is scheduled to 
begin early next year in the FRG and the other two will be built in Brazil; 
one of these will be similar to the one built in the FRG and the other one 

will be from a national design by the Navy Office of Engineering. 


Karam was speaking at the ceremony to install Adm Carlos do Albuquerque as comman- 
der of the marine corps [CFN]. The minister confirmed that the reequipment 

plan also provides for construction of a new aircraft carrier to replace the 
"Minas Gerais,” which has been in service for more than 40 years, 


The minister will lunch today at the Naval War School with ranking admiralty 
officers, when he will assess his administration during this year, He said 
that “this assessment may or may not be released; no judgment has been made 
yet.” 


Message 


Assuming command of the Marine Corps, Carlos do Albuquerque said that “before 

a man is trained professionally as a marine, it is fundamental that he be trained 
as a soldier-citizen, imbued with unshakeable faith in the worth of his corps 

and a real sense of his part in Brazilian society." 


The admiral said that the marine must “spurn the temptation of any false incen- 
tives, even in the most deceptive forms." According to the new Marine 

Corps commander, ‘the observation of such negative actions, veiled or open, 

must be taken into consideration by each one of us and duly combated, neutralized 
and deflected by conviction in the true values on which the character of the 

rea: Brazilian military man, particularly the marine, is based." 








Strategic Force 


Adm Domingos de Mattos Cortez, who completed his term of active service and 
relinquished his post as commander of the Marine Corps, said: "I belong to 

a generation which helped to build the modern Marine Corps, the product of 

a revolution in thought, process and methods which enabled the Navy to have 

a strategic force, proud of its tradition, aware of its importance, its worth 
and its professionalism.” 


Admiral Cortez declared that the marine is“acutely aware of having made a sub- 
stantive contribution to Brazilian naval power, without taking anything away 
from it." ‘The admiral cited former Minister Maximiano da Fonseca and the president 
of the republic “for the page which they have added to the history of the CFN.” 


Attending the installation ceremony for the new commander of the CFN 

were Adm Arthur Ricart da Costa, navy chief of staff; Adm Henrique Saboia, 

general director of marine personnel; Adm Mario da Fonseca Hermes, general 

director of materiel; Adm Jose Maria do Amaral Oliveira, commander of naval 
operations; and Adm Lins Leal Ferreira, secretary general. 
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BRAZIL 


POST-ELECTION PLANS OF FIGUEIREDO CABINET DISCUSSED 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 27 Dec 84 p 5 
[Article by Carlos Chagas] 


[Text] The destinations of members of the outgoing administration are not a 
subject capable of capturing general attention at a time when speculation is 
centered on those who will join the new administration or have already done so. 
It is more important to know who will be called in by Tancredo Neves to govern 
with him, but since the new president is keeping mum, we will have to use this 
space to try to show where those currently in power will go. We will resist 
the temptation to note that for most of the nation, what the current adminis- 
tration really ought to do is take off for less illustrious destinations. 


As far as Gen Joao Figueiredo is concerned, it is known that as soon as he 
hands over the presidential sash to his successor, he will undertake a lengthy 
tour of Europe with businessman Georges Gazzalle as his guide. On his return, 
he will settle down on the Dragao Ranch in Nogueira near Petropolis in Rio de 
Janeiro, with the option of spending weekends or longer periods in the apart- 
ment he has acquired in Sao Conrado, also in the former capital. He will take 
the horses he now keeps at the Torto Farm to the new ranch, where he will not 
exactly live on memories, seeing that he is reluctant to consign anything to 
paper for the benefit of future generations. With two pensions--one as an army 
general and the other as former president of the republic--and a not very ample 
but reasonable nest egg in the form of stocks and some cash deposited in a 
savings account, he will disappear into a private life whose dimensions will 
become apparent only as time passes. But if grass grows on his doorstep, he 
will not be upset: he can use it to feed his expensive saddle horses. 


Vice President Aureliano Chaves, on the other hand, will take the opposite 
route. He will take over as chairman of the Liberal Front Party [PFL] on 

16 March, take up residence in Belo Horizonte, and, paying no attention to 
rumors that he will be invited to join the Tancredo Neves cabinet--which he 
will refuse to do--he will, if there are any feelers, be paying attention to 
two dates: 1986 and 1988. In 1986 he may be a candidate to represent Minas 
Gerais in the Senate as part of a coalition between the PFL and the PMDB [Bra- 
zilian Democratic Movement Party]. In 1988, he will have his eye on the direct 
elections for president of the republic. He is not yet going to retire from 
politics and isolate himself on the Serra Ranch in Tres Pontas--not this time. 
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Concerning the palace team, it is presumed that Minister Leitao de Abreu, chief 
of the Civilian Household, will take some time arranging his vast library and 
his papers in the home he recently acquired in Brasilia, where he will continue 
to live. He may act as a legal adviser for firms and special clients so as not 
to remain in undesired idleness, but he will pay no attention to politics. 
Perhaps he will be tempted to write about his long experience in public life, 
which he began by joining Ildo Meneghetti's secretariat after 1964 before be- 
coming chef de cabinet for Minister of Justice Mem de Sa in the Castello Branco 
administration and then head of the Civilian Household for two presidents: 
Garrastazu Medici and Joao Figueiredo. He was also a judge on the Federal 
Supreme Court from 1974 to 1981. 


Gen Rubem Ludwig, chief of the Military Household, will become subject to com- 
pulsory retirement in a few days, and his plans include returning to Rio de 
Janeiro, perhaps to work for a private firm or devote himself to intellectual 
endeavors. There are those who think, however, that he may be coopted by Presi- 
dent Tancredo Neves if the plans of Figueiredo's successor include the formation 
of a government of national union with members of the previous administration. 
There has been talk that Ludwig might go to the National Intelligence Service 
[SNI], given his image as a military moderate and the need to rid the intelli- 
gence community of the specter that still haunts it as a government within the 
government and the top organization for meddling in everyone's life and in af- 
fairs of state. 


Octavio Medeiros, current chief of the SNI, was recently promoted to four-star 
general. He will present himself to the new minister of army 1 day after 
Tancredo Neves takes office. It does not seem likely that he will command one 
of the four armies, but there will be enough desks left over at headquarters 
to keep him busy for the rest of his military career. Gen Danilo Venturini, 
chief of the Special Ministry for Land-Related Issues, will be a little sad to 
see the elimination of his portfolio, which was created 3 years ago to keep 
him close to President Joao Figueiredo after he was forced to resign as chief 
of the Military Household upon entering the reserve. He owns a "high-tech" 
ranch near Brasilia and will devote himself to it full time. 


In the financial area, it is confirmed that when Delfim Netto leaves SEPLAN 
[Planning Secretariat], he will set up a financial consulting firm in Sao Paulo. 
It will be simply a meeting place for his political activities. He is committed 
to salvaging the PDS [Social Democratic Party] by freeing it of the leadership 
still being exercised by Paulo Maluf, and, gambling on the erosion of the Franco 
Montoro administration, he may be a candidate for governor of Sao Paulo in 1986. 
Otherwise, he will get himself elected federal deputy. Ernane Galveas will re- 
turn to private enterprise with Rio de Janeiro as his home base, regretting 
somewhat the time he spent in the Ministry of Finance, but Murilo Badaro, min- 
ister of industry and commerce, will return to his seat in the Senate and his 
plan for becoming governor of Minas Gerais for the PDS, since he too is com- 
mitted to the party's recovery. Cesar Cals, minister of mines and energy, is 
another one who will return to the Senate, with his eye on Ceara. He is obvi- 
ously not a candidate for governor there, but he would like for his son to be 
one. The problem is that there seems to be no room for him in Ceara's PDS, 

and speculation is that he will join the PTB [Brazilian Labor Party]. Nestor 
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Jost, minister of agriculture, will go straight back into private enterprise 
with no political illusions. 


Ibrahim Abi-Ackel, minister of justice, has turned down Figueiredo’s invitation 
to join the Federal Supreme Court. He wants to remain in the "infantry''--that 
is, in Minas Gerais politics as a candidate at the very least to return to the 
Chamber of Deputies in 1986, but with his eye on the Minas Gerais governorship 
and Murilo Badaro, now his major competitor within the PDS. And Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Saraiva Guerreiro already has his pags packed for Rome. He 
will be Brazil's ambassador to Italy. 


Among the ministers in the social area, we turn first to Mario Andreazza, min- 
ister of interior. He is no longer thinking of being president of the repub- 
lic. He will return to Rio de Janeiro to engage in private activities, but if 
the new state of Roraima is established or if he agrees to a few talks in 
Rondonia, he may emerge as a PDS senator from one or the other in 1986. Jarbas 
Passarinho, minister of welfare and social security, will devote himself full 
time to the salvaging of the PDS--or rather, its "de-Malufization." He seems 
ideally situated to be the new head of the slate following the municipal, re- 
gional, and national conventions--the national convention being scheduled for 
June 1985. If that does not work out because of Paulo Maluf's invincibility, 
he will remain where he has already been for some time: at his private resi- 
dence on Brasilia's North Lake, where he will devote himself to some business 
activity. He needs to get back at his opponent and rival from Para, Alacid 
Nunes, for the defeat suffered in 1982, but his candidacy for the Senate in 
1986 will depend on whether the PDS recovers. He will not go over to the Lib- 
eral Front or to any other group. 


Murillo Macedo, minister of labor, will take a deserved rest at his farm in 
Atibaia in Sao Paulo and travel occasionally to the capital, while Minister of 
Health Waldir Arcoverde, although from Piaui, intends to return to Porto Alegre, 
where he used to live, to practice medicine. Cloraldino Severo, minister of 
transportation, is a young man and will pursue his public career as a technical 
expert. Esther Figueiredo Ferraz will return to Sao Paulo and its hectic uni- 
versity and intellectual life. 


As regards the military ministers, it is possible that Gen Walter Pires, min- 
ister of army, will keep his post until June to provide the new administration 
with exceptional support. Only after that will he cross the Atlantic to become 
Brazil's ambassador in Lisbon. Minister of Air Delio Jardim de Mattos has al- 
ready closed up his house on Brasilia's South Lake and will work in Rio de 
Janeiro for the City of Sao Paulo Bank, where General Golbery do Couto e Siiva 
already works. Adm Alfredo Karam, minister of navy, will join the Navy High 
Command if he does not stay where he is. Air Force Gen Waldir Vasconcelos, 
minister-chief of the Armed Forces General Staff, may become the new minister 
of air or join the Air Force High Command. 


Lastly, there is Minister Jose Carlos Freire of the DASP [Administrative Depart- 
ment of Public Service]. After turning in an exceptional performance as effi- 
cient as it was silent, he feels that the time has come to take care of himself 
and will return to private enterprise. 
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BRAZIL 


PLANTING AREAS FOR RICE, CORN DOWN 
CFP Survey Results Released 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 21 Dec 84 p 26 


[Text] Agriculture Minister Nestor Jost yesterday confirmed previous forecasts 
of a decline from last year in the area planted in corn (down 4 percent) and 
rice (down between 7 and 12 percent), but a slight increse in soybean acreage 
(2 0 4 percent), a significant increase in cotton (up 38 percent) and peanuts 
(up 19 to 24 percent), and minimal variation in other crops. According to 
Jost, the reduced acreage is owing basically to the scarcity and high cost 

of credit and the behavior of the prices for these crops in the last harvest. 


The agriculture minister offered this information when he releasedthe results 
of the second survey of plantine intentions conducted by the CFP (Production 
Finance Company) in the central-southern region, from 3 to 7 December, with 
regard to rice, corn, beans, soybeans cotton, peanuts and castor beans. The 
survey was conducted in the major producing zones of Rio Grande do Sul, Santa 
Catarina, Parana, Sao Paulo, Mato Grosso, Rondonia, Goias, Mato Grosso do Sul, 
Espirito Santo, southern Bahia and all the municipios of Minas Gerais. 


The CFP survey confirmed the one conducted in last October with regard to cotton, 
for which there was a growth in acreage of 1,041,000 to 1,099,000 hectares, 
with an average increase of 38 percent over the previous season. However, 

there will be a decline in yield, basically because of weather conditions, 

with production increasing by less than the area under cultivation; production 
should stand between 633,500 and 669,300 tons of raw cotton, a growth of between 
31 and 38 percent over the 1983/1984 harvest of 483,300 tons. 


The major expansion in cotton acreage occurred in Minas Gerais, Mato Grosso 

do Sul and Goias. The average yield was estimated at 1,700 kilograms per hectare, 
down 2 percent from the previous harvest, primarily because of the drought 

in Sao Paulo, the second largest producer in the central-south. 


Rice acreage will be approximately 3.49 million hectares, an average reduction 
of 9 percent in relation to the previous season, with the largest declines 
registered in Goias, Mato Grosso, Mato Grosso do Sul and Minas Gerais, states 
where upland rice predominates. The reason indicated by the CFP is that the 
prices in effect in the peak marketing period were very close to the minimum 








guaranteed price, in addition to the low yield, high risk, high interest rates 
and lack of funds to meet costs, because there was @ scarcity of credit at 


preferential credit rates. 


The wetland bean harvest has already begun and should be 20 percent larrer 

than the same harvest last year (1,058,000 tons), or about 1,270,000 tons. 

The CFP survey indicates the bean acreage at 1,990,000 hectares, aé against 
1,897,700 hectares in the previous harvest. 


Soybean acreage is estimated at between 9,344,000 and 9,524,000 hectares, an 
increase of from 2 to 4 percent over the 9,162,000 hectares in the previous 
harvest, with expanded acreage in Mato Grosso, Minas Gerais ami Coias. 


The area planted in peanuts will grow between 19 and 24 percent (113,800 to 
119,200 hectares), as against 96,000 hectares in the first crop last year, 

with production estimated at between 180,600 and 189,500 tons. Weather factors, 
primarily the drought in Sao Paulo during the planting period, resulted in 

a decline from the estimate based on the October survey. 


No Quick Solution Seen 


Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 22 Dec 84 p 25 


[Text] The publication of the most recent CFP survey on planting intentions 
for the 1985 harvest has confirmed the pessimistic forecasts that have been 
coming out since September. At that time, the producers began to prepare for 
planting in weather that was not always favorable and with a certain scarcity 
of financial resources. Moreover, the traditional uncertainty regarding the 
conduct of agricultural policy contributed to a certain disinclination to plant 
basic crops. 


Regarding supply, perhaps the only product which does not show evidence of 
major difficulties is beans. In fact, although the yield continues to show 

the traditional downward trend, the increase in acreage is sufficient to insure 
a reasonable supply next year. Contributing to this are the minimum price 
incentives and broader rural insurance coverage. In any event, from the stand- 
point of the rural producer, it is too early to gauge the profitability of 

the new harvest, since the government apparently does not have the funds to 

meet the volume of purchases now planned. If the current behavior of the market 
is confirmed, with prices below the guaranteed floor, the new team which will 
take over in March will have to take emergency measures; otherwise, the specula- 
tors will have a ball, as they have been doing for a long time. 


Rice is cause for concern, both because of the decline in production and the 
prospects which could stimulate the producers following next year’s harvest. 

The authorities have already authorized imports, although in limited volume, 
incapable of preventing further price increases at short range. It is worth 
noting that, in January 1983, a sack of processed rice cost about 18,000 cru- 
zeiros; by December, it had reached 75,000 cruzeiros, yet the producers had 

to threaten non-delivery to obtain a minimally satisfactory price. It is certain 
that the y were not the ones who benefited from the price increases. 
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Corn seems to have reached an impasse, in national terms. The possibility 
of an inadequate harvest is nothing new, but the concern is intensified if 
we bear in mind that an increase in demand is almost inevitable, owing to the 
economic recovery itself. In this case, as well, the authorized imports 
(200,000 tons) do not imply the creation of a security reserve, but only an 
emergency supply. If there are weather problems in January and February, it 
will be necessary to import more corn. 


In fact, everything is going according to the predictions of those who follow 
the agriculture sector closely. The government is now reaping the fruits of 

the erratic policy which has been practiced at least since 1977. Without invest- 
ments, there has been no increase in productive capacity in the sector, nor 

has there been any development of productivity, and this is what characterizes 
the country at this time. The new government will not be able to accomplish 
much at short range, particularly because its economic-financial program will 
not give it the breathing spell to surmount the problems which the marketing 

of the next harvest will inevitably bring. 


This means that, during 1985, there will still be several foci of inflation 
in the agriculture sector, given the unavoidable crunch that is looming with 
regard to supply. Other products are not causing great concern, such as 
cotton (although there are doubts about how the sector will cope with the huge 
stock, considering the record harvest in 1985), or beef, despite the foreign 
market restrictions. In any event, there is nothing like a super-harvest, 

and we see another year of decline in the per capita supply of basic products, 
in addition to a probable increase in prices. 
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CACEX PROJECTS 1985 EXPORT FIGURES OF $28 BILLION 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 21 Dec 84 p 25 


[Text] Brazilian exports in 1985 should bring in $28 billion, or $1 billion 
more than in 1984, according to a forecast that CACEX [Foreign Trade Department ] 
considers "conservative" because the recovery in the purchasing power of Latin 
American countries and the upward trend in exports of industrialized products 
may make the results even better. 


According to the analysis made yesterday in Rio de Janeiro by Carlos Viacava, 
director of CACEX, the prediction concerning 1985 exports is based on a "modest 
increase" of only 4 percent over the $27 billion expected for 1984. Projected 
imports for 1985 represent an expenditure of $16 billion, but CACEX believes 
that they may total less than that. If the projections are correct, the trade 
balance would exceed $12 billion, which is the figure serving as the initial 
computation basis for the foreign trade policy in 1985. 


Viacava, who has headed CACEX for 2 years, was directly opposed to the estab- 
lishment of a Ministry of Foreign Trade, which was considered during the 
Figueiredo administration. [In his opinion, the need is not to establish a new 
organization for foreign trade but rather to define a philosophy providing 
greater freedom for that sector, since he feels that doing so would help in- 
crease exports. The director of CACEX said ironically: "A new ministry would 
immediately serve as an excuse to complain about a lack of funds." In 
Viacava's opinion, the government needs to place more trust in the business 
sector and give it more freedom to do business, as was done in the case of in- 
ports, which have now been freed of rigid government controls and made subject 
to customs duties as a mechanism for protecting national production. 


The director of CACEX also stressed the importance of not placing any conditions 
on exports of any farm products except corn. In the case of orange juice, the 
export quotas serve only as a reference mechanism, not to hinder foreign sales. 


Imports 


Viacava described as cautious the forecast that imports would total $16 billion 
in 1985, a figure that includes expenditures of $6 billion on petroleum products 
and $10 billion on all other products. The increase in the last-named item from 
the current $7 billion to $10 billion is regarded by the director of CACEX as 
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rather improbable, chiefly because imports by state-owned enterprises will con- 
tinue to be under the control of SEST [Special Secretariat for Control of 
tate-Owned Enterprises] and are Supposed to show zero growth in 1985. 


In the case of exports, the trend is toward continued growth in the case of 
industrialized products despite the concentration of exports in the U.S. mar- 
ket, where the conditions noted in 1984 will not repeat themselves. Those 
conditions were behind the higher demand for Brazilian export products in 1984. 


CEDEX 


"Brazil's export results for 1985 will not be as brilliant as they have been 
this year [1984]." That statement was made in Belo Horizonte yesterday by the 
chairman of the Center for the Study and Development of Exports (CEDEX), Abilio 
Santos, who feels that more than any difficulty in exporting, it will be the in- 
crease in domestic demand which will keep Brazilian exports from repeating 

their performance of the past few years. 


According to Abilio Santos, a large portion of the export sector is already 
working at its maximum production Capacity in 1984, and most of the firms have 
no plans for expanding their capacity. That by itself will prevent an increase 
in the volume of exports, which will necessarily decline as a result of the 
growth in domestic demand. 


"The physical growth of exports in those sectors will be practically zero," he 
Said, adding that "there may be some gain only because of better prices for 
some products." 
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PURCHASE OF HELICOPTERS PRESENTS PROBLEM FOR FAB 
S30 Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 23 Dec 84 p 7 
[Article by Roberto Godoy] 


[Text] Despite intense pressure from the Planning Secretariat of the Presi- 
dency of the Republic, the FAB [Brazilian Air Force] and the navy have not yet 
decided which type of medium helicopter they intend to buy. As a result, the 
decision will probably be up to the military ministries in the next administra- 
tion. Two proposals are being studied by the FAB and the navy: one--the oldest-- 
is from Sikorsky of the United States, which is offering the Blackhawk helicop- 
ter, and the other is from AEROSPATIALE [National Industrial Aerospace Company | 
of France with its Super Puma. 


Actually, the matter seemed to have been settled in September, when Sikorsky's 
proposal had been in the works for 17 months and part of the transaction had 
already been taken care of with agreement on a program for transferring 
composite-material technology to the Brazilian aerospace industry, that tech- 
nology now having been absorbed by EMBRAER [Brazilian Aeronautics Company]. At 
that point, the Ministry of Air informed the U.S. firm that in order not to 
place too great a burden on spending for 1984, the orders for the first 12 heli- 
copters would not be issued until April 1985. The General Staff pledged to con- 
tinue work on the analyses and feasibility procedures so that the next adminis- 
tration would find all the groundwork or prior procedures completed. That op- 
eration, covering three Blackhawk squadrons, would amount to about $90 million, 
to be financed by EXIMBANK over 8 years. The same offer was made to the navy, 
according to sources at United Technologies, Sikorsky’'s parent company. 


Cooperation 


But the Americans stuck to the formal and informal agreements they had been 
negotiating--including the option to buy an FMB-120 Brasilia aircraft from 
EMBRAER for the corporation's own use. Sikorsky's broad proposal also provided 
for the following: 1) the setting up of a binational design office in Sao Jose 
dos Campos for development of a typically Brazilian light helicopter; 2) the 
purchase from Brazil of composite-material components for medium and heavy 
helicopters built in the United States or in other countries by Sikorsky; 3) 
personnel training all the way from the design stage to final type certification 
of helicopters; 4) international sales of Brazilian helicopters by the Sikorsky 
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Sales Organization; and 5) the transfer of high quality control standards. 
There was also to be a commercial counterpart in the form of guaranteed pur- 
chases of Brazilian products in the same amount as the investment in procure- 
ment of the Blackhawks, with preference going to aeronautical products. Of 
that total, 30 percent would be acquired by United fechnologies itself for 
various applications such as industrial air-conditioning units or digitally 
programmed lathes. The remaining 70 percent would be used for manufactured 
products not included on the traditional list of Brazilian exports. 


AEROS PATTALE 


In October, the Planning Secretariat (SEPLAN) advised the Ministries of Air and 
Navy that a French credit totaling $200 million was available for the purchase 
of helicopters of the Super Puma class, which are produced by AEROSPATIALE and 
of which the FAB already operates six units. That is the only information 
available to date: the big French organization is declining to comment on the 
matter, and SEPLAN itself will do no more than confirm the existence of the 
credit, which, according to officials in the sector, is tied to another credit 
to be used for federal projects--one example being Guarulhos Airport. Before 
that, a group of air force pilots--including the leader of a squadron of Super 
Pumas--had been in the United States testing the Blackhawk and assessing it 
favorably. SEPLAN is interested in seeing the signing of a possible contract 
formalized immediately. 


Helicopters 


Despite their different technological ages (the Puma dates from 1965; the 
Blackhawk from 1972), the two general-purpose helicopters now under study are 
excellent flying machines with comparable basic prices, although the final cost 
figure favors the U.S. model, since various basic items on the French helicop- 
ter are offered as options, thus making it more expensive in the final analysis. 
The Super Puma carries a two-man crew plus 19 passengers (armed troops) and has 
a top speed of 268 kilometers per hour with a range of 676 kilometers. It uses 
two 1,323-hp Turbomeca-Makila turboshaft engines. It can fire bombs, rockets, 
and missiles--including the fearsome Exocet AM-39, the navy's standard antiship 
weapon. It is used by at least 23 countries. Delivery time is 10 months (for 
the first helicopters). 


The Sikorsky Blackhawk S-70 (delivery time: 90 days) has been selected in re- 
cent years by the armed forces of the United States, Spain, Switzerland, the 
Philippines, Japan, China, and Australia. In addition to two pilots, it car- 
ries 12 fully-equipped troops and more weapon stores. Electronically advanced 
and capable of a range of 700 kilometers at 293 kilometers per hour, it has 

been used in several real military actions, including the invasion of Grenada 
Island in October 1983. From its ordnance mounts, it can fire 16 Hellfire anti- 
tank missiles or combinations of torpedoes, antiship missiles, 30mm cannon, 
bombs, rockets, and depth charges. 
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DECEMBER INFLATION EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS; PROFESSOR COMMENTS 
223 Percent Predicted 
Sa90 Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 28 Dec 84 p 24 


[Text] Rio de Janeiro--The Getulio Vargas Foundation will report today that 
inflation for December amounted to 10.5 percent, once again well above the 
estimates made by government authorities, who had announced that at most, it 
would be at the level for November (9.9 percent). The result, according to 
operators in the financial market, is that inflation in 1984 will beat all 
records by reaching 223 percent--far from the goal of 180 percent promised to 
the IMF in the fifth letter of intent. 


In the opinion of Carlos Brandao, chairman of the National Association of Open 
Market Institutions (ANDIMA), the inflation results for December demonstrate 
once again the lack of skill in managing the Brazilian economy, and this leads 
him to predict an even higher annual rate for 1985. 


Brandao expects inflation to hit 15 percent in January itself "solely as a re- 
sult of psychological expectations, because if we consider the range of products 
whose prices were held back in December--petroleum products, for example--the 
rate will be much higher." 


He therefore considers it "an act of justice" that the current administration 


be obligated to decontrol all controlled prices in the first quarter of 1985 so 
as to eliminate the social burden of contained inflation that its successor 


will inherit. 


In the opinion of Brandao, who was the first chairman of the Central Bank under 
the Figueiredo administration, the goals established for the main economic in- 
dicators for 1985 "are completely unrealistic--~chiefly the goal as far as in- 
flation is concerned--since the current framework of our economy will never sup- 
port a reduction in the rate from over 220 percent to 120 percent.” 


Generally speaking, the 10.5-percent inflation rate for December came as no 
surprise to the people in financial institutions operating in the open market. 
Most of them were expecting it to reach that level because the cost of money 
negotiated in that market had been rising. 











[In overnight financing operations transacted on the open market yesterday, in- 
terest rates among financial institutions reached 17.5 percent per month, even 
though the Central Bank is keeping its cost at 16 percent per month. 


According to operators in the open market, those interest levels will stay the 
same in today's financing operations, which will cover 5 days due to the long 
weekend, since the banks will be closed on Monday and Tuesday for the yearend 
holidays. 


Economist Cites Psychological Factors 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 21 Dec 84 p 24 


[Text] Jose Julio Senna, professor at the Postgraduate School of Economics of 
the Getulio Vargas Foundation [FGV], said yesterday in Rio de Janeiro: "If 
Tancredo Neves takes office feeling that no more austerity measures are pos- 
sible, we will be in trouble as far as inflation is concerned, because the 
trend indicates that inflation will take off as a result of the current mone- 
tary acceleration." 


Senna said that inflation in any period depends on the economic policy adopted 
during the preceding 6 months at least and that with a 183-percent increase in 
the money supply through last November, the current trend, which will continue 
for the next few months, is one of accelerating price indexes. 


The professor at the FGV says there is a group of economists supporting the 
idea that a resumption of economic growth is something essential and unpostpon- 
able. He says: “It happens to be impossible to estimate the degree of growth 
in an economy, since that depends on a number of factors." For the economy to 
grow, according to Senna, "what is needed is not an increase in demand but an 
increase in supply--in economic production--and supply increases as a result of 
businessmen's expectations. If they believe that the future is promising, they 
invest and increase production." 


Julio Senna also says that for that to happen, economic priority must be given 
to the fight against inflation because when inflation slows, the environment 
improves, the distortions in the economy disappear, and businessmen are better 
able to get their bearings. The professor says that in the opposite case--if 
priority is given to economic growth without first straightening out the 
economy--the resulting growth will be rapid, fragile, and accompanied by a burst 
of inflation causing it to fail, since rising inflation always contains the 
elements of recession. 


Senna adds that the current economic authorities are proclaiming an austerity 
in the economy that in fact has never existed. He says: "Actually, what we are 
seeing is inconsistency and a degree of cynicism in the people directing our 
economy, There was a promise of austerity only in the first letter of intent. 
The fact that six more IMF letters were necessary proves that there has been no 


austerity.” 
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In the opinion of the professor at the FCV, the decisions to be announced by 
the Tancredo Neves administration by March will determine the level of infla- 
tion for 1985. "It would be naive to make any predictions before that. If 
Tancredo takes office with the statement that inflation is public enemy number 
one and then takes the right steps, inflation may very well drop below the 
level of 120 percent that was promised to the IMF," he says. 


According to Julio Senna, there is a large psychological component in the cur- 
rent inflation. Tancredo is awakening great hopes among all the Brazilian peo- 
ple, and all the conditions exist for him to reverse society's inflationary 
expectations. 
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BRIEFS 


RISK CONTRACTS SIGNED--Rio de Janeiro--PETROBRAS signed risk contracts yester- 
day with Pecten (United States), British Petroleum (Great Britain), and 

Idemitsu (Japan) covering petroleum exploration in 38 areas located in the Mid- 
dle Amazon Basin. The areas are characterized by the presence of very exten- 
Sive Paleozoic basins and complex geological features. The new contracts call 
for a 6.5-year exploration program divided into three phases. PETROBRAS has 
introduced a new idea in these contracts--that of carrying out regional studies 
in the Paleozoic basin of the Middle Amazon. This will provide the contracting 
companies with access to more information, with the exploratory work progressing 
from the general to the particular. The foreign firms will have to relinquish 
areas in which they do not discover favorable signs of petroleum and must also 
invest increasing amounts. Exploratory work, including the drilling of wells, 
had been done previously in 9 of the 38 areas now under contract, but without 
positive results. That work involved investments of $110 million by Pecten, 
Elf, Esso, British Petroleum, Anschutz, and Idemitsu. The foreign firms must 
invest $18 million during the first two phases covered by the current contracts. 
Investments will rise to $20 million in the third phase, and a minimum of four 
wells will also have to be drilled. There may be an additional 2-year period 

in which the firms will be obligated to invest $40 million. [Text] [Sao Paulo 
O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 15 Dec 84 p 28] 11798 


TRON, STEEL EXPORTS GROWTH=-Brazilian exports of steel products between January 
and November 1984 grew 26.6 percent over the same period in 1983, according 

to export statistics of CONSIDER (Council on Ferrous and Nonferrous Metals), 
released yesterday. CONSIDER predicts that in 1984 the sector will export 

34,2 percent more than last year. From January to November 1984, exports of 
steel products earned $1.57 billion, as against $1.15 billion in the same period 
last year. The volume of exports in the sector rose 25.7 percent, from 4,7 
million tons in 1983 to 6 million tons this year. Ingots and semi-finished 
steel products showed the most expressive growth in the period: up 280.5 percent 
in earnings and 230.5 percent in volume, Exports of these two items went from 
$57.6 million in 1983 to $219,2 million in the first 11 months of this year. 
CONSIDER foresses that by the end of the year, exports of steel products should 
amount to 6.3 million tons, earning foreign exchange of $1.67 billion. Imports 
in the sector in 1984 should reach $103.4 million, to close the trade account 
with a positive balance of about $1.57 billion, 38.8 percent over the result 
obtained last year. [Text] [Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DF SAO PAULO in Portuguese 

25 Dec 84 p 29) 6362 
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UNITED WORKERS FRONT ORGANIZES 48-HOUR STRIKE 

FUT Leaders Comment 
PA100037 Quito Voz de los Andes in Spanish 1130 GMT 9 Jan 85 
[Passages within quotation marks recorded ] 


[Text] The United Workers Front, FUT, has organized a 48-hour strike, with 
the support of professional and political groups. Some labor leaders made 
the following statements to this station regarding the strike. Fausto butan, 
a leader of Pichincha workers organizations, said: "The FUT is just 
expressing how the Ecuadoran people feel about the measures issued by the 
government and which seriously affect the workers." 


Statements by Edgar Ponce, president of the Confederation of Ecuadoran 
Workers, CTE: 


"We are participating in this movement to defend the Ecuadoran people's 
interests. However, this is not only the responsibility of the FUT, that 
is why we are asking the Ecuadoran people to support the 48-hour strike, 
to demand the recall of the economic measures issued by the government of 
Leon Febres Cordero." 


Labor leader Rodrigo Bolanos said: "I am calling on all my fellow workers 
to comply with the 48-hour nationwide strike and to support FUT in its 


decisions." 


Ramiro Beltran, president of the National Union of Teachers, made the 
following statements: "We are asking the teachers in all the provinces to 
properly organize their protest demonstrations against the measures the 
government has implemented. Today and tomorrow, the teachers will be out 
in the streets to give support and express our total rejection of the 
measures issued by the government which will affect the Ecuadoran people." 


Finally, Froilan Asanza, FUT president, said: "We have tried to organize 

a struggle platform that conforms to the aspirations of all Ecuadoran sec- 
tors. We have drafted a six-point document, to which we hope the govern- 

ment will give satisfactory consideration." 
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You just heard statements by some of FUT's leaders, regarding the 48-hour 
nationwide strike, which began today. 


Schools Closed Due to Strike 
PA100017 Quito Voz de los Andes in Spanish 1130 GMT 9 Jan 85 


[Excerpt] Franciso Vivanco, public education under secretary, announced 
that classes have been suspended throughout the country, effective 
Wednesday and Thursday, because of the strike called by the National Union 
of Teachers, UNE. Classes will be resumed on Friday, Vivanco added. 


Labor Leader Calls Strike Successful 
PA110429 Havana International Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 11 Jan 85 


[Text] The last day of the general strike called by the United Workers 
Front of Ecuador is passing in relative calm throughout the country follow- 
ing the incidents that developed during the first day of the strike and 
which resulted in six deaths, dozens of wounded, and more than 300 arrested 
persons. 


Froilan Asanza, leader of the United Workers Front, said that the victory 
of the first strike is palpable and added that the government has no other 
alternative but to abolish the antipopular measures. According to reports, 
there is only partial commercial activity in Quito and the industrial and 
public transportation activities are virtually paralyzed. 
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PAPER HITS SENATE APPOINTMENTS, OPENS PAGES TO DEBATE 
St Georges THE GRENADIAN VOICE in English 15 Dec 84 p 4 
[Editorial ] 


[Excerpts] THE comment in this colum last week that we accept the absence of 
a strong opposition (in Parliament) "to waste time in senseless debate" has 
aroused complaint from one of our readers who is sensitive about the nature, 
structure and purpose of Parliament. 


Constraints of space prevented us from being more explicit but what we wished 
to emphasise was the theme of the rest of that paragraph, and mich of the 
Editorial--the need for unity and constructive debate as against the criti- 
cism, for the sake of it, and the posturing and gallery playing of which op- 
positions are frequently guilty. 


Meanwhile, given the determination of the lone elected opposition to refuse 
his seat and the opportunity to put three opposing Senators in the upper 
house, it is up to us all to provide the opposition and it is with this in 
mind that we changed our Village Standpipe pages to THE PEOPLE'S FORUM. Send 
us your suggestions, your ideas, your criticisms but try to keep them con- 
structive. We certainly nominate ourselves to be the leading opposition. 


And having done so let us say straight away that we are disappointed in the 
appointments to the Senate as they concern the representatives of sectional 
interests. As we understand it Messrs. Charles McIntyre, Norris James and 
Eric Pierre have been appointed to represent Commerce, Agriculture and Labour 
respectively. We endorse and applaud the choice of organisations to be repre- 
sented. 


We contend, however, that they do not fit the occasion in those particular 
positions. 


The representatives of sectional interests have usually been regarded as "in- 
dependent" Senators and given the situation which exists in the lower house 
it is somewhat like loading the dice to appoint, in these particular seats 
men who are clearly identifiable as "Blaize men". 


We accept the Prime Minister's statement to the press on December 4 that it is 
not the business of government to arrange opposition and we trust that this is 
not a signal that he is not prepared to brook opposition or even will prefer 
to avoid it. Clearly we will need to be extremely vigilant. 
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GRENADA 


"CONFIDENTIAL' IMF REPORT URGES WAGE RESTRAINT ON GOVERNMENT 
St Georges THE GRENADIAN VOICE in English 29 Dec 84 p 16 


[Text] The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has said in a confidential re- 
port that Grenada's Government should maintain a policy of wage restraint 
for civil servants in view of the islands substantial debt service burden. 


"Given the difficult fiscal outlook for 1985 the already high reliance on 
external resources to finance the budget, and the need to sustain public in- 
vestment at historically high levels, there is a need to undertake adjustment 
and to increase the mobilisation of domestic resources,’ the report said. 


The report stated that Grenada would be facing a substantial debt service 
burden in the next few years and in the absence of significant non-project as- 
sistance on concessionary terms, may continue to face sizeable fiscal pres- 
sures. 


What Grenada needed it said was sustained expansion of the private sector to 
reduce unemployment and to facilitate the transfer of employees out of the 
public sector. 


The report also added, "the staff also welcomes the decision of the govern- 
ment to reduce import licensing requirements, and to eliminate the withholding 
tax on profit remittances and the surrender requirements on export earnings." 


"These measures, together with the recent relaxation of price controls, and 
with more liberal guidelines planned for investors, should provide improved 
conditions for capital formation,’ the report said. 


Among other things that the document noted was that the growth and export of 
manufactured products expected by the authorities in the period ahead should 
contribute to a strengthening of the balance of payments. 
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GRENADA 


DETAILS FROM SCOON'S THRONE SPEECH TO NEW PARLIAMENT 
St Georges THE GRENADIAN VOICE in English 29 Dec 84 p 16 


[Text] Agriculture is to remain the mainstay of the Grenada economy and the 
Government will take several positive steps to provide the incentives to en- 
courage increased production and diversification in this area. 


This was among the many policies of the new NNP Government enunciated by 
Governor General Sir Paul Scoon in the Throne Speech at the Ceremonial State 
Opening of the Third Parliament yesterday. 


The speech also dealt with:-- 


--Education in which there will be important new initiatives and some em 
phasis will be placed on Adult education; 


--Health: Preventive Health Care will be established throughout the country 
on the basis that prevention is better than cure. Machinery will also be 
set up for expert care when the need arises. 


Special attention will be given to health among school children so that they 
will grow up with an ethic of health care and when they get bigger they will 
need less medical care. 


-~-Taxes: There will be a broadening of the tax base and it will be made 
easier for people to pay tax. In this connection Government expects to col- 
lect more tax by reducing the tax level. 


--Human Rights will be guaranteed and protected. 


-~-Local Government will be introduced early to give people an opportunity to 
take part in the conduct of their own affairs. 


--Roads: ‘As a means of stimlating the economy and, more importantly of 
laying the foundation for sound and stable economic development my government 
will embark on a massive road repair programme island-wide to provide employ- 
ment for large numbers of people. In particular, my government propose to look 
into the matter of improving technology of road building and road repair so as 
to make such an occupation attractive to our young people who are increasingly 
being drawn to road work.' 
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--Telephones, electricity, water are to f° given urgent attention for improve- 
ment. 


--Industrial Development: An Industrial Development Corporation will be es- 
tablished soon to attract and guide investing entrepreneurs toward labour in- 
tensive industries. They will welcome further investment in Hotels and Tour- 
ist facilities and will give special support for the development of small and 
medium size businesses and will generally encourage Grenadian entrepreneurs. 
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GRENADA 


PAPER INTERVIEWS GAIRY ON VARIOUS DOMESTIC ISSUES 
St Georges THE GRENADIAN VOICE in English 29 Dec 84 p 15 


[Text] Sir Eric M. Gairy, Leader cf the Grenada United Labour Party, has 
frequently accused the GRENADIAN VOICE of wanting to destroy him and his 
Party politically. In an interview this week we confirmed to him that we 
were determined that his Party and the MBPM should be defeated in the recent 
General Elections, and that we published our paper to achieve that end. We 
stated, however, that we would like to give him an opportunity to express 
his feelings about the elections, the opening of Parliament or any other 
matter on which he cared to express a view in our paper. The following is 
the result of the interview which was conducted at his home at Upper Lucas 
Street on Thursday: 


Opening Statement by Sir Eric - The first thing that I would like to bring to 
the public is this: How does the VOICE feel using the equipment belonging to 
the Grenada United Labour Party, the Grenada Manual Maritime and Intellectual 
Workers Union, to myself personally and other Party and Union Executives who 
have shares in that Press - two presses in fact - and we cannot use it to 
produce the Guardian. Does the VOICE in conscience not feel any embarrass- 
ment? Does it intend to write anything about the matter? 


THE VOICE: We knew aothing about the ownership of equipment at the West 
Indian. We are simply getting a job done there, but if there is any equip- 
ment there which can be proved to be the property of any person or persons, 
and there is no valid reason for witholding it, it is our feeling that it 
should be returned. 


Gairy: I understand that they will be setting up Parliament tomorrow - House 
of Representatives and Senate. I think that Mr. Lloyd Noel should be compli- 
mented for expressing an opinion on the legality or illegality of the present, 
so-called, Government. I participated in the formlation of the Constitution 
under which we are supposed to be operating; which constitution makes it com- 
pulsory upon the powers that be to have an Opposition. It is not simply a 
matter of may or may not. There must be an opposition, and if there is not 

an opposition in the House of Representatives to start with (which opposition 
mist nominate 3 Senators), this is indeed a crisis. I do not see them lega- 
lly exonerating themselves from the constitutional obligation. 
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VOICE: Would you not say, Sir Eric, that the crisis is of your own making 
since you would not let your own opposition member to take his seat? 


Gairy: You speak of Mr. Peters, who of his own volition decided that the 
situation was unconscionable for him. (Mr. Gairy went on to repeat his 
earlier claim that the elections were fradulent and that Mr. Peters was 
receiving congratulations well in advance of the elections as the only GULP 
candidate who would win. He said that it was a matter of principle and that 
the members of the party, as well as the public was behind him). 


VOICE: What are the plans of the GULP for the future? 


Gairy: Such a question is asked by close friends of the GULP and by no means 
or measure could I consider you to be a close friend of the party, therefore 
the question would be out of order. 


VOICE: What plans have you got for recovering the property which can be 
identified with you your union or your party and which was seized by the 
Peoples Revolutionary Government? 


Gairy: A delegation comprising Mrs. Winnifred Strachan, Mr. Herbert 
Preudhomme and Mr. Raymond Anthony met with Mr. Blaize and he talked with them 
quite cordially and suggested that a document should be presented. The docu- 
ment was prepared and presented and we are waiting on a response. If this is 
any form of democracy there should be no delay in the restoration of my prop- 
erties and those belonging to our party and to our Union. Further than that I 
had something like seven different Bank Accounts - at the CIBC which today has 
been converted to the National Co Commercial Bank. I had two, personal ac- 
counts there, then I had accounts of the Rock Gardens now called "seascape,' 
Evening Palace now called Big Apple, Terese Boutique and Terese Beauty Salon 
and I had joint ownership with two other persons in Tropical Inn.' Discus- 
Sions have been held with the Manager and he has indicated that he can find 
nothing about the accounts and that is very disturbing. This will interfere 
with the reputability of the bank. 


VOICE: What is the total value, including cash in the accounts, of the 
property that you are trying to recover? 


Gairy: The accounts in the bank should be over $50 to 60 thousand. I never 
estimated the cost of the other properties which I bought and spent money onto 
improve-. Let me just say that if I sell the properties I should have suf- 
ficient to break bread. 


VOICE: Where would you have accumlated the wealth to enable you to acquire 
these properties? 


Gairy: People say I have green fingers, that I have the magic touch. I worked 
in Aruba and came back with a few thousand dollars, I did a small wholesale 
business I have been a politician for over thirty years. I invested my money 
well and, as I say, people say I have the magic touch. 
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GRENADA 


BLAIZE REJECTS CHARGES OF FUNDING HELP ‘WITH STRINGS‘ 
St Georges THE GRENADA NEWSLETTER in English 24 Nov 84 p 21 
[Article: "Blaize: No Money With Strings"] 


[Text] Mr. Herbert Blaize, political leader of the New National Party (NNP) 
reacted strongly on October 29th to remarks alleged to have been made re- 
cently at a local meeting of the United States based Overseas Private In- 
vestment Corporation. 


Mr. Blaize said he had been told of a statement made by a visitor to Gren- 
ada to the effect that that visitor would make sums of money available to 
NNP for use in the execution of its campaign in the coming General Elec- 
tions. 


The Political Leader said he had also been told that such donations could 
probably mean that his party might be manipulated. 


"Let me make it perfectly clear," he told NEWSLETTER, "that NNP is not open 
to anyone, at home or abroad, who may have ulterior motives for supporting a 


political party”. 


Any financial support which is given to and accepted by NNP, he said, mst 
be understood to be entirely without strings. 


CSO: 3298/286 
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GUYANA 


LABOR DEVELOPMENTS CENTER ON WAGES, SUGAR ISSUES 
Superannuation Benefits 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 4 Dec 84 p l 


[Text] The National Assembly, in a brief sitting yesterday, unanimously 
passed the Public Corporation Amendment Bill, paving the way for certain 
categories of workers to receive superannuation benefits when transferred 
to corporations. 


The Rice (Regulation of Manufacturing and Marketing) Bill which should have 
had its second reading as well yesterday, was deferred to Monday 10. Prime 
Minister Desmond Hoyte who was scheduled to pilot the 95-clause piece of 
legislation explained to the House that the Minority Leader had requested 
more time to study the document. 


In piloting the amendment to the Public Corporation Act, Finance Minister 
Carl Greenidge explained that it was being made to allow for non-pensionable 
and open-vote employees to share the same rights and benefits "which preserve 
the services of public officers and teachers whenever they are being trans- 
ferred or seconded to a public corporation or Company.” 


The Rice Bill which was first presented to the House on November 2, 1984, is 
expected to be the main feature at Monday's sitting. (GNA) 


Public Sector Payout 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 4 Dec 84 pp l, 3 
[Text] The Ministry of Finance has explained that it is currently placing 


emphasis on dealing with matters pertaining to payment of increased wages 
to public sector employees and to the preparation of the 1986 budget. 


The increased wages, first announced by President Forbes Burnham, are to be 
paid without prejudice to the on-going Government-Trades Union Congress 
(TUC) wages negotiations. 








[n a statement issued over the wekened, the Ministry said Government Ministries 
have already started collecting cheques from the Treasury for the payment of 
the 1984 wages adjustments. 


The Ministry explained further that a 60-page document detailing guidelines 
relevant to the payout has already been distributed to Permanent Secretaries. 
[fn addition, guidelines have also been given to Guystac and others are in 
preparation for the other public sector institutions such as the Co-operative 
Finance Administration (COFA). 


The Ministry noted that several unions have made representation to the 
Government team responsible for the exercise urging that difficulties in 
proposals be ironed out and seeking to ascertain the treatment to be applied 
to problem areas. 


The Government ream, it noted, "is still in the course of looking at such 
issues raised by the unions representing the bauxite and sugar workers." 
[t pointed out, however, that guidelines for these agencies will be ready 
during the course of this week. 


Up to yesterday there was no clear indication as to when again the Govern- 
ment and TUC negotiators will meet. 


However, commenting on recent reports that President of the TUC George 
Daniels, recently told bauxite workers to accept Government's offer and 
support the TUC's fight for a $25 minimum wage, the Ministry explained that 

at a recent meeting with the TUC "there was a consensus that priority be given 
to finalising the details of the payouts and to ensuring implementation of 
President Burnham's instructions." 


Meanwhile, indications from the Ministry are that its technicians are not 

now in a position to work simultaneously on the wages guidelines, the payout, 
preparation of the 1985 Budget for this month, and at the same time continue 
the overall negotiations with the TUC. 


The Ministry has noted, however, that when the Government-TUC team met 
recently (November 21) it was agreed that toms specific proposals posed by 
the TUC in September would be subject to examination by a joint technical 
team. 


Amongst matters which will engage the attention of the joint team are the 
indexation of wages and salaries, the question of a five-day work week, 
and a TUC request for further assistance to the Critchlow Labour College. 


[t is not yet known when the joint team will report to the main negotiators. 
( GNA) 
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Payout Momentum 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 6 Dec 84 pp l, 5 


'Text] The payout of retroactive increased wages and salaries in the 
public sector, which started earlier this week is gaining momentum and 
should move into high gear next week. 


A survey carried out yesterday revealed that a number of Ministries and 
public corporations had paid, but several others were still preparing to 
pay out the millions of dollars based on President Forbes Burnham's inter- 
vention last month. 


The new minimum wage is $15,10 per day and $360 per month and employees in 
receipt of $600 per month and less will receive tax free back-pay. 


The entire package is expected toe cost the Government between $75 and $80 
million. 


While the Treasury has sent out guidelines to various Ministries, only 
some of these Ministries have received the money to pay and have actually 
paid out. 


Employees of the Ministry of Finance itself have not yet received their 
back-—pay. 


Likewise the Public Service Ministry employees have not yet been paid. 


Guystac Personnel and Industrial Relations Officer Royston Rohlehr said 
rhat 14 of the 26 Guystac entities have been given the green iight to pay 
and some began paying yesterday. 


G.N.T.C., Guyana Nichimo, Guyana Stock Feeds Ltd., Guyana Post Office 
Corporation, Demerara Sugar Terminals and Guyana Telecommunication Corpora- 
tion were among those that were expected to pay yesterday. Guyana National 
Newspapers Ltd paid yesterday. 


Guymine and Guysuco, which are not within Guystac have also not paid yet. 


Guymine's Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Dunstan Barrow explained 
that his company was still awaiting guidelines. 


The Guystac Industrial Relations Officer has said that he expects that 
other Guystac corporations which have not yet been given the green light 

to pay, will complete their computations so that payments could be effected 
speedily. 


Telephone enquiries at the Ministries yesterday revealed that the Ministry 
of Information, Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Health were among 
those still to make their payout. 
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A Ministry of Health official said that it is hoped to pay by December 10. 


The Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of Manpower employees have 
already been paid, officials there said. 


Sugar Industry Problems 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 9 Dec 84 p 4 


[Text] The sugar industry is struggling to reach its revised target, but 
this is an uphill task at the mument. Guysuco is pleading with its workforce 
to help the corporation reach the target. It is also 'shedding tears’ over 
the current rainfall which is not conducive to optimum sucrose content. 


In its weekly press release the state-owned firm says: 


'The week's production of 6,825 tons or 83.1% of the week's estimate has 
lifted second crop production to 123,255 tons sugar, or 73.3 percent of the 
crop's estimate as at last weekend.’ 


The release referred to "heavy continuous rainfall' during the latter part 
of the week, which disturbed harvesting schedules on many estates. ‘'Never- 
theless 3 estates exceeded their weekly estimates.’ This means that the 
other 7 states failed. 


Disgruntled workers walked off the job at two estates....Albion and Skeldon. 
In its race against time and the weather, Guysuco now has much less than 

one month to reach the target. While the sugar unions are pessimistic, 

the firm is still optimistic, and is therefore urging the workers to "continue 
improving performance levels.' 


MIRROR understands that negotiations for the 1984 Annual Production Bonus 
(APB) are at a delicate stage. In the past years of APB, there has been no 
agreement between the unions and the government on this incentive. Govern- 
ment at year end simply went ahead and paid what it felt like paying. There 
is every indication that for 1984 the experience will be the same. 


Sugar Unions' Ultimatum 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 9 Dec 84 p 4 


[Text] While heavy rains have slowed down sugar production, another problem 
has cropped up that could bring the industry to a standstill, leaving the 
state-run Guyana Sugar Corporation with an achievement of just around 75 
percent of the year's estimated target. 


The three sugar unions, GAWU, NAACIE and the GFFSU, have slapped an ulti- 
matum on the Corporation on Monday, December 3 threatening to take industrial 
action within seven days should ghe present impasse on negotiations for an 
agreement on Annual Production Incentive (API) continue. 
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In its ultimatum to the Chief Labour Officer and copied to the Chief 
Industrial Relations Officer of Guysuco the three unions expressed dissatis- 
faction with the 'footdragging' taking place in the 1984 API talks. The 
unions pointed out that negotiations began since April 26 this year and 
following a deadlock the dispute was taken to the Ministry of Labour. Five 
meetings were held and according to the unions, they have done everything 
possible to reach a settlement, only to find that the negotiations were 
unduly prolonged. 


It is understood that the sides differ on the target to be reached this 

year and the number of days’ pay to be given out as the incentive. Guysuco 
says that if the industry reaches a total production of 300,000 tons of 

sugar then it will pay the equivalent of a days' pay. This has been rejected 
by the unions which contend that that figure cannot be achieved and are 
demanding eight days' pay for a smaller achievement. 


The unions have pointed out that the long delay in the talks has left their 
membership uneasy, as most are looking forward to a reasonable bonus to 
take them through the holidays and the non-grinding season when there is 
little or no work. In past years, Guysuco bypassed the talks and made 
unilateral payment of bonus as it saw fit, much to the anger of unions and 
the workforce. This time, however, the unions are not taking the matter of 
unilateral payout easy, said a union source. 


It is further understood that the three unions have been called in by the 
Minister of Manpower and Co-operatives, Kenneth Denny, for discussions. The 
view has been expressed that the Minister will most probably request that 
the unions hold their hands and not take industrial action. 


PPP Message to TUC 


Georgetown MIRROR in English 9 Dec 84 pp 2-3 


[Text] The People's Progressive Party, in consonance with its objective of 
seeking a political solution to the present problems in Guyana, addressed a 
message to the delegates of the recent Special Conference of the TUC held 
last month. The following is the text of this message: 


Our nation and the working people are at the crossroads. When the govern- 
ment controlled the trade union movement, and the TUC supported the ruling 
party in every election since Independence in 1966, it was deemed responsible 
and by legislation it was authorised to bargain collectively for all public 


sector employees. 


No sooner than that control passed from the government's hands, the TUC is 
being deemed irresponsible. And having brought our country to near- 
bankruptcy, the government wants the trade union movement to say where the 
money is to come from to increase wages for the workers whose situation 

has been reduced to one of desperation. At the same time, the government 
absolves itself from responsibility for the parlous state of the economy 

and want the workers to see mainly external factors as being at the roots of 


our problems. 


R2 











1 


We in the PPP have stated that the general and structural crisis of world 
capitalism/imperialism is greatly responsible for the many ills of countries 
like ours. However, we are also conscious that the acts of omission and 
commission of the government have also contributed, and are contributing, 

to the malaise of our society. 


Previously, we had proposed at our 2lst Congress remedial measures--judicious 
cuts in the huge and costly civil and military state apparatus, and suspen- 
sion, as occurred later in Bolivia for a period of 4 years, of the large 

debt payments. These revolutionary steps require not only political will 

but also national unity. 


Remove the Obstacles 


Coupled with these measures we believe that conscious steps must be taken 

to end mass alienation from the work ethic so as to improve production and 
productivity. So far there has been only exhortation: "nroduce or perish." 
But no serious attempts have been made to remove the obstacles to the 
fullest functioning of the productive forces. 


We hold the view that increased production and productivity will be assured 
only with a comprehensive programme and policies ensuring democracy at all 
levels: political, social and industrial; ending discrimination, corruption 
and extravagance; separating party from state; deepening the content of 
anti-imperialism politically, economically and culturally; redistributing 
the national income in favour of the poor working people; raising political 
and ideological consciousness based on working class (Marxist-Leninist) 
ideology; having the working class and peasantry play the leading and 
guiding role; making the parliament function as a truly deliberative body; 
and strengthening all-round ties with the socialist community of states. 


Masquerading as Socialism 


The present system of bureaucratic-state, co-operative and parasitic capi- 
talism, which is masquerading as socialism, has abysmally failed to satisfy 
the basic needs of the people. Nor can denationalisation and a free enter- 
prise, dependent/distorted peripheral capitalisn, as propagated by the IMF 
and the Reagan administration, be the answer. Latin America, where this 
system has existed for more than a century is in deep crisis. A report to 
the recent Organisation of American States (OAS) meeting in Brazil disclosed 
that the already high unemployment rate (35% to 40%) in Latin America is 
likely to be doubled by the end of the decade! Seaga'’s Jamaica, for which 
every facility was/is rendered by the Reagan administration to make it a 


"sho ‘e," is in as much, if not greater, trouble than Guyana. 


World imperiaiism has no answer for the people's sufferings either in the 
industrially-developed capitaiist countries or in the under-developed peri- 
pheral capitalist countries in Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean. 
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Not Any Kind of Politics 


The trade union movement is being exhorted not to divorce trade unionism 
from politics. We agree. Sut not any kind of politics will help us. What 
Guyana needs is a revolutionary People's Democracy. This means representa- 
tive, popular democratic bodies at the national, regional, municipal and 
district levels and workers’ control at the work place. It means an uncom 
promising fight against imperialism, the enemy of all mankind. [It means 2 
unity of all patriotic, progressive and revolutionary forces. 


The People's Progressive Party had repeatedly stated in considering all the 
realities of the Guyana situation, internal and external, that "winner-takes- 
all" politics is not the best answer for Guyana, and has called for a polit- 
ical solution based on a National Patriotic Front Government. 


Commitment to Political Solution 


The TUC is committed to socialism. And in November 1978 its Special 
Conference called for a political solution. This commitment and the call 
for a political solution based on a democratic, anti-imperialist and 
socialist oriented government must be reiterated. We must not get bogged 
down on the narrow, restricted front of "oconomism"--the mere struggle 
for improved wages and working conditions. We must realise that unless 
we have a broad-based revolutionary multi-class/strata coalition (working 
class, peasantry, intelligentsia, small businessmen and patriotic capital- 
ists) government in which the working class plays the leading and guiding 
role, the improved wages and working conditions the workers need will not 
materialise. 


The trade union movement has a crucial role to play at this critical juncture. 
While fighting for improved wages and working conditions, it must struggle 
for a political solution and a left and democratic alternative. 


Government Intervention 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 10 Dec 84 p 3 


[Text] Minister of Manpower and Co-operatives, Cde Kenneth Denny, has 
intervened in the dispute between the Guyana Sugar Corporation and the three 
unions representing workers in the sugar industry. 


The intervention came less than 72 hours after the three unions--the Guyana 
Agricultural and General Workers' Union, National Association of Agricultural, 
Commercial and Industrial imployees and the Guyana Field Foremen and Super- 
visors' Union--had sent a seven-day ultimatum to the Chief Labour Officer, 

Cde Oscar Moore, concerning the annual production incentive. 


Cde Denny met executives of the union on Friday and discussed the failure 
by Guysuco and the unions to reach an agreement on incentive. 
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OMIC NEOCOLONIALISM’ ON THIRD WORLD 


Georgetown NEW NATION in English 9 Dec 84 p 3 


Text } 





Certain Westem capitals 
could well do without many 
geographical names in their 
official lexicon, such as the 
Middie East and South Asia; 
South and Central Africa; 
Central America and the 
Caribbean; South-East Asia 
and Oceania. : 

it would be more con- 
venient for their 
headquarters to give up 
traditional names and use 
instead @ list of spheres of 
‘special, ‘vital’, ‘national’, 


‘commands and 


brellas . 


Today, practically the 
entire Third World is divided 
into regions in line with 
these predominantly military 
categories. This is not an 
instance of hypothetical 
speculation. 

The aim is to pursue & 
purposeful policy of 
neocolnialist interference in 
Asia, Africa and Latin 
America, a pofcy which 
would be free to quote US 
Secretary of State, Shultz, 
“of any moral influence” on 
those who conduct ft. 
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All sorts of concepts of 
such interference have been 
worked out and tested in 
different parts of the word 
— from Lebanon to 
Nicaragua and Grenada. 
They range from the “show 
of force,” and “deterrence 
operations,” to “dagger like 
invasion operations,’ 
“preventive,” “pre-emptive” 
or “retribution” blows. 


The rapid deployment 
force and ‘‘lightning” force 
hove been set up to im 
plement these concepts. 
Formations of the Green 
Berets and mercenarnes are 
being reinforced and 
equipped with most modern 
means of subversion and 
terror. All these forces sre 
called ‘’Fire Brigade,” and 
their task is to extinguish 
the flames of national 
liberation struggle. and to 
conduct venous “overseas 
operations” against those 
countries which vigorously 
oppose the attempts at their 
neocolonialist enslavement. 

Many young independent 
states were subject to thase 
attempts in the outgoing 
year alone. As a result, 
thousands upon thousands 
of Arabs and Africans, 


1985 


GUYANA 





CSO: 


3298/299 





Asians and Central 
Americans lost their lives, 
tremendous maternal values 
were senselessly destroyed, 
ard towns and villages left 
in ruins. 


The general result of 
neocolonialism’s policy for 
this year is the further 


deterioration of the political 
and economic situation in 
the Third World. 

More hotbeds of tensions 
and explosive situations 
have emerged there, and 
state-to-state relations have 
been aggravated in many 
cases. ; 

- The Arsenal of the mean 

of exerting neocolonialist 
pressure on the developing 
countries has been sup 
plemented with a policy of 
state-sponsored terrorism. 


Economic neocoloniaism 
brings tremendous losses to 
the Third World. In a report 
on progress in the im 
plementation of the charter 
of economic rights and 
duties of states, adopted by 
the United Nations 10 years 
ago, UN Secretary-Generel, 
Perez Ue Cuellar noted that 
thé aims set by the Charter 
had not been reached due 
to the West's protectionist 
policy and other actions of 
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‘the imperialist 


forces, 8 
violation of the right of 
nations to choose their 
economic, political, social 
and cultural systems. 

These forces impose on 
sovereign states, their own 
orders by resorting to arms 
and aggression, and are 
using different forms of 
interference in their internal 
affairs. 

The UN Secretary-General 
noted that all these actions 
inflicted enormous damage 
on the developing countries. 

Their debts have reached 
unprecedented proportions 
during 1984 alone. Ther 
debis to Westem countries 
and banks grew by more 


_than $100 billion, primarily 


due to thelr fallure to make 
crippling interest payments 
on their old debts. 
Production in the majority 
of the Third World countries 
is on the decline, as well as 
their per capita income,’’ he 


go hungry or suffer from 
mainutrition, hundreds of 
millions do not receive any 
medical aid and have no 
opportunities of studying. 





EEC, WORLD BANK, EIB TO HELP BAUXITE INDUS‘1RY 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 9 Dec 84 p 13 


[Article by Paul O'Hara] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


THE European Economic 
Community{EEC], the Worid 
Bank, and the European 
investment Bank [EIB). are 
expected to assist Guyana 
next year, in the financial 
restructuring of the Republic’s 
bauxite Industry. 

This war clearly indicated 
last Thursday, by Executive 
Chairman Bernard Crawford 
of the Bauxite Industry 


Development Company 
Limited [BIDCO]. | 
~" Comrade Crawford's 


disclosure was made during 
an address to Ambassadors 
and High Commissioners, at a 
luncheon for diplomats, 
hosted by Dr-- Enrique 
Peinado Barrios, Ambassador 
of the neighbouring Republic 
of Venezuela. 
_BIDCO’s Chairman said, “It is 
anticipated that in 1985, the 
financial restructuring of the 
(bauxite) industry, will be 
accomplished with inputs, not 
only directly from the 
Government of Guyana as 
shareholder, but also from the 
EEC, EID, and the IBRD 
(Internstional Bank for 
Reconstruction and 
Development). 

“In that context, and 
having regard also to better 
market conditions in 1985, it 
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is expected that there will be 
@ very substantial - im- 
provement in the financial 
performance of the industry 
as from 1985, with a return to 

net profitability being ac- 
complished, probably by 1986, 
but certainty not later than 
1987.” 

The BIDCO Chief Executive 
frankly stated, that while the 


present performance of the 
bauxit» industry continues to 
improve very significantly, the 
position is nevertheless, _ still 
unsatisfactory. 

_ He then stresesd, “ht Is 
clear, and generally accepted, 
thet there needs to be an 
appropriete financial 
restructuring of the industry, 
‘Including @ very nt 
Increase In its equity [both in 
local and in foreign curren- 
cies} by the shareholder, and 
also, an appropriate 


Comrade Crawford also) 
said, “actual financial per- 
formance of the industry s0 
far, and the projections to the 
end of the year indicate, in 
spite of a net loss position, an 
improvement of some $60 
million, compared to 1983.” 

He mentioned future 
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prospects of the industry, and 
pointed out that marketing 
prospects for the next five 
years seem good. 

Requirements for next yar 
(1985) are as follows: 

(a) Calcined refractory 
grade bauxite (RASC) — 


575,000 metric tons. 





. tb) Abrasive 


“Grade 
Bauxite (AAC)~ — 100900 
metric tons. 


(C) Chemical Grade 
Bauxite (CGB) and 
Aluminous Cement Grade 


Bauxite (ACGB) — 350000 
metric tons. 


(d) A new “‘special”’ 
Abrasive Grade Bauxite 
(AACS) — 25.000 metric 
tons. 

(e) Metal Grade Bauxite 
(MAZ) — 1077.000 metric 
tons. 


The chairman of BIDCO 
said that the market for 
bauxite products from Guyana 
this year [1984] is projected as 
follows: RASC — 600000 
metric tons; AAC — 45,000 
metric tons; CGB/ ACGB — 
340 000 metric tons; and MAZ 
— 640 300 metric tons. 

Total value of the 
Republic's 1984 export of | 
bauxite products wil be 
around G$400 million. 

—(NNS|_ 

















INTEGRATED AGRICULTURAL PROJECT WITH YUGOSLAVIA STUDIED 

Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 6 Dec 84 p 1 

[Text] Guyana and Yugoslavia are studying the possibility of setting up an 
integrated agriculture project which will include the cultivation of corn, 


soybean and cocoa, as well 4s fruits and vegetables. 


A team of experts from Yugoslavia will visit Guyana in February-March next 
year to work out the details of this project, an official in the Department 
of International Economic Co-operation (DIEC) said Monday. 


Discussions on agricultural co-operation between the two countries were 
initiated in October at the first meeting of the Guyana-Yugoslav Mixed 
Commission, and continued last week when a four-member Yugoslav delegation 


visited Georgetown. 


While in Guyana, the Yugoslavs met with representatives of the Forestr 
Commission, the Livestock Development Company (LIDCO), and the Guyana 
National Engineering Corporation (GNEC). 


The DIEC official explained that Yugoslav assistance for the training 

of local forestry personnel as well as for the modernisation of Guyana's 
forestry sector was a key issue in the talks between the visiting delega- 
tion and forestry officials. 


With the GNEC, the Yugoslavs Giscussed possible co-o,_. 1 in shipbuildin 
and in the manufacture of hand cools. 


Yugoslavia is already assisting LIDCO through a $1,1 million grant to purchase 
much-needed equipment for the Georgetown Milk Plant. The money is being 
provided through its Solidarity Fund with Non-Aligned and developing coun~ 
tries. 


Plant Manager S. Balraj said the equipment--insulated milk tanks, milk 
pumps, a pasteuriser, equipment for a recombination section and 4 butter 
oil pump--should arrive in Guyana this month for installation at the plant 
in Kingston in January .-- (GNA) 
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HOYTE SPEAKS AS MMA WATER PROJECT ENTERS PHASE TWO 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 9 Dec 84 ppl, 9 


[Text ] 


GUYANA’‘S massive 
MMA water-contro! 
project is an object 
lesson in the deter- 
mination of the Guyanese 
people to pursue their 
own path of development 
and to be a proud and 
independent _ people, 
Prime Minister Desmond 
Hoyte contended 
yesterday. 

He “Was ~ delivering “the 
feature address at a ceremony 
marking the beginning of 
Stage Two of Phase One of 
the Mahaica-Mahaicony- 
Abary Water-Control Project. 

Guyanese, he said, should 
also take pride in the project 
for it was an object lesson in 
our determination to be 
masters of our own house 
and in our determination to 
resist with all our might, 
efforts to coerce or dictate to 
us of in any way subjugate 
‘us. 

The Prime Minister noted 
that the project had been 
mooted some three decades 
ago but its implementation 
was constantly postponed 
because of financial con- 
siderations. He however, 
reminded the large gathering 
that in 1977 the PNC 
Government decided that it 
should start the project using 
“our own resources’ and 
long before we had any 
prospect of financing from 
any multilateral agency. 
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He said In view of all that Is 
happening In relation to the 
~ project it was Important that 

we say to ourselves and to 
the world — particularly to 
those stil hell bent on th- 
warting the implementation of 
the project — that In the 
same way we started it with 


our Own resources we will 
end it with our own resources 


if it becomes necessary. 

Ten years ago, he noted, 
the project area was “a 
region of depression and 
poverty” because of poor 
water control and with far- 
mers merely gaining sub- 
sistence from the fertile soil. 

However, generation atter 
generation ‘clung 
tenaciously” to the land and 
today, they are reaping ample 
rewards as is reflected in their 
lifestyle including the well- 
appointed houses they now 
ive in and the way they 
cress. 

“All these things have 
come about because of 
certain fundamental policies 
we have adopted and 
programmes we have im- 
plemented — programmes 
and policies which 
necessitated our turning our 
backs on luxuries and non- 
essential items and diverting 
our scarce resources into 
channels which enable us to 
build a solid economic 
foundation,” he pointed out. 

The project he said, has 
shown “what a wonderful 
transformation we can effect 
In the lives of our people if 
we make the right investment 
and Hf wo choose our priorities 
correctly.” 
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The Prime Minister noted that as a result of efforts to stifle the project, 
it will now cost Guyana an additional $60 million, the country will lose 
some $300 million in foreign exchange over the repayment period and the 
rate of return on the project (because of these increased costs) will be 
reduced by half. 


Part of the burden, he added, is being imposed upon us by "A powerful 
country...for no other reason than the fact that we refuse and will 
continue to refuse to be pawns of anybody." 


Cde Hoyte stressed the need for Guyanese to take pride in whatever they do, 
to respect themselves and to understand that development starts in our own 
minds "For in the final analysis, the whole process of development is a 
process of developing ourselves as human beings." 


The main thrust of Phase One, Stage Two will be to construct canals and 
drains right up to individual farmers' plots thus completing the project 
in that area and liberating land of which 46 000 acres will be for rice 
cultivation. 


Meanwhile, the MMA Authority yesterday announced plans for providing 
housing and recreational facilities within the project area with a view 
to attracting and retaining staff. 


The Authority has also set up a special division for operations and mainte- 
nance to ensure the effective maintenance of the facilities. 


In addition, the Authority also announced plans to: 


--Expand its agriculture extension services so as to provide farmers with 
the best possible advice; 


--Conduct a research programme on the management of water for rice production; 


--Complete an all-weather road to make access possible from Onverwagt to EL 
Dorado; 


--Implement a programme of staff training and development, and 


-~Start a programme in environmental monitoring to ensure no harmful effects 
as a result of the project. 


The contract for works on Phase One, Stage Two has been awarded to the Dutch 
firm Ballast Nedam. The works should be completed within three years at a 
cost of some $55 million (US). 


In his remarks yesterday, Prime Minister Hoyte also reminded the gathering 
that much of the money for the project has been borrowed from the IDB and 
will have to be repaid. In addition, the assets will have to be maintained. 











In this regard, farmers will have to honour their obligations and pay their 
rates and taxes. 


Their most important obligation, he stressed, however, must be to be true 
Guyanese and to be loyal to Guyana doing nothing that woula undermine the 
country's agriculture and other development efforts. 


They must also be in the forefront of those committed to the principle and 
policy of eating Guyanese foods and using Guyanese resources. 


Followong Cde Hoyte's address, the beginning of the works of Phase One, 
Stage Two was commissioned at the site of the intermediate regulator by 
Minister within the Ministry of Agriculture, Cde Dr Simpson DaSilva. 
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RICE BOARD PLANS NEW MILLING COMPLEX IN REGION FOUR 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 5 Dec 84 pp l, 2 


[Text ] 





—— 


THE Guyana Rice Board, 

king cognisance of the 
increasing level of rice 
production in Region Four, is 
moving to improve ' milling 
facilities for farmers in the 
East Coast, Demerara area. 

GRB General Manager Leon 
Dundas said yesterday that 
plans are afoot to put down 
| @ rice milling complex aback 
x just outside the 


The complex will include a 
ten-ton mill from the German 
Democratic Republic, a solar 
drying floor, storage bins, a 
mechanical dryer and a scale 
_ and weight bridge. 

. According to the General 
: Manager, the facilities are 
expected to enhance rice 
cultivation along the East 
Loast, Demerara as it will 
significantly reduce the cost 
of . transporting paddy to 


distant mills. 
One of the main features of 

the new mill, which is ex- 

pected in Guvana bv agri 


_January, is its capacity to usé 


paddy shafts to generate 
some of its own energy. 
Already work has begun on 
the site which is_ being 
prepared by the National 
Parks Commission. —. 
Region Four has to date 


“produced some 3 380 metric 


tonnes of rice at an average 
of 55 bags per hectare (22 
bags per acre). So far, far- 
mers have harvested 90 per 
cent of the © 2076 hectares 
(5 191 acres) Sown for the 
Second or Spring crop. Last 
year’s Second crop yielded an 
average 46 bags per hectare 
(18 bags per acre)from a total 
of ; 1 8&6 hectares (4 641 
acres). 
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CATHOLIC STANDARD RIDICULES VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVE 
Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 9 Dec 84 p 4 


[Text] When the average Guyanese hears the word "elections,' he reaches for 
his smelling salts or XM. The word has come to signify corruption, fraud 
and hypocrisy over the last 17 years. 


Tne recent announcement that national registration is about to start here 
and overseas reminds us that elections are due in 1985. 


This means that once again we will experience the psychological squalor of 
a corrupt election. 


The electoral plot was first hatched in 1966 or 1967, shortly after inde- 
pendence. The objective was to ditch the United Force, then a coalition 
partner, and gain power alone. 


The machinery was essentially the preparation of padded voters" lists 
containing the names of dead or non-existent persons, the introduction of 
overseas voting, the emasculation of the elections commission and the 
expansion of proxy voting. 


National Registration was the means of achieving the first objective. 


In 1967, a National Registration Act was passed to provide for "the establish- 
ment of a National Register, for the issue of identification cards, and for 
purposes connected therewith." 


Section 16 of the Act provided that for the purpose of registration of 
voters, registration pursuant to the Act "shall be under the general direc- 
tion and supervision of the Elections Commission." 


In fact, registration had actually started prior to the passing of the Act 
using handpicked officers (there was no public advertisement) and there had 
been no consultation with the Elections Commission. 


When the National Registration Bill was published, the Chairman of the 


Elections Commission wrote the Minister of Home Affairs enquiring about 
the Bill and referring him to the constitutional position of the Commission. 
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The Minister met them and told them that what would take place was national 
registration and that they had nothing to do with that. 


He said election legislation would be enacted in due course and their powers 
would be preserved. 


The registration proceeded with no supervision or control by the Commission. 


In 1968, despite the Minister's assurances, the lists prepared were adopted 
as the basis of the electoral register. 


To give some idea of the accuracy of those lists, there is on record an 
affidavit of Rudy Luck, a PPP candidate in the 1968 elections. 


He discovered on checking the lists, which were not readily available, 
that over 50 voters were registered at a particular Georgetown address. 





On visiting it, he found a PNC party office occupied part of the lot and 
there were at most 15 persons of voting age living at the premises. 


The present exercise once again has nothing whatever to do with the Elections 


Commission. The national lists now compiled (14-year-olds and over) will be 
used in the style of an expert chef to cook up an electoral souffle. 


CSO: 3298/297 
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FOREIGN CURRENCY SHOP OPENS SELLING IMPORTED GOODS 
Sijan Plaza Operation 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 5 Dec 84 ppl, 8 


[Text] The talk of the town over the last three days has been the opening 
of "Sijan Plaza," a new business undertaking at Camp and Charlotte Streets 
being spearheaded by the Guyana Pharmaceutical Corporation. 


According to the corporation which has described the new undertaking as 
"Guyana's first foreign currency shop," "Sijan Plaza" will be opened for 
business from today. 


All transactions must be done in foreign currency--the U.S. dollar, the 
pound sterling, and the Canadian dollar. 


The venture, which has provoked some apprehension amongst members of the 
public, is seen as an experimental move by Central Government to provide 
Guyanese who have access to foreign currency with a wide range of goods 
not otherwise readily available on the local market. 


The venture is also seen as one of several measures geared to deal with 
the spiralling parallel market--which is having a debilitating effect on 
the national economy--while at the same time channelling foreign exchange 
available locally into productive use in the national interest. 


The shop will be run in a manner somewhat similar to foreign currency shops 
in a number of socialist countries. And, according to the GPC, most of the 
goods now in stock at the Plaza has been obtained through an arrangement 
with a similar business in Cuba. 


The GPC explained that the Plaza will be stocked with a wide range of goods. 
These will include an assortment of gents and ladies clothing, shoes, 
cosmetics, toiletries and sports gear. 


Television sets, record players, whisky, wines, cognacs, cigarettes and 
other imported items will also be on sale at the Plaza. 


The range of goods will be expanded according to the demands of the public, 
the corporation explained. 
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Much of the apprehension of members of the public stems from their uncertainty 
about whether their shopping at the Plaza would constitute any violation of 
the country's Foreign Exchange Regulations. 


However, referring to this "apprehension," a GPC spokesman explained yester- 
day that the GPC has been authorised by the Central Government to receive 
foreign currencies in exchange for goods sold at the Sijan Plaza. 


The spokesman noted that citizens are usually given up to 30 days to dispose 
of whatever foreign exchange may come into their possession. 


Guyanese who receive monetary gifts from friends and relatives abroad, 
diplomats residing here and overseas visitors to the country need have 

no fear about spending their foreign currency at the Plaza, the GPC spokes- 
man added. 


Items on sale at the Plaza, the spokesman contended, will be made available 
at prices competitive with those obtaining elsewhere. 


The Plaza will be opened from 09:00 hrs to 18:00 hrs Mondays to Thursdays, 
from 09:00 hrs to 20:00 hrs on Friday and from 09:00 hrs to 13:00 hrs on 
Saturdays. (GNA) 


Criticism of Government Policy 
Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 9 Dec 84 p 2 
[Editorial] 


[Text } 


THE OPENING to the pupiic of a 
foreign exchange shop with an in- 
vitation to all with foreign cur- 
rency to come and spend it, has 
left many people surprised and 
apprehensive. 

One of their concerns is whether 
their shopping at the Sijan Plaza, 
as it is called, with foreign cur- 
rency will be later used by the 
authorities to investigate whether 
they acquired that currency in 
breach of our Foreign Exchange 
Laws. 

To reassure them a GPC spokes- 
man has let it be known that Gov- Vista were laid on, mainly for the 
ernment has authorised the Sijan convenience of the hucksters. 
Plaza to receive foreign currency Special lanes at Timehri Airport 
in exchange for goods. were at one time set aside for 


But, is this assurance enough? 
How do they know that the author-:: 
ities will not at some later date 
enquire into the manner in which 
the foreign currency was acquired? 

Government's record in dealing 
with the parallel market does not 
inspire confidence. 

In the past it has not only per- 
mitted, but also encouraged the 
development of tne parallel market 
which it now in desperation seeks 
to contain in order to regain con- 
trol of the. economy. 

Special weekly flights to Boa 
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hucksters arriving from the USA 
and Caribbean laden with hugh box- 
e> and suitcases. 

Government Corporations bought 
From the hucksters and most of the 
business places would have had to 
close their doors, were it not for 
the steady stream of goods they 
received from the parallel market. 

At the same time, the authorit- 
ies seemed to turn a blind eye to 
the widespread bribery and cor- 
ruption the traders have had to 


contend with at every step they 
took. 

Now, as the ruling party records 
its 20th year in office, the Sijan 
Plaza has been opened. This shop, 
we are told, will not sell foreign 
food items. 

the US and Canadian dollars and 
British pounds prest -ed cannot 
buy milk, flour, peas, margarine, 





oil,drugs and many of the other 
necessary items the people so ur- 
gently need. 

Instead, they are offered Chivas 
Regal, Johnny Walker and other 
whiskeys, sherry, foreign cigar- 
ettes, videos, stereo sets, toilet- 
ries and fancy shoes and clothing. 

The raiding of the shops and 
vendors, together with the waiv- 
ing of the law in favour of this 
foreign exchange shop will not 
curb the parallel market. 

As long as the Government fails: 
to provide the people with their 
basic requirements, they will find 
ways and means to circumvent the 
law. 

Government's policy has only 
served to create more fear and 
anxiety and to bring the law into 
greater disrepute. 

It has made most law abiding 
Guyanese into criminals. 


Attack. on PNC 


Georgetown DAYCLEAN in English 8 Dec 84 p l 


[Text] After armed raids against parallel market traders, vendors, small 
and middle-sized shops and some market stalls--the PNC has opened a Contra~ 


band Shop in the middle of Georgetown. 
goods in this shop will have to pay inf 


Those who want to buy the fancy 
oreign currency--US or Canadian 


dollars or British pounds. Caribbean dollars and Siriname guilders are not 
good enough for the GPC Sijan basket of currencies. 


Politically, this move is a big climb-down for Burnham. The same man who 


banned evaporated milk, wheat, peas an 


d cheese is now opening the door to 


whiskies, wines, cognacs and other high drinks. The GPC Sijan Project, 
part of the consume-what-you-produce agricultural drive, is now bearing its 
first fruits--TV sets and video cassettes. Sijan might even bring forth 


apples and grapes in time for Christmas: 


This is a victory for the better-off Guyanese and foreign officials and the 


PNC's second defeat since September. 


DAYCLEAN announced the first defeat, 


the recent TUC elections, with big headlines: "LABOUR SHOWS THE WAY--THE PNC 
CAN BE DEFEATED." In September the masses of working people defeated the PNC 
and in December the middle classes defeated them. 


The People have a Strong Case 


The steel is rusting. The solid wall is cracking. Things are getting 
harder for the masses, but the fortress is canting. 











After OPEN WORD smoked them out of their hole, GPC started coming up with 

a whole lot of explanations in the press and on the air. One of the things 
the Corporation said is that "the range of goods will be expanded according 
to the demands of the public.” ( CHRONICLE 84-12-05). 


They will be hearing from the public. 


The people now have a strong, clear, moral and righteous case to fight for 
the right to eat. 


Crime Last Week, Policy This Week 


Everybody wants to know how wheat flour and split peas are illegal and Sijan 
TV is legal. They want to know how arrangements can be made for imported 
whiskies and people can't get milk. 


People have been arrested for the right to eat. Women in a WPA action were 
jailed and fined for protesting during the food struggles last year. Dozens 
of food marchers were jailed and charged with unlawful procession on the 

West Coast and East Coast Demerara. Bauxite workers were jailed for fighting 
for the right to eat and hundreds were retrenched. The rulers admitted in 
court that they prevented WPA meetings because of the WPA slogan "NO FOOD, 


NO WORK.” 


And now the PNC says that it is all right to use US$ to buy "prohibited" 
items in their shop. 


They are finally facing the fact that the ban on wheat is a very expensive 
and foolish ban. It gave us the contraband trade. It lost more foreign 
exchange than if they had continued to import wheat. It caused the police 
force to be corrupted. It made food heroes out of the people who took great 
risks to bring the food the people wanted. The rulers called them criminals. 
Now the GPC is selling contraband and dealing in foreign exchange. 


What was a crime last week is policy this week. 
Praise for Goods Display 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 10 Dec 84 p 5 
[Text] Sijan Plaza, the country's first foreign currency shop opened last 
Wednesday, is attracting numerous Guyanese and persons of other nationalities, 


as the curious came to have 4 peek at the range of goods on display. 


The Plaza has started out with a conservative display of items, ranging from 
high quality wines to TV sets, track shoes, fans and clothing. 


In the spacious building, the display of items support an imaginative style 
with a touch of practicability. 
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The relaxed atmosphere is heightened with the positioning of locally-made 
chairs (not fer sale) at appropriate spots and decorative trees of the seasons 
On one row of racks hang a number of jeans, unisex jackets, ladies wear and 

a variety of children's clothing. Sporting gear decked another setting. 


Up the stairs, the cosmetics booths are ablaze and gift items abound. Just 
near the entrance an elaborate Cuban outfit, impressive in stylish frills, 
is displayed. 


Also prominently displayed are TV sets, a tape recorder and a stereo. In 
one corner, various wines take the highlight. 


Most of the goods have been obtained through an arrangement with a similar 
business in Cuba. 


However, seized contraband boods often channelled back through corporations 
will not be on sale here, noted one official. 


The enterprise is considered one of the measures to deal with the spiralling 
parallel market and is also an effort to make productive use of foreign 
currency available locally. 


Certainly, the venture seems off to a good start as many continue to flock 
the Plaza, emerging with purchases bought with US, Pound sterling or Canadian 
dollars. 


CSO: 
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BRIEFS 


POLITICAL EDUCATION--Over the past months a number of political education 
programmes have been conducted in Region Six as part of a programme to 
sensitise comrades to important matters of Party and national interest. 
According to Assistant Regional Supervisor Cde Ranga Appadu, more than 

70 groups throughout the Region were visited by Regional Officers and 
discussions were held with the members. He said that among the several 
topics were those dealing with the economic crisis (with specific reference 
to the conditionalities of International Monetary Fund), renewal of expired 
membership, group meetings and group elections. Group members were also 
given an opportunity to discuss problems affecting their everyday lives 
both at group and community levels. Cde Appadu added that some of the 
activities planned for 1985 will include the Regional programme of work, 
membership drive to ensure that all groups are functioning effectively, 

and that the population census be completed in each People's Co-operative 
Unit before the end of November. [Text] [Georgetown NEW NATION in English 
9 Dec 84 p 2] 


PNC ACTIVITIES--A large contingent of PNC members, supporters and well- 
wishers will be travelling to the Guyana Glass Works Compound at Yarrow- 
kabra along the Soesdyke-Linden Highway on Sunday, December 16 to hear 
Comrade Leader address the national rally and commission the glass factory. 
This is the major event for the observation of the PNC in Government. 
Berbicians will also be travelling in large numbers for the formal opening 
of the Third Session of the First Supreme Congress of the Peopie at the 
National Cultural Centre on Friday. [Text] [Georgetown NEW NATION in 
English 9 Dec 84 p 2] 


CITIZEN DEFENSE ROLE--Brigadier-General Norman McLean yesterday expressed 
agreement with a statement made by President Burnham sometime before that 
the defence of Guyana depended to a large extent on the commitment and 
training of the country's reservists. Carrying out this mandate, he added, 
was part of the plan for the defence of Guyana. Cde McLean made the observa- 
tions while issuing instruments of commission to 12 officers of the Guyana 
People's Militia, who have just completed a training that extended over a 
15-month period. The Brigadier-General noted that Guyana was too poor to 
have a large standing army. "We must depend on our citizens who are ready, 
willing and able," he told the new Second-Lieutenants who will now begin 

a part-time career as "an integral part of the Guyana Defence Force." He 
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told them that they can take pride in having achieved something since they 

had displayed “stickability, application and the ability to succeed" by 
completing the rigorous course. The newly commissioned officers are 
Second-Lieutenants R. Benn, L. Cadogan, M. Churaman, L. Conway, P. Daniels, 

E. Joseph, U. Leander, N. Martin, F. Ralph, J. Ross and K. Summer. (GNA) [Text] 
[Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 9 Dec 84 p 13] 


AGRICULTURALISTS IN BRAZIL--A two-man team from the Ministry of Agriculture 

is now in Brazil to look at the production and processing systems of cashew 
nuts there. Acting Principal Agricultural Officer for Extension Services, 

Cde Raymond Trotz, and Agriculture Officer of Region Nine, Cde Charles Thomas, 
left Guyana for Brazil last week for a two-week visit to the neighbouring 
state. There is a large number of cashew trees in the Rupununi and some on 
the Linden-Soesdyke Highway, among other places. It is hoped that the two 
agriculturalists will be able to use this exposure for the development of 

the cashew nut industrv in Guyana. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in 
English 7 Dec 84 p 3] 


CSO: 3298/300 
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SPAULDING LINKAGE OF POLITICS, VIOLENCE SPARKS REACTION 
Terrorist Training 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 13 Dec 84 p l 


[Editorial Report] The following photo caption from Kingston's THE DAILY 
GLEANER in English of 13 December 1984 appears with a very blurred 4~-column 
picture showing a group of men seemingly receiving instructions in the opera- 
tion of a rifle from another man at the head of the group. The men are casu- 
ally dressed--some shirtless--and several are holding rifles in various posi- 
tions. The photograph appears under a banner headline reading "Crime Linked 

to ‘Political Objectives'" and carrying the subhead "Spaulding Call Names From 
PNP, WPJ; Cites Cuban Connection," the text of which appeared in the FBIS Latin 
America DAILY REPORT, Vol IV, No 246, dated 20 December 1984, pp S 3-S 5. The 
caption is headlined "Terrorists in Training": 


At a farm run by “Norman the Coptic” in the involved in terrorising citizens of Mountain 
hills of St. Thomas, 14 gunmen learn from View and surrounding areas. (4) “Deffy” a 
tutor Tony Brown (extreme right) how to use notorious gunman and a member of the Hot 
an M-16 rifle. Minister of National Security Steppers Gang who was killed some time ago. 
and Justice Winston Spaulding tabled the \(5) Michael Anderson alias Bockers alias 
photograph in Parliament yesterday and de- Louis Anderson is wanted by the police for 
scribed what it depicted. He said: The per- questioning in a number of cases of shooting. 
sons standing in the picture beginning from He travels frequently between North America 
left are: (1) Georgia Young alias Kitty — a and Jamaica usin different names id 
member of the Hot Steppers Gang. Kitty is an fraudulent travel uments. He is deep!y 
associate of George Flash and Anthony involved with the Coptic Organisation and 
Brown. Kitty is a known bank robber and is hard drug dealers and traders.(6) “Hutch” — 
skilled in the use of high powered weapons. another member of the Hot Steppers Gang 
(He is wanted by the police). (2) Alexander was killed in a shoot-out with fie police. (7) 
Williams alias Footy — also a member of the Alphanso Meeks alias Phansc — a member 
Hot Steppers Gang of Wareika Hills. He is of the Hot Steppers Gang but now deceased. 
wanted by the police for shooting with intent. He was shot on the 20th April, 1982 in a 
Footy is wanted in connection with the hold- shoot-out with the police at Text Lane, Cen- 
up of the Royal Bank in Harbour View on tral Kingston. He was one of four gunmen 
the morning of the 18th May, 1981. His latest who shot and killed six persons in the Warei- 
haunt is in the ganja fields in Aboukir up in ka Hills earlier in April 1982. This Parlia- 
the hills of St. Ann. (3) Michael Murray alias ment may recall this murder which appalled 
Little Massop — a member of the Hot Step- the country and hit the headlines on the 
— Gang. He is wanted by the police and occasion of the visit on the 7th April 1982 of 
last reports indicated that he might still be in U.S. President Ronald Reagan to jamaica. (8) 
Cuba. Michael is wanted along with other “Teen Bop” —a member “e the Hot Steppers 
gunmen for the murder of Junior Walker in Gang. He is wanted by the police but he is 
1980. During the 1979/80 period, he was believed to be abroad. 
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(9) Donovan hirkpatrick alias Bumball — a 
member of the Hot Steppers Gang. He has 
ten convictions for robbery, shooting with 
intent, wounding and receiving stolen goods. 
He escaped from Kingston Public Hospital tn 
1980 and he is still at large, and is among the 
group which was in Cuba. Latest reports 
indicate that he is still abroad. (10) Anthony 
Brown alias Tony Brown alias “Tego.” He is 
the leader in exile in Cuba of the Hot Step- 
pers Gang. He is wanted for questioning in 
connection with nine other cases ranging 
from bank robbery to shooting with intent to 
murder. He figured in the Cuban Break and 
latest intelligence reports indicate that he is 
still in Cuba. 

Among those seated beginning from left 
are: (11) “Dicky Puss" — another member of 
the Hot Steppers Gang. He is skilled in the 
use of high-powered. weapons. Dicky Pu: 
was in Cuba and is telieved to be still there. 
(12) Erroit Duncan vias Salad alias Had. — ts 
a member of the Hot Steppers Gang. He was 


Anti-Crime 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in Engli 


Establishment of an Advisory 
Council on Criminal Jusnce and cre 
gtrion of a Police Staff College are 
among the elements of a master plan 
to fight cnme unfolded in Parhament 
yesterday by Minister of National 
Secunty and Justice Mr. Winston 
Spaulding. 

Measures 10 be adopred, said 
Minister Spaulding, were: 

@ The re-organization and re- 
structuring of the Operations Squad 
to be known as “Special Operations 
Division” under new leadership, with 
much more defined objectives 
Members of this Division will be 
given the responsibility of targetting 
the ‘hard-core criminal groups and 
indwwiduals with special emphasis on 
those who are committed (0 attack- 
ing and eliminating members of the 
security forces thereby constituting 4 
special threat to the nauion. Special 
training and equipment will be pro- 
vided ie members of this Division. 
Great emphasis will be placed on 
discipline, accountability and control 
of this special group of policemen. 


@ The intensification of training 
programmes designed to improve the 


[Text ] 


effectiveness, knowledge, artitude 
and morale of junior members of the 
Force. 


@ The creanon ot a Police Staft 
College to provide higher training 


sh 


wi 
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in Cuba and he is believed to be still there. 
Ilad featured in Paul Burke letters when he 
requested books to be sent to him in Cuba. 
(13) George Flash alias “Benero” — is a 
leader of the Hot Steppers Gang. He has nine 
convictions recorded against him for shoot- 
ing with intent and robbery witha gravation. 
He is wanted for the murder of Anthony 
Lawes, Roy Mignott and Ted O'Gilvie. In 
addition he is wanted for questioning in four 
cases of murder and several cases of shoot- 
ings and robberies. A recent intelligence 
report confirms his presence in Cuba. (14) 
Danks — is seated with his back towards the 
camera. He is a member of the Hot Steppers 


Mie 


Gang. (15) Dave Francis — was a member of 
the Hot Steppers Gang. He was among those 
wanted for the ed of the six rsons 
killed in the Wareika Hills in April 1982. 
Dave Francis was shot and killed by the 
police on the 20th April, 1982 in the same 
shoot-out with the police at Text Lane in 
which Alphanso Meeks was killed. 


aSurTres 


Dec 84 pp 1, 3 


and education for senior members of 
the Force, to give the leadership a 
deeper understanding and perception 
of the society in which they operate. 


@ A closer co-ordination between 
all the intelligence agencies of the 
security forces 

@ The introduction of special 
procedures tor the analysis and colla- 
tion and dissemination of informa 
tion not only for intelligence pur- 
poses, but to assist the Police High 
Command in improving the decision- 
making process which will strenghren 
the management function. This will 
form the basis for computenzation in 
the vital areas. 

@ The establishment of the Advi- 
sory Council on Cnminal Justice in 
order to 
(a) create greater co-ordination be- 
tween agencies in the criminal justice 
system 
(b) direct research in the level, causes 
and pattern of crime in Jarnaica 
(c) evaluate ,the strategies used to 
deal with the incidence of crime and 
to recommend improvements and 
(d) determine the training needs of 
the relevant agencies. 

@ The continued re-organization 
of the initiatives to deal with corrup- 
tion within the security forces, which 
apart from being a grave wrong, has 
the additional effect of subverting 








{Text } 


the interest of national security for 
personal greed and gain. 

@ Increasing the initiatives to deal 
with indiscipline and accountability, 
quite apart from the issues of corrup- 
uion earlier referred to. Only a 
having discipline and accountability 
can the Force succeed in operating 
effectively. To this end, steps will be 
taken to put in place the well needed 
services for professional guidance 
and counselling which will assist 
members of the Force to deal more 
effectively with their problems. 

@ The intensification of the Po-- 
lice Public Relations programmes to 
improve relationship between the 
police and the public. 

@ Special co-ordination with va- 
rious individuals and agencies 
through the private sector and other 

groups, such as the PSO}, whose work with the 
police and Ministry will be strengthened. 

@ The development of more reliable and consis- 
tent methods of communication with the media in 
order to enable access to the widest range of 
information possible without damaging secunty, 
prejudicing cases, interfering with sedividea! rights 
of exposing various persons or organizations to 
serious dangers and to bring about greater under- 
standing in this important area of relationship 
between the police and the public as a whole. 

@ Improving the facilities and conditions of 
service for members of the security forces within 
the existing budgetary provisions. 

@ Examination of the existing laws to see how 
they can be strengthened or modified to meet the 





crime situation in a manner consistent with the 
nation’s democratic, legal, constitutional traditions 
and principles. : 

@ Greater co-ordination between the operations 
of the Jamaica Constabulary Force and the Jamaica 
Defence Force to make more -effective use of 
limited resources on a more co-ordinated basis. 

@ The introduction of new methods of dealing 
with complaints made against the police. An inter- 


departmental committee consisting of representa- 


tives from the legal departments, police force and 
the Ministry, is at present reviewing the existing 
procedures with a view of making recommenda- 
tions. 

@ The re-organization of the Planning and 
Research Division of the Police Force to make its 
functions more relevant and ¢ sive to the 
immediate and long-term needs of the Force. 


@ The expansion of the Crime Monitoring and 
Analysis Section which collaborates closely with 
other agencies in criminal behaviour, trend and 
control. This section is engaged in in-depth analy- 
sis, collation and co-ofdinating of information flow 
on crime and related matters. 


@ The institution of new procedures to deal 
with the recruitment of personnel to the Force in 
order to improve the quality of recruits. 


@ The greater involvement of members of the 
public who have expertise in areas which can assist 
in improving the efficiency and effectiveness of the 
police. Invitations will be extended for persons to 
offer advice, make suggestions or even submit 
papers to the Police High Command and/or the 
Ministry of National Security and Justice on ways 
in which the police force could be more effective 
and more responsive to the changes in the society. 


Attacks on Police 


Another policeman was gunned 
down on Thursday night, the twen- 
eth to be murdered since January. A 
new elite squad is to be established 
to take Counter MeasuTes. 

The Minister of National Security 
and the Police High Command yes- 
terday issued statements calling on 

] policemen to be especially careful 
and on the alert. 

The Police High Command said 
that, based on the frequency with 
which policemen were being killed, 
members ot the Force should be 
even more carctul and alert as they 
undertook their duties. 

Minister of National Security Mr. 
Winston Spaulding said it appeared 


that there was a group targerting 
oulicemen, and the Police High 
Command and the Ministry had 
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agreed to set up a highly trained 
section in the Force to take Counter 
Measures. 

Lutest policeman tu be slain’ was 
Deiecrve Cpl. Glastord Davis, 41, 
who was transterred to Trelawny 
after his ite was threatened while he 
was stucioned iA Kingston. 

He was the second to die at the 
hands of criminal gunmen in 12 days. 
Since January, 18 in all have been 
gunned down and two _ fatally 
stabbed, according to police reports. 

On the latest killing the Police 
Information Centre reported y cster- 
day: “Another policeman, Detective 
Corporal Glastord Davis, was shot 
and killed by gunmen along Wal- 
tham Park Road in Kingston 13 last 
night (Thursday). 

“Detective Davis, who was sta- 








tioned at Clark's Town, Trelawny, 
was driving his private motor car 
trom premises along Waltham Park 
Road about 10.20 p.m. when two 
men pounced on him and opened 
fire, hitting him in the chest. 

“He ran from the car and col- 
lapsed and died on the spot. The 
service revolver with which he was 
armed was not taken and the killers 
escaped on foot in the-area. 

“Cpl. Davis had been in the prem- 
ises cartier in the day effecting repairs 
to his car. As he drove from the 
premises in the night he was attacked 
and shot dead. 

“Detective Davis, who was 41, 
had 17 years service in the Force, 15 
Drews Land area of 
Kingston 19 on the night 

ot November 26. 


“Based on the tre- 
guency with which po- 
licemen are killed, the 
Police High Command 
has issued a special ap- 
peal to members of the 
Force to be particularly 
caretul and alert as they 
undertake their duties. 


“Minister of National 
Security and Justice, the 
Hon. Winston Spauld- 
ing, has expressed his 
horror and shock at the 
killing of yet another 
policeman, 41-year old 
Detective Corporal Glas- 
ford Davis, who was 
gunned down along 
Waltham Park Road 
around 10.30 p.m. on 
Thursday, and has met 
with the Police High 
Command, and has di- 
rected thar top level in- 
vestigations should pro- 
ceed and enquiries made 


as to the true motive for 
his killing. 


“He has expressed his 
sorrow and condolence 
to his family. 


“Det. Cpl. Davis’ life 
was threatened in 1982 
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whilst he was stationed 
at Kingston Westem and 
as a result he was sta- 
tioned to Trelawny. Ini- 
tial reports are that he 
arrended the Gun Coun 
yesterday and later vis- 
ited a friend along Wal- 
tham Park Road with 
whom he usually stayed 
while.in Kingston. 


- “It is against this 
background of the 
threats to his life two 
years ago, his attendance 
at the Gun Court and 
his being well-known by 
all elements in the area 
{in which) he was killed, 
that thorough investiga- 
tions are being launched 
to discover the true mo- 
tive for his killing. 


“It now appears that 
there is a group target- 
ting policemes and con- 
sequently the Police 
High Command and the 
Minister have agreed to 
the establishment of a 
highly trained section of 
well-disciplined po- 
licemen to be deployed 
to take counter-mea- 
sures against any group 
targetting the police. 

“Minister Spaulding 
said when the target of 
these gunmen are po- 
licemen, then this rep- 
resents a deeper concern 
and threat against the 
deeper society and for 
security. He said there is 
strong evidence of cer- 
tain gangs joining up in 
such groups and that 
there will be special 
measures to be taken to 
deal with the situation, 
and that this is one of 
the matters that he will 
be dealing with in Parlia- 
ment shortly. 


“Minister Spaulding 











called on members of 
the public to be careful 
and to co-operate and 
give information to the 
police to brag wrong- 
doers to justice. He also 
urged policemen to be 
careful whether they are 
on or off duty.” 


Spaulding on Prosecution Problems 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 14 Dec 84 pp 1, 3 


[Text] Minister of National Security and Justice, the Hon. Winston Spaulding, 
told Parliament on Wednesday that “our security forces know virtually all of 
these criminals that are threatening the very life of our country” but they 
had not been arrested because they had kept outside “of criminal justice," 
keeping in the background. 


Moving for a further extension of the Crime Suppression Act in Parliament, for 
a further 180 days, he added: "with public support, it is only a matter of 
time before they are captured or killed in the course of challenging the 
society." 


We need the positive help of the public to speed up this process, and also to 
help prevent their places being taken by persons who are young persons now, 
but in a few years will be the "Greeks," "Marcos," (said by Minister Spaulding 
to be terrorist gunmen) of tomorrow." 


Mr. Spaulding said: 'We have to make them realise that these criminals are 
not to be held as heroes to be supported and copied, they must be isolated and 
recognized for what they are." 


Minister Spaulding said: "So long, as we allow support of these criminals for 
political and ideological motives we will continue to see them supported by 
misguided persons in the society. If they think that they are supporting a 
worthwhile cause they will never stop--they must be made to realise that shoot- 
ing and killing is not the way to bring about political change in the society. 


I realise that for the relatively few hardened political criminals, and their 
associates, it is impossible to change them." 


He continued: "One of the most important things which I hope will come from 
this presentation is an understanding of why people all over the world, who 
are known to be involved in criminal acts, often escape the arm of the law or 
the sanctions of the Court." 


"The first reason, is that although there are certain hard, undisputed facts 
and evidence in the possession of the police in relation to persons, the per- 
sons giving them may be unwilling to testify. 
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But, who is prepared to testify? 
Who ts prepared to risk the power of 

this organization. It is not difficult to see why.” 

The Minister continued: “On the day Cuban- 
trained activist “Sparrow” was killed, carlier this 
year, Mr. Lynch was assassinated by these Wareika 
terronsts as a police informer since these judges, 
jurors and executioners felt that he had given 
information to the police. This of course, in their 
code, is a capital offence punishable by death. 
: “Just weeks ago, two female witnesses were 
killed in the foothills by members of this gang with 
high-powered weapons. They paid the price with 
their lives because they decided to be witnesses 
against a gang member who had killed the daughter 
and sister of the murdered witness. | 
* --No sooner had they been killed, than one of the 
gitlfnends of the accused visited him at prison, 
where he was awaiting trial, with what woul be to 
him good news.” 

| Mr. Spaulding went on: “Who in these circum- 
stances, is willing to ‘bell the cat.’ 


> NOT CO-OPERATING 


" ““While, Mr. Enoch Blake, the owner of the 
house rented by Burke, was quick to clear himself 
by wnting, and giving statements, about Burke's 
renting part of his house, and bringing these men 
here, he is not now however, co-operating with the 
police.” 

. “Another cntical aspect is of course due to the 
fact that what is undisputed fact, may not techni- 
cally be admissible. Even a photograph of a murder 
would not be admitted unless there are people to 
testify about the taking and developing of the 
photo. 

_- There are good technical reasons for this. But 
these cannot prevent us using the hard facts we 
have. Indeed, because of terror, or technicality, 
making it difficult to bring these culprits to justice, 
” is all more reason to warn of this grave and 
fundamental threat to the security of this country. 


This dilemma faces us daily. Niak Keith Gor-. 


don, the Coptic baron, has even given newspaper 
anterviews of his involvement with the Coptic 
organization, and its use of ganja as a ritual, even 
by children. 
‘.. But, while this fact is admitted, known and 
published, it does not provide a technical legal 
basis for charging him in Court. 
«In a dictatorship it does not matter, but the 
challenge of fighting crime in a free society is far 
more difficult. You cannot simply lock up people 
on the basis of what you know, however reliable 
your facts are. ' 

Christopher Henry and the gang who led the 
Gold Street massacre went free. 

They were guilty but they went free. 

We know it, they know it and what is more he 
boasted about it.” 
. . Minister Spaulding said: “In whatever legitimate 
manner they can be stopped, they must be 
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stopped.” 

He said there were situations when sensitive and 
hard information came to the security forces, and it 
was hardly that they reveal or hint at their sources. 

“However, there are occasions when it is nec- 
essary. for us to divulge information in order to 
protect the society itself.” x ie 

“What concems Government fs the need 10 
expose, to weaken and to destroy these networks 
of all kinds so as 40 prevent further deaths, criminal 
violence and instability to the society:” 

DESTROYED. 

“Mr. Speaker, ‘there has ‘been precedent in 
Parliament where people’s lives “have been de- 
stroyed and those persons have even been detained 
without evidence. te 

I come here today with hard facts, not to detain 
but to alert the country to what is ‘happening and 
what will continue to happen if the entire law- 
abiding and patriotic Jamaica does ‘not proclaim 
that this must stop, and unite to stopping it.” 

Mr. Spaulding said the police were unable to 
dispose of cases, because of the killing of witnesses 
and where they had certain evidencé,: This evidence 
was not admissible in a court of 14w because of 
technicalities. » ms We 

“If therefore we are going to“.mobilize the 
country and alert the people to thé-dangers, what 
are we to do? What comes first? The-subversives or 
the country? Mr. Speaker, the only way to stop this 
wanton destruction and waste of human lives by 
certain criminal elements is to expose. the informa- 
tion we have in the national interest. Let the 
predictable detractors squawk. Their record is as 
consistent as their affected sanctimoniousness.” 

Mr. Spaulding said: “I have made the decision 
that it is better to let Parliament and the public 
know some of what the security forces know at the 
present time so that this intelligence can be used in‘ 
the interest of the greater security of the country as 
2 whole. It is a truism that to be forewarned it to 
te forearmed, and it is in this sense that I am 
warming the country of what is sometimes happen- 
ing behind the headlines when they read that a 
policeman has been killed, a payroll has been 
robbed, an innocent householder kas been robbed 
and shot or the police have killed one or more 
wanted criminals. ~ sa 

I am confident that the support from the public 
will be greater with greater understanding. For too 
long, there has been this “‘silent wag” and the cost 
in human life has been great. h 

It is time that it is brought into:the open. It is 
impossible for the police to overopme these el- 
ements m our society without the support of all 
law-abiding citizens of the country which are by far 
in the majority.” : 











PNP, Other Denials 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 14 Dec 84 pp 1, 3 


[Text] The People's National Party, the Workers Party of Jamaica, and two 
individuals named by the Hon. Winston Spaulding in his statement on crime to 
Parliament on Wednesday, yesterday rejected the allegations of links to crim- 
inal activity. 


The PNP, in a statement under the signature of Mr. K. D. Knight, the Party's 
spokesman on national security, said Minister Spaulding this afternoon (Decem- 
ber 12), made allegations "designed to implicate the People's National Party 
with criminal activities." 


The PNP's statement through its spokesman on National Security Mr. K. D. Knight, 
said "The People's National Party reject these charges as blatant lies and con- 
sider them to be incendiary and politcially motivated. In fact, we consider 
the naming of some members of our Party, and the manner in which Mr. Spaulding 
linked them under the protection of Parliamentary privilege, as dangerous and 
could place their lives and that of their families in jeopardy." 


"We regret that Mr. Spaulding and the Government have sought to deal with the 
serious crime situation affecting the country in a purely partisan and politi- 
cal way. He has done a great disservice to the people of Jamaica by the dis- 
honest manner of his presentation." 


The PNP said the presentation was "yet another blatant example of the cowardly 
abuse of Parliament for the purpose of character assassination in matters con- 
cerning national security. The party it reaffirmed its "unqualified support 
for the security forces in their fight against crime." 


Mr. Spaulding in his presentation to Parliament on Wednesday, had said a ter- 
rorist network with PNP and communist WPJ's links, also a Cuban connection, 
was trying to disrupt the orderly development of the society, including tar- 
getting policemen to be killed as part of their destructive plan. 


Mr. Spaulding also said that Mr. Knight in a regard to a National Committee on 
Crime, had said his assistant in the PNP was Paul Burke, who the Minister said 
was one of the key figures involved in the security problems of the country. 


Dr. Trevor Munroe, General Secretary of WPJ in a statement said: "Under the 
guise of a statement on national security, Minister Spaulding has chosen to 
attack my personal integrity and to smear the Workers Party of Jamaica." 


"I challenge the Minister to repeat his charges against myself and the Workers 
Party outside of Parliament where they may be tested in court, instead of hid- 
ing behind Parliamentary privilege where neither I, nor any citizen has the 
right of reply." 


"We in the Workers Party believe that the matter of increasing crime and par- 
ticularly the senseless killing of policemen is a question requiring urgent 
national attention and ought not to be used to score partisan political points." 
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Mr. Enoch Blake, attorney-at-law, whose name was called by Minister Spaulding, 
in a statement said in part: 


"Mr. Spaulding linked my name with criminal activities on the basis that: 


(a) I leased a studio apartment on my premises to a fellow Party member 
and during the currency of the lease, a man who was said to be wanted was 
killed in that apartment by the police; and 


(b) I am a member of the leadership of the PNP which, according to Mr. 
Spaulding is ideologically linked with criminal elements. 


"T state categorically that I have no connection whatsoever with criminal ac- 
tivities directly or indirectly, neither now nor in the past." 


Mr. Blake added: "Mr. Spaulding's statement is extremely irresponsible and 
dangerous and as such he must bear full responsibility for any harm that may 
come to my family or myself as a result of his wild allegations and innuendos. 


Finally, I challenge Mr. Spaulding to repeat his allegations outside of the 
protection of Parliamentary privilege and face the consequences in a court of 
Law. 


"It is a matter of record that Mr. Spaulding knows that an action for slander 
was filed by me in the Supreme Court against (Police) Deputy Commissioner Roy 
Greene just last month regarding this same matter and Mr. Spaulding's attempt 
at character assassination must be viewed against this background." 


Paul Burke, former President of the People's National Party Youth Organization, 
and described by Minister Spaulding as a WPJ activist, in his statement yester- 
day, in part said: "The Minister of National Security in a speech to Parlia- 
ment today, Wednesday 12 December, made a series of unfounded, inaccurate and 
dangerous allegations concerning me. Mr. Spaulding is a liar.” 


"Tt is extremely unfortunate that Mr. Spaulding should use the tragic deaths 
of policemen, a matter which all well-thinking persons condemn, to score cheap 
vulgar political points." 


"Tl categorically deny any association or involvement with criminal activity of 
any sort...I challenge the Minister to repeat outside of Parliament where he 
is not protected by privilege and can be sued." 


Special PNP Forum 
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[Text ] The People’s National Party is continuing its Emergency Session of “The People’s Forum” has 
study of the allegations made by Mr. Spaulding in been summoned for the Hotel Oceana in Kingston 
Parliament last Wednesday about current criminal next week Wednesday (December 19) at 4 p.m. to 

activities and his attempt to implicate the Party. which the public is invited. 


In a statement yesterday, PNP General nt wg The Party’s Spokesman on National Secunty, 
Paul Robertson repeated the Party rejection O' wr KD. Knight will present the Party’s response. 


these charges and states categorically that they were ) 
politically motivated. Mr. Cas! <per f Q.C., Chairman of the 


In order to present its response to the public, an “Pevple’s Forum” will preside. 
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Threat of Witness Intimidation 
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[Editorial] 


{Text ] 


Perhaps the most alarming rev- 

elation by the Minister of 

Justice and National Secunty in 

his comprehensive statement to 

the House on Wednesday, De- 

cember 12, was that the system 

of justice was being manipu- 

lated in favour of the criminal 

classes. This confirmed the 

view we have expressed repeat- 

edly that justice cannot be said 

to be dispensed when those 

accused of criminal acts escape 

judgement through the absence 

of witnesses, who were either 
killed, or failed to tui up 

because of intimidation. It was 
shocking to learn too that the 

driver of a political leader was 
bailed 21 times, and eventually 

absconded without being tned 

for a gun offence. . 

_ . Also most disturbing was 
the evidence adduced by the 
Minister of the existence of 
what is in effect a School of 
Terror with training from 
expert criminals, and that a 
certain terrorist gang is system- 
atically —- policemen.. To 
associate with any of. these 
terrorists may not be a crime in 
itself indictable in a court of 
law, but must certainly raise 
questions in the public mind 
about the purpose of such as- 
sociation. 


For weeks we and others 
had been calling on the Min- 
ister to tell the country what 
were the links between politics 
and crime, which he had been 
alleging. Mr. Spaulding set out 
to do this on Wednesday, De- 
cember 12 and appeared to 
have established a more than 
reasonable basis for his allega- 
tion. Mr. Spaulding may of 
course be cniticised for calling 
the names of two politicians 
who have not been accused of 
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criminal acts in a court of law; 
and he has been strongly cnit- 
icised by two of the political 
oc though there has not 

n any objection to his 
calling the names of criminals 
who were convicted, or who 
were killed, or who went free 
because of the failure of wit- 
nesses to give evidence. 

He has submitted that it is 
because witnesses are afraid to 
go to court and thus become 
targets for the assassin’s buliets, 
why it has not been possible to 
bring some whom the police 
suspect to be linked with crimi- 


-nal acts before the courts. This 


is a disturbing state of affairs, 
especially for a Minister of 
Justice and National Security to 
admit, thus pointing to a weak- 
ness by the State to provide 
protection effectively for 
would-be witnesses. 

This real fear has to be 
balanced against the right of 
every citizen to be presumed 
innocent until a convincing 
case has been made against him 
or her in a court af ton, and 
that accordingly Parliament 
should not be misused in con- 
demning by allegations. Mr. 
Spaulding has added another 
element to be considered — 
that it is in the national interest 
to alert the country to the 
existence of criminal conspira- 
cies and the links to politics 
where these appear to exist. 
For unless the matter is 
brought through Parliament to 
the Court of public opinion, 
and public co-operation thus 
sought, crime will overwhelm 
the society. 


It is true, as he said, that 
Parliament was used to call 
names of politicians in 1976, 











and that some politicians 
whose names were called were 
detained without trial, some 
for eleven months. But that 
precedent was so horrible, that 
to follow it in all its aspects 
would be too terrible to con- 
template. Now that Mr. 
5 eager has given some of 
the evidence he has on which 


he has based his frequent. 


statements alleging criminal 
subversive intent, it is for the 
Police to follow up, and for 
the public to persuade those 
with evidence to be prepared 
to go into court. For the guilty 
must not be allowed to remain 
free because of this weakness 
in the system, neither should 
the innocent be branded guilty 
because of tht deficiency. 


WPJ Charge 





It is a grave threat to our 
society when intimidation can 
become a principal element 
determining the direction of 
Justice. It 1s by public co-oper- 
ation and effective security for 
witnesses that this trend can be 
stopped. 

We are glad that our propo- 
sal of a National Advisory 
Council on crime has been 
accepted. We should lixe to 
hear thar it wil! include sep- 
resentatives of the JLP and the 
PNP and the Private Sector 
Organisation of Jamaica. Such 
a broadly based council could 
be the first instrument on the 
way to recovery from the grave 
threat posed by the criminal 
overlords and underlings. 
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[Text ] 


Dr.-Trevor Munroe, 
Gefiigal Secretary of 
the Workers Party of 
Jamaica has alleged 
that there is a plan 
afoot to’ change exist- 
ing laws to introduce 
anti-terrorist _legis- 
lation which will al- 
low.,the Government 
to lock up people on 
the hasis of suspicion. 


Dr. Munroe who was 
addressing the Party’s 
Third Congress at the 
National Arena _ yester- 
day, said that the reason 
the Goverment was 
“kicking up a campaign 
against cnme” was to 
gain support for changes 
in the law and to dis- 
tract the people from 
the effects of the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 
agreement. 

He was commenting 
on the allegations of his 
party’s links to criminal 
activity made by the 


Hon. Winston Spauld- 
ing, Minister of Nation- 
al Security, in a 
statement in Parliament 
on Wednesday. He den- 
ied the allegations, stat- 
ing that the Minister was 
attacking the party un- 
der the disguise of pre- 
senting a_ national 
statement on cnme. 

Dr. Munroe said it 
was not a_ national 
statement on cnme as 
there was no mention of 
Tivoli Gardens. the 
death of the Lue family, 
the killings in Rema and 
the barrels of guns that 
came in at the Norman 
Manley Airport . and 
New Port West. 

“We charge the Min- 
ister with not making a 
statement on cnme but 
playing politics, using 
partisan politics to at- 
tack the 'party and me 
personally”, he said. 

In outlining the par- 
ty’s position on cnme, 
Dr. Munroe said they 














denounced the senseless 
killing of the police be- and Mr. Seaga to he 

cause of the suffering it the words of Sir Alexan- 
caused. In addition it der Bustamante that 
was denounced “because “those who possess 
it gives Mr. Spaulding force should be careful 
and Mr. Seaga the ex- how they use it”. Dr. 
cuse to tell the people Munroe was quoting 
that there is a big con- from a statement made 
spiracy, to fnghten the by Sir Alexander in the 
people” He said the Gleaner of Apni 15. 
Government was trying 1935. 
to build up a scare to The Party Leader said 
frighten the “ordinary said the party was totally 
people to give support against the police abuse 
to a particular devel- of their powers and that 
opment that is going to it co-operated with the 


ing pn Mr.’ Spauldi 
ed 





be serious”. 

Dr. Munroe _ said 
there was a plan to 
change existing laws to 

in anti-terronst 
fegislation that would 
alow the Government 
to lock up people on the 
grounds of suspicion. 
He said this law had 
been introduced in 
South Africa and “we 
the people of Jamaica 
are not going to put up 
with any South African 
legislation”. He said he 
was calling on the peo- 


reasonable and just re- 
quests of the police. 

He pointed out shat 
when citizens = com- 
plained to the party 
about problems with the 
police, the party 
checked the facts. Dr. 
Munroe said they mobi- 
lised the people not to 
break the law but to 
protest through the 
courts. They ~ brought 
the cases to court so 
justice could be done, 
he said, adding that Mr. 
Spaulding should tell the 


ak ter for oe ace people what the party 
legislation was doing about police 
6 r brutality. 


He said he was call- 


Call for Crime Commission 
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[Text ] 


A proposal for the 
establishment of a Na- 
tional Commission of 
Enquiry on Crime was 
made yesterday by the 
People’s National Party 
spokesman on National 
Security, Mr. K.D- 
Knight. 


He has also de- 
manded the immediate 
dismissal or resignation 
of the Minister of Na- 
tional Security, whom he 
said the PNP accused of 
“deliberate musrepresen- 
tation and dangerous 
manipulation of tacts.” 
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Mr. Knight who was 
speaking at a special ses- 
sion of the PNP’s forum 
at the Oceana Hotel, 
which was called to re- 
spond ro the Minister of 
National Security, the 
Hon. Winston Spauld- 
ing’s qtatement to Parlia- 
ment on crime last 
week, said that the 
Commission should have 
as its terms of reference: 


@To investigate 
whether there is any po- 
tential source internally 
or externally, instigating 
or otherwise supporting 





any criminal activities in 
Jamaica. 


— @To investigate 
whether there has been 
or remains any direct or 
indirect’ political influ- 
ences which are attect- 
ing the proper perfor- 
mance of the security 
forces in carrying out 
their legitimate duties. 


@To examine wheth- 
er there is any real evi- 
dence of the presence of 
organised crime operat- 
ing in Jamaica, to deter- 
mine its extent and trace 
any connection it may 
have. 


@To examine the al- 
legations of police ex- 
cesses in their Opera- 
tions. 


@To investigate 
whether the police as a 


force is the target of 


organised criminal el- 
ements. 


@To investigate 


whether public com- 
plaints against the Con- 
stabulary Force are 
properly, fairly and ad- 
equately dealt with. 


@To determine 
whether the police is 
adequately equipped. 


@To assess the rea- 
sons for poor 
relationship between the 
public and the police, 
especially ‘in depressed 
urban areas, and to rec- 
ommend programmes 
which can improve its 
relationship and create a 


better understanding be- 
tween both parties. 

Mr. Knight said that 
Mr. Spaulding’s motive 
was to divert public at- 
tention from harsh eco- 
nomic problems being 
wreaked on the people 
by policies which were 
ill-conceived. 


He said that if Mr. 
Spaulding was really se- 
rious about the level of 
cime and in doing 
something positive 
about it he would accept 
the PNP's suggestion of 
a Commission. 


He charged that Ti- 
voli Gardens was the 
root of gun crimes in 
modem day Jamaica and 
the secunty forces were 
not unaware of this. 


“The PNP accuses 
Mr. Spaulding of delib- 
erate misrepresentation 
and dangerous manipu- 
lation of the facts and 
demand his immediate 
dismissal or resignation,” 
Mr. Knight said, as he 
indicated moves made 
by the PNP Government 
in the "70s to equip the 
Police F° :ce.- 


“Today the Police 
Force is under-equipped 
with no sign of the Gov- 
ernment doing anything 
to alleviate this danger- 
ous and alarming situa- 
tion. Seven hundred ve- 
hicles te idle for the 
want of spare parts. 
Some up to very recently 
had no batteries or oil 
so could not run.” 


Mr. Knight said that the three members of the PNP named by Mr. Spaulding would 
be defending their integrity; Messers Paul Burke and Enoch Blake, he said, had 
instituted legal proceedings erising out of Mr. Spaulding's comments on Public 
Eye on Thursday last. No action had been filed in respect of Larry Robertson 
because the Minister did not repeat his charges outside of Parliament, Mr. 
Knight said. 
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Also speaking at the forum were the President of the PNP, Mr. Micheal Manley, 
and forum chairman, Mr. Carl Ractray. 





Arms Confiscation 
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[Text] 


CSO: 


More than 2,700 firearms have 
been recovered by the security 
forces since 1977, Chairman of 
the Police Federation, Set. Ricar- 
do Buchanan, said yesterday. 


He was speaking at the half- 
yearly joint central conference of 
the Federation which opened at 
the Government Conference 
Centre, Kingston, and continues 


‘oday. 


Sgt. Buchanan said that ‘in 
1977-80, the secunty forces recov- 
ered 1,493 firearms; between 1981 
and June 1984, a total of 1,027, 
and latest figures since then up to 
December 17 indicated 200 more 
had been recovered. 


He said statistics showed that be- 
rween 1977 and June 1984, 767 of the 


guns recovered were stolen from li- 
censed holders while 1,784 were ille- 
gal ones. 

A breakdown showed that 104 
licensed shotguns were recovered and 
403 unlicensed ones recovered. Of the 


unlicensed ones, 204 were home- 
made and 199 ‘genuine hand-made.’ 


Some 568 licensed revolvers were 
recovered while 890 unlicensed ones 
were seized. This included 22 home- 
made and 24 Magnums. 


Sgt. Buchanan continued: “Pistols, 


3298/270 
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there were 92 licensed and 238 unli- 
censed. Of the 238, there was one .45 
and two home-made. In the area of 
rifles, the security forces have recov- 
ered two licensed nifles, one of which 
is an M-16; they have recovered 181 
unlicensed rifles, 121 M-16s, six car- 
bines, one M-1, rwo M-10, three M- 
14, four: Mims, fourteen .122, one 
licensed SMG, 32 unlicensed SMGs.” 


~ Sgt. Buchanan further revealed: “I 
have not long received the figures to 
cover the period June 1 to December 
17, 1984. The figures for this period 
reveal that an additional 200 illegally- 
held firearms were recovered by the 
security forces bringing the total for 
1984 alone to 329. 


The figures indicate that of the 
200 found there were 38 shotguns, 
including 25 home-made; 133 revolv- 
ers, including 133 3.357 and 3.44 
Magnums; 24 pistols, including three 
ASs and one home-made; ten nifles, 
including five M-16s; seven M-I4s 
and one 7.62; seven SMGs, including 
four 30.06 calibre.” 


Sgt. Buchanan said that having 
examined these statistics it must be 
clear to everybody the challenges and 
anxieties the police passed through 
night and day. 


He called on Government to im- 
mediately meet with. the Federation’s 
executive to discuss the payment of 
premiums for a $100,000 insurance 
plan for all members of the Force 
killed or injured in the line of duty. 








DEVELOPMENTS IN FOREIGN TRADE SECTOR REPORTED 


Kingston T 


[Excerpt] 


~ > , 7c. _) "? 
JPRS-LAM-b5-ULsZ 


2 February 1985 


Aid for Small Businesses 


The Small Business 
Sector is to receive assis- 
tance from the Jamaica 
Exporters Association in 
co-ordinating its export 
effors ai@i already, the 
Traders Committee has 
been established to 
monitor this. 

This was disclosed by 
Mr. Claude Clarke, Pres- 
ident of the Jamaica Ex- 
porters Association at 
the Small Businesses De- 
velopment Centre and 
the Small Businesses As- 


sociation of Jamaica 


awards banque’ held at 
The Courtleigh on Sat- 


‘urday night. 


Mr. Clarke who 
commended the Asso- 
ciation on its achieve- 
ments and the steps 
being taken to improve 
its performance, said the 
small business sector 
was important to the 
country. “Small busi- 
nesses must be a nec- 
essary part of national 
development strategy. 
Small business is key to 
the development of any 
society but the contribu- 
tion can only be as good 
as the support systems 
that are in place to en- 
sure this”, he said. 

The sector, he said, 
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should be given support 
and his Association be- 
lieved that the sector 
had the potential to 
bring about a significant 
increase in exports. “We 
believe it is about time 
that we tap this poten- 
tial for growth and ex- 
port”, Mr. Clarke said, 


_ adding that in the Jamai- 


ca Manufacturers’ Asso- 


ciation a special 


committee, the Traders 


‘ Committee, had been 
established to co-ordi- 


nate the export activities 
of the small businesses 
and to channel the prod- 
ucts in export markets 
either to CARICOM or 
to third country mar- 
kets. 

Mr. Clarke said that 
the JEA wanted to de- 
velop a dynamic export 
programme for the small 
businesses and “we be- 
lieve that through our 
joint efforts, the JEA 
can provide the sector 
with valuable informa- 
tion”. 

Mr. Granville Dick- 
son, Executive Director 
of the Small Businesses 
Development Centre 
said the sector had a 


very serious challenge 


facing it in 1985 and 


JAMAICA 











+ cam: tee: choalioune 
at was the chanenge ral adjustment. 


of survival. He said they Me salen nosed that 

1 good manage- there ‘was a challenve of 
ment and st pport serv: social stabrlity There 
ces. He pointed out that was tension in the ‘ 
the sector had a role to ty and in that atmo 
play in export devel- sphere the sector should 
opment and that it had provide a source of 

adapt to the structu strength, he said 


Forward Exchange Market 
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[Text] THE FORWARD EXCHANGE Market, which has been anticipated since the for- 
eign exchange auction system was modified last month, will come into effect 
tomorrow, the Bank of Jamaica announced yesterday. 


According to the BOJ, the forward market will greatly facilitate the use of 
external trade credits by importers. 


Proceeds from certain exports and services will not be eligible tor the 
forward exchange market, however. These are bauxite/alumina, sugar, bananas, 
exports marketed by commodity boards, that is, coffee, cocoa, citrus and 
pimento, tourism receipts and that portion of non-traditional exports which is 
by contract to be surrendered to the Export Development Fund. 


A BOJ release stated as follows: 


"Effective 29th November, 1984, the foreign exchange auction system was modi- 
fied to allow the J$ to float freely. The free floating system provides the 
opportunity for the development of a forward market in foreign exchange. 

While a forward exchange market was introduced in May, 1984, its development 
was inhibited by the existence of the band system within which the exchange 
rate was determined. Following discussions with the commercial banks, the 
forward market guidelines have been revised to reflect changes in the exchange 
rate system and the modified forward market will come into effect on Monday, 


10th December, 1984. 


The forward exchange market will greatly facilitate the user of external trade 
credits by importers since they will be able to cover the risk of exchange 
rate fluctuations through this market. 


This will give importers a greater degree of certainty regarding the exchange 
rate at which they will pay when credits mature and thereby provide a better 
basis for pricing of their products. Similarly, exporters will also be able 
to protect themselves against possible fluctuations in the exchange rate by 
selling foward their export proceeds. 

It is expected that the modified exchange rate system including the develop- 
ment of a forward market will encourage increased usage of external trade 
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credits. To further encourage the use of such credits, the Bank of Jamaica 
has recently developed external lines of credit including credits guaranteed 
by the U.S. Export-Import Bank to be available shortly through the commercial 
banks. The greater availability and vsage of such lines of credit will enable 
commercial banks to gradually phase out the current practice of requiring im- 
porters to secure foreign currency prior to the establishment of letters of 
credit. However, commercial banks which establish letters of credit on behalf 
of their customers will be able to covet their position in the foreign ex- 
change auction within the agreed limits of the forward market. 


[he forward exchange rates will be determined by each commercial bank daily. 
The U.S. dollar forward rate will be displayed in the banking hall of each 
commercial bank; other forward rates will be determined with reference to U.S. 
dollar rate. 


Delivery of foreign exchange under forward contracts will be subject to ob- 
servance of the exchange and trade regulations in effect on the date of the 
contract. This will require presentation of the appropriate commercial docu- 
ments in the case of imports and approved Forms F.E. in the case of services. 
The arrangements will also require that exporters and commercial banks ensure 
that the delivery date in the contract does not extend beyond the date that 
the exporter is required by law to surrender his export proceeds. 


Proceeds from the following exports and services will not be eligible for the 
forward exchange market--bauxite/alumina, sugar, bananas, exports marketed by 
commodity boards, that is, coffee, cocoa, citrus and pimento, tourism receipts 
an that portion of non-traditional exports which is by contract to be surren- 
dered to the Export Development Fund. 


The Bank of Jamaica reserves the right to conduct operations in the forward 
exchange market in order to encourage its development." 


Exports to U.S. 
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[Excerpt] Jamaican exports to the United few years, and said this -would be 
States for the first nine months of helped with the formation of the 
this year totalled US$51.3 million, an export/import association in both 

‘acrease of US$19.9 million over the couniries, headed by Mr. Izzy Hop- 
same period in 1983. penfeldt in New York and in Jamaica 


This increase was achieved “while by Mr. Robert Gore. 


barely scratching the surface of the Looking at the island’s trade with 
potential of the Caribbean Basin Canada, Mr. Shearer said that while 
Initiative,” said Deputy Pnme Min- he did not wish to see any decrease 
ister and Minister of Foreign Trade in the absolute importance of ex- 
and Foreign Affairs, the Rt. Hon. ports of bauxite and alumina to that 
Hugh Shearer as he addressed the country, he hoped for a “massive 
15th anniversary luncheon of the increase in the relative importance of 
Jamaica National Export Corpora- our non-traditional exports.” Ninety 
tion at the Pegasus Hotel on Wed- per cent of exports to Canada consist 
nesday. of bauxite and alumina. 

He anticipated that this growth Mr. Shearer commended those 


would be maintained over the next Jamaican manufacturers and export- 
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[Text ] 








ers who were trying to break into the 
Canadian market with the exports of 
fresh fruits and other products. This, 
he said, had been made possible with 
the formation of import/export as- 
sociations under the Chairmanship of 
Mr. Bill Branson in Canada and Mr. 
Richard Morgan in Jamaica, He said 
she expected an aggressive and struc- 
tured approach to the expansion of 


trade with Canada. 


“We must not neglect the oppor- 
tunities offered by the burgeoning 
economies of the Far East and 
Southeast Asia and we must actively 
exploit the potential offered by our 
non-Caricom neighbours,” Mr. 


Shearer said. 


More on U.S. Market 
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Jamaica’s trade with the United States has been 
increasing this year. The record of exports from this 
country to the U.S. in 1984 show that the value of 
exports to the U.S. market (including Puerto Rico 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands) was U.S.$271.9 million 


for the period January to September. 


Non-traditional exports — which exclude bauxite, alumina, sugar 
and bananas — increased during the same period to $51.3 million, 
= by U.S. $19.6-million over the 1983 figure. 


the various categories, the most 
significant increase occurred ‘tn the 
case of.garnrents, exports of which 
were US.$15.6 million, an increase of 
US. $10.5 million over last year. 

These figures were given by the 
Deputy..Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, 
the Re: Hon. Hugh Shearer, in a 
funcheon speech to the Association of 
American Importers of Jamaican 
Products, in New York yesterday. 

Food remained the largest single 
product group, at U.S.$18.7 million 
— again an improvement over 1983. 

Another significant group, bever- 
ages and tobacco, achieved a 16.7 
percent increase over last year, nsing 
r0 U.S,$11.2 million. 

Mr. ‘Shearer noted, in this context, 
that US. i 
recorded in the first seven months of 
this yeas, an incréase to 164,000 gal- 


fons, a wth which Mr. Shearer 
y aan “very encouraging and an | 
achievernent for which Desnoes & | 


Geddes Ltd. (brewers and exporters 
of ‘Red Stripe” beer) were to be 
congratulated. 


rts of Jamaican beer | 


Looking to the future, Mr. Shearer 
said thas probably the most significant 
development which has taken place 


_ this yeat was the establishment of the 


Certificate of Jamaica Origin for gar- 
ments and textiles. 

“The need for Jamaica to develop 
such a system was underlined when 
the Department of the Treasury pub- 
fished its own Rules of Origin regula- 
sions back in August,” he said. 

“We are confident that U.S. Cus- 
toms ‘will accept that the system 
constitutes an effective barrier against 
those pirate operators who would 
seek to use Jamaica as a means of 
getting additional —o of gar- 
ments into the U.S.A. from quota- 
limited countries, and other producers 
who breach the guide-lines for the 
preferential market. 7” 

“The procedures for our Ongin 
Certificates are a concrete expression 
of my Government's determination to 
stamp out this trade, which does no 
good to Jamaica or its garment indus- 
try. . ‘ - 
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“We see the system as an essential 
pre-reqhisite for orderly growth in 
saa exports, of garments from 

amaica. : 

For the future, Mr. Shearer said 
Jamaica-would be exporting more of 
its non-traditional products into the 
U.S. market next year. 

In the field of fresh foods and 
floriculture, imports in‘ the area on 
U.S.$5-million were projected. 

Allspice and ginger are expected to 
earn U.S.$1.5 million, due mainly to a 
Promotional programme being carried 
out by the prey Export Tradi 
Company and the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture to make the American consumer 
more aware of Jamaican spices. 

With respect to ginger, a pro- 


> gramme of expansion in its produc- 


tion was underway and production 
was expected to be increased by 189 
short toa@mes next year and by 607 
short 80 5 Log 

Processe exports are 
jected at U.S.$3 million ws 

Coffee and cocoa products at 
US.$3.2 million. 

Cigars at U.S.$10 million. 

Beverages — both alcoholic and 


‘non-alcoholic at U.S.¢20-million. 


_ Garments should cchieve sales in 

excess of U.S.$31-million. 

Total projected orders, therefore, 
stood at present at U.S.$83-million. 

Mr. Shearer said jamaica could 
“treble or quadruple” the value and 
volume of its exports to the US., with 
great benefit to the Jamaican econ- 
omy and to the well-being of the 
Jamaican people, “without it having a 
perceptible impact on your overall 
market.” 

Citing two examples — garments 
and rum — he noted that in 1983 
Jamaican exports of garments to the 


US. was less than .13 percent of total 
US. imports in this category. 

In the case of rum, Jamaican ex- 
ports last ‘pon were approximately 7.7 
percent of total U.S. imports. 

In other sectors such as processed 
foods, furniture and foorwear, Jamai- 
ca had the competitive capacity to 
expand its exports substantially, “wi- 
thout doing any damage to your 


- domestic industries.” 


“By no stretch of the imagination 


‘could our export production be 


termed disruptive in the context of 
the size of your market,” he told the . 
group. 

“Expansion of these export per- 
‘centages would mean for us economic 
‘development and increased employ- 
ment opportunities, while you would 
benefit from our- increased ability to 
purchase your goods and services.” 

Mr. Shearer invited members of 
the Association to come to Jamaica in 
a group to meet the producers and 
exporters of the products which they 
imported. He proposed a joint 3 . 
_ter/exporter seminar to this end, 10 
take place in Kingston in March or 
April next year. 

“The development of our trade 
with the U.S.A. is of crucial signifi- 
cance to the success of my Govern- 
ment’s programme for the structural 
adjustment of the Jamaican rome | 
and, therefore, to the future well- 
being of all our people,” he said. 

“This being so, it is inevitable chat 
; we as a Government would be deeply 
interested in what our exporters are 
doing, and actively concerned to do 
what we can, to ensure that the 
conditions under which they operate 
in this great market are the very best 
obtainable,” he said. 


Rise in Exports to Puerto Rico 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 21 Dec 84 p 34 


[Text ] 


Exports by the man- 
ufacturing sector to 
Puerto Rico between 
January and October 
this year totalled 
US$700,000 which was 
three times what the sec- 
tor exported for 1983. 


This was stated by 





the president of the Ja- 
maica Manufacturing 
Association, Mr. R. An- 
thony Williams as he 
reviewed the  perfor- 


mance of the sector in 
1984, at that organiza- 
tion’s final board meet- 
ing on Wednesday. 
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He said that the sec- 
tor expericnced mixed 
fortunes during the year 
but added that next year 
will be a good yea: for 
the sector. 

He said that during 
the year the JMA has 
undertaken several over- 
seas missions, the most 
successful of which was 
the Metal Products mis- 
sion to Puerto Rico in 
June and November. 
The JMA’s thrust in the 
Puerto Rican market, he 
said, had begun to show 
results and this was re- 
flected in the export fig- 
ures for that country 
which is expected to 
total over $700,000 at 

‘ the end of October. 
| Non-traditional — ex- 
| ports to hard currency 
markers increased from 
US$8.6 million to 
- -US$21.6 million. This 
increase however was 
' not enough to offset the 
decrease of exports to 
| CARICOM, Mr. Wil- 
_ liams said. 


Expons to CARI- 
COM countries fell by 
30.2. per cent from 
USS65.6 million at the 
end of October 1983 to 
USS$45.7 million for the 
same period in 1984. 

According to Mr. 
Williams, the decline in 
trade within CARICOM 
was due mainly to the 
protectionist measures 
instituted in the major 
territories, especially 
Trinidad. 

Turning to imports, 
Mr. Williams said that 
imports of raw materials 
by the sector, for Jan- 
uary to September was 
US$214 million which 
was slightly below the 
raw material imports for 
the same period in 1983. 
He said that according 
to the latest survey con- 
ducted by the JMMA for 
the period ending Sep- 
tember 30, capacity utili- 
sation was 51 per cent 
compared with 49 per 
cent for the same period 
in 1983. 
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PLANNING INSTITUTE REPORTS NEGATIVE GROWTH FOR FY 1984-85 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 12 Dec 84 pp 1, 3 


[Text] Strong performance by the Jamaican economy in the first two quarters 
of fiscal year 1984/85 was reported in the Quarterly Economic Report tabled in 
Parliament yesterday. But continued sluggish growth in production points to 
negative growth in Gross Domestic Product for the fiscal year. 


The report prepared by the Palnning Institute of Jamaica gave this overview: 


"Results for the second quarter of the fiscal year 1984/85 indicate that the 
planned improvement in Jamaica's external accounts (the balance of payments) 
and the fiscal budget deficit--the centrepiece of the structural adjustment 
and the finacial programmes--was achieved due to strong performance in both 
quarters. The rate of inflation slowed during the second quarter. However, 
the sluggish growth in production continued from the first quarter into the 
second as the economy adjusted to the policies implemented to improve its 
competitive position and diversify its export base. Hence the GDP growth for 
the fiscal year is expected to be negative." 


And yesterday Dr. Headley Brown, Director General of the Institute, told a 
meeting of its Board of Directors: 


"The Jamaican economy has registered positive performance in terms of direc- 
tional shifts towards external and internal balance." 


According to a release from the Institute, Mr. Brown told the meeting that 
there has been a switch in the relative size of external saving to domestic 
saving in the funding of local investment. While both were growing in nominal 
terms, domestic saving was growing faster and now approaching a level which 
would permit self-sustaining growth in the long-term. 


Dr. Brown said that a faster rate of economic growth, however, would require 
increased foreign inflows, or increased productivity. 


The fiscal restraint exercised by the Government, he said, would makeroom in 
the Jamaican economy for more productive investments. Therefore more re- 
sources would become available for public and private investment in future 


years. 

















"Tt is from this enhanced position," he said, "that next year's performance is 
being projected at upwards of 2 percent.” 


The Board of Directors was also told that these structural shifts have been 
uneven across, and sometimes within, sectors. In manufacturing and export 
agriculture, for example, the length of the adjustment period has been one of 
the explaining factors for the decline in production. On the other hand, ol 
export manufacturing textiles and garments together with several Jamaican 
service sectors have registered notable increases, particularly those associ- 
ated with tourism, food and beverage, and transportation services. 


Tourism growth had been strong despite a weak January-March 1984 showing. 
Income from tourism was projected at some 18% ahead of the corresponding 1983 
period, and visitor arrivals were up by ll percent. 


Dr. Brown said that electricity production declined some 3 percent over the 
July-September quarter. Electricity usage, however, by large industrial and 
commercial establishments increased some 4 percent, which suggested more 
activity in certain enterprises. 


He said also that the trend toward net outflow of private capital from Jamaica 
was changing. "There has been continuing improvement, from a large outflow to 
a positive inflow," Dr. Brown said, "to the extent of US$25 million over July 
to September this year." THis demonstrated, he said, confidence in the Jamai- 
can economy from the private sector--local or foreign. 


The reduction in the import/GDP ratio seen since 1983, he said, was continu- 
ing. There was more local value-added per unit of output overall. This was 
influenced by, among other things, the strong growth in domestic agriculture 
which has a low import content. 


Credit expansion and money supply growth were minimal and well within IMF 
targets. Cash and checking accounts together declined by 5% below the average 
level for the corresponding quarter last year, while deposits grew by only 
0.2%. Credit expansion, he said, was equally marginal. 


Prices as measured by the Consumer Price Index, registered an increase of 
19.5% for the half-year ending September 1984. This was largely caused, Dr. 
Brown said, by devaluations of the Jamaican dollar. For the quarter ending 
September, the overall price index was 6.5% ahead of the June level. He said 
this showed a lowering of the inflationary process. 


Interest rates moved higher, mainly reflecting higher reserve requirements of 
the Central Bank. 


Dr. Brown also said that the trends indicate that there will be a contraction 
in private consumption of between 4% and 10% for the fiscal year 1984. This 
was yet another directional shift, he said, which is part of the deliberate 
policy "to increase investment and live within our means." 


CSO: 3298/272 123 








JPRS-LAM-85-012 
8 February 1985 


JAMAICA 


STONE EYES GRENADA VOTE, WARNS OF DEPENDENCE ON U.S. 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 12 Dec 84 p 10 


[Article by Carl Stone] 


[Text] 


THE resounding victory of the centrist NNP 
coalition in the recent elections in Grenada 
represents an important milestone in the 


return of that country to parliamentary de- 


mocracy. . 


Most press reports have been emphasising 
the huge seat majority won by the victorious 
party, thus focussing on the devastating defeat 
suffered by Gairy’s G.U.L.P. and the minor 


parties. 


_ But the results show that the victorious NNP 
earned some 58.6 per cent of the popular vote 


which is about equivalent to the popular vote | 


margin won by the JLP here in 1980. The G.U.L.P 
polled 35.8 per cent coming second and the 
MBPM 4.9 per cent. A substantial number of 
Grenadians did not vote for the winning party and 
the popular vote majority is of a level that could be 
wiped out in a few years if the new government 
fails to measure up to the expectations of the 
Grenadian people. 

The socialist regime in Grenada under the late 
Maurice Bishop had earned a lucrative marketing 
contract to export 500 tons of nutmeg to Moscow 
annually (see South, December 1984, p. 94). That 
contract has been aborted following the invasion 
and the counter-revolution. A depressed world 
market for nutmeg and an already over-supplied 
U.S. market have meant gloomy prospects for the 
Grenadian economy and the country’s 7,500 nut- 
meg growers. : 

Whether the U.S. growers will buy up the 


‘nutmeg in much the same way that country bought 


up Jamaican bauxite (which it did not need) to help 
out Mr. Seaga, remains to be seen. In any event, if 
the U.S. fails to pump large sums of economic aid 
to Grenada and if some trend towards economic 
buoyancy do not replace the present economic 
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slump there, the NNP governing coalition is not 
going to have an easy passage in their effort to 
govern that country. 


Political support to help a party get elected 1s 
one thing. But will the economic supports be 
forthcoming when the economic problems begin to 
multiply? 


Costs involved 


To be sure, | am very ambivalent about recent 
developments in Grenada. | supported the invasion 
as the lesser of two evils. Faced with the choice 
berween an unpopular posse of ideological butch- 
ers intent on holding power at gunpoint and the 
prospect of the people being liberated by an 
invading force, | will always support the latter, 


provided the objective is to restore the people’s 


choice over who should govern. I supperted Tanza- 


‘nia going into Uganda for much the same reason 


_ that | supported the invasion of Grenada. 


But there were costs involved. Those costs are 
now sharply posed by the events leading up to the 
recent elections there. 


The winning party coalition has been sponsored 
by Washington and external interests involved in 
the invasion played a key role in pressuring the 


_Grenadian political leaders into forming this coali- 


tion party. Now their intentions may be good (e.g. 
securing a stable reformist governing party) but the 
implications of that sponsorship are quite far 


reaching. 


Once we begin to establish a precedent in which 
U.S. and big country interests in the region sponsor 
parties and leaders in the smaller Caribbean territo- 
ries, we have begun on the road to creating client 


' states, manipulated governments, external meddling 


and foreign control of policy makers that could 
dangerously remove any vestiges of real sovereignty 
that exist in these territories. 








| Remote control 

© Once that kind of external interference in 
influencing who governs becomes the norm in the 
region, our own political system here could well 
‘become a casualty of this type of remote control 
politics. 

Sooner or later. policy makers in Washington 
and technocrats at the State Department's Caribbe- 
an desk may be telling political parties which 
leaders should be leading: them and bribing voters 
to support favoured parties and leaders. 

Inequality in political power invariably creates 
‘problems for those who lack power. Many fears 
the imbalance of military capability caused by 
Cuban sponsorship of militarism in Grenada. 


Equally serious fears ought to now exist about how 


much weight of influence the Americans can now 
exercise in the region after Grenada, and how 
much we can all be manipulated by U.S. hegemony 
to serve purposes and causes from which we have 
nothing to gain. 


if the U.S. track record of clumsy interference 
and sheer arrogance in South and Central America 
is any guide as to what to expect, we would all do 
well to be on our guaid alter the cheers and the 
jubilation over the return to parliamentary democ- 
racy in Grenada have subsided. 


Dangerous trend 


Too .nuch dependence on the U.S. is a danger- 

‘ ous trend. U.S. foreign policy and foreign economic 
‘policics are extremely unstable as they meander in 
‘diverse directions following the predilections and 
impulses of different presidents. Nor ts the U.S. a 
reliable aliy. Where U.S. interests are no longer 
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served by a close supportive connection with any 
Third World country, the U.S. will disengage and 
withdraw that support whenever it 1s opportune to 
do so. | 


Caribbean states would be well advised to 
maintain diverse political and economic tes with 
industrialised countries rather than allow them- 
selves to become captive pawns of Washington. 


By all means secure any economic and trade 
benefits the U.S. has to offer. And bargain hard tor 
international aid and critical support on matters of 
regional concern. But we should be constantly on 
guard against paying too high a price for what we 
get and must insist on preserving our independence 
‘of action no matter how big, attractive and gener- 
,ous the inflow of benéfits seem to be. 


Our sovereignty must never be bartered. 


Grenada worries me as it could well become the 
prototype Caribbean country where sovereignty 1s 
bartered and Washington governs by remote con- 
trol. 


_ A US. sponsored elected party government is 
probably less undesirable than government by 
marxist “butchers” propped up by Cuban arms and 
military support. | 

But the cost of U.S. sponsorship could well 
increase in the future and the U.S. policy design 
might well be a game plan to have us surrender our 
Sovereignty. 

The butchery that took place in Grenada before 
the invasion and provided the moral basis for the 
invasion has most likely discredited marxism 1n this 


‘region for the next 20 years. Bur it would be 


mistake for any one to believe that because of this, 


: Caribbean people are now ripe and ready to barter 


their sovereignty. 
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CRACKDOWN PLANNED ON ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES IN TOURIST AREAS 


Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 16 Dec 84 p 1 





‘NEGRIL, Dec. 15 JAMPRESS) 


The Jamaican Government is going all out to 
crack down on illegal activities in resort areas, 
beginning this winter season, to ensure continued 
growth of the tourism industry. 

“This includes illegal buildings, hustling, peddlin 
of drugs and any other activities which if unheede 
will destroy the Tourism Industry built up by the 
Government over the last three years,” Prime Min- 
ister the Rt. Hon. Edward Séaga said today. 

Mr. Seaga said that everything will have to be put 
into place by this season to ensure that Jamaica’s 
. image as a good tourism destination is as high as 
possible. He was speaking at Cosmos while on a tour 

* the resort area: of Negril. ; 
: ve.. strong legislation, he said, was coming with 
very heavy p. ~7!ties to deal with offenders. 

n 


addition,: tu. ~ourtesy corps of the Jamaica. 


Tourist Board will be ued and mobilized with 
radio communication to idemu, the hustlers and 
. others who “threaten to wreck the tou... trade.” 
- “We are not going 10 allow any small hanw’:! of 
_ people to wreck an industry on which thousands a 
- people depend,” he said. 
Once and for ali this problem is going to be 

' dealt with this season,” he stressed 

Discipline is the only basis on which orderly 
development can take place, he noted. He said that 
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pmencene cannot reap the benefits of development if 


or every 1,000 persons working hard in a disciplined 
manner there are three or four who prejudice or 
destroy the gains by indisciplined behaviour. 

“| speak for the many who want a disciplined 
society, not for those minority and I intend to take 
the strongest action to enforce this,” he asserted. 

“As for the illegal buildings,” he went on, “we 
propose to take steps to impose a severe regime of 
special taxes in such cases or require the buildings to 
be demolished where feasible.” 

The Prime Minister said that his Government is 
determined to foster the tourism industry under the 
umbrella of a system where law is respected, includ- 
ing those laws dealing with the protection of the 
environment. Insistence on law and order must 
include regulations that will prevent the illegal en- 
croachment of new buildings on beachfront prop- 
erties. 

The prospect for continued growth in the industry 
is strong and is expected to be at least six per cent 
next year he said. | 

However a much more ambitious target is bein 

-t to try to reach the one million visitor mark and 1 
this «2 >ercent increase is to be at all met, to bnn 
with it mucs. o-rater Opportunities for the people an 
foreign exchange .~nings for the country, then 
everything will have to ~~ properly in place this 
season. : 














JPRS-LAM-85-012 
8 February 1985 


JAMAICA 


SEAGA'S TOURISM CLAIMS DISPUTED BY PNP MP PRINGLE 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 10 Dec 84 p 26 


[Text] Ocho Rios, St. Ann, Dec. /--Mr. Frank Pringle has contradicted the 
statement by Prime Minister Edward Seaga that tourism was on target as, he 
said, there were a number of problems in this sector which could result in a 
poor winter season for Jamaica. 


Hoteliers had good bookings for the season but they were concerned about air- 
lift capacity to bring these visitors to Jamaica. Pan Am and Air Florida have 
dropped out of the system, and all that Air Jamaica could promise so far was a 
totally inadequate number of 50,000 additional seats. Mr. Pringle accused 
those responsible for the management of the industry of not doing enough 
pre-planning. 


"There seems to be a lack of co-ordination between the Ministry of Tourism, 
the Jamaica Tourist Board, Air Jamaica and the Hotel sector of the industry," 
he said. 


Mr. Pringle who spoke on tourism, was one of the several speakers at a PNP 
Public Forum, which was held at the Americana Hotel in Ocho Rios on Thursday, 
December 6. Addressing a packed ballroom of party supporters, Mr. Pringle 
said only Montego Bay showed an across-the-board increase in August and Sep- 
tember of this year out of the six resort areas. The major reason for this, 
he said, was the growth in the number of arrivals on cruise ships. 


In 1983, there was an 11.4 per cent growth, and this year there was only a 6.2 
per cent growth. He saw the decrease of 71.8 percent in September 1984, com- 
pared with September 1983 from the United Kingdom; a decline of 45.3 percent 
from the United States; 36.8 from Canada; 20.8 percent from Germany and a mas- 
sive 85.8 per cent decline from all other countries, as alarming and worrying. 
efforts must be made, Mr. Pringle said, to encourage longer stops at craft 
marn.*s by ground transport operators and to create attractively designed 
kiosks fo. vendors off main roads as the proliferation of all-inclusive (en- 
clave tourism) ..uld make the visitor inaccessible to the vendors. This would 
have a serious effec. on the industry. 


Another problem he identified wc the high cost of food and drink in hotels, 
which discouraged foreign visitors 1.™ patronizing the dining areas. He 
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spoke briefly on the sale of Martin's Travel Service and said the People's 
National Party and other Jamaicians were anxious to know who bought the cars 
and at what prices. Other speakers at the forum included the Leader of the 
People's National Party, Mr. Michael Manley: Mr. Manley Bowen and Mr. Seymour 
Mullings. The meeting was chaired by Mr. Carl Rattray. 
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IMF APPROVES WALVER OF TECHNICAL BREACH OF ARREARS TEST 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 14 Dec 84 pp l, 3 


[Text] THE IMF HAS APPROVED the application of the Government of Jamaica for 
4 waiver under the Standby Agreement in respect of the September performance 
test in which there was a technical breach of the external arrears criterion, 
Prime Minister Edward Seaga announced yesterday. 


Jampress reported that the target for external arrears as at the end of 
September of USS$76 million was cleared with an actual performance of US$/4.6 
million. 


The Prime Minister said, "It should be ncted that while the arrears perform- 
ance was within the target of US$76 million the composition of the arrears in- 
cluded transactions which were not originally programmed and this was the 
basis of the technical breach." 


He said that it was on this basis that the I.M.F. had no difficulty in assur- 
ing him that a waiver would be obtained to cover the technical breach. 


The I.M.F. waiver on the technical breach, together with the Jamaican economy 
meeting other goals, means that the country will continue to enjoy drawing 
rights on I.M.F. loans. 


A Review Mission from the IMF visited Jamaica in November in keeping with ar- 
rangements for regular review of the programme and as a result, the IMF de- 
cided to submit both the application for the technical waiver and the review 
of the Mission to the Executive Board at the same time. 


The Prime Minister explained that allowing for the lead time of three weeks 
for circulation of papers at the IMF the Jamaican applicat-on was eventually 
heard yesterday at which approval was given by the Executive Board. 


Mr. Seaga said, "Tl have been in possession of information from as far back as 
October on the extent to which the performance of the Jamaican economy had 
satisfied the targets as of September with the exception of the one technical 
breach. 1 was further advised that there would be no problem in obtaining a 
waiver in covering that technical breach. I chose the course of not making 
the information public until l received the results of the Executive Board 
meeting, having in mind the previous experience of variations of decisions by 
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1 ‘,4 al ! 
the LMF.’ 


Jamaican economy performed well within the limits set. 


released by the Bank of Jamaica showed: 


--the net international reserve at 
against a ceiling of 


--Net Domestic Assets of the Bank of 
against a ceiling of 


--Net Domestic Bank financing 
against a ceiling of 
the Prime 
behind us, 
which ends in December." 
he 


From the examination of the data so far, 


Jamaica 





The Prime Minister said that in respect of other targets the 


Performance figures 
US$733.9 M 
USS$755.0 M 


J$3448.8 M 
J$3546.0 M 


at 


Minister said, "Now that the performance of the second quarter is 
we are currently assessing the performance of the third quarter 


said, "the outlook for meeting the 


third quarter performance test is optimistic but with very small margins to 


spare. 
, ois . } s tt 
to reduce the chances of slippage. 


The Prime Minister contined, 


We shall be keeping tight control over 


"T remind the country 


all elements of the programme 


that this year we embarked 


on a most ambitious and severe adjustment programme intended to cut in one- 
half the deficits of the fiscal budget and to improve our international re- 
serves in foreign exchange by more tha US$100 million." 


"The assessment to the end of November shows that in regard to the fiscal 


deficit we are on target as both revenue and expenditure 


are performing 


generally as predicted, despite those who said this would not be possible." 


In regard to the international reserves, 
ance of 
ceeding 
resulting 
for re-building the international reserves. 


fhe Prime Minister said, "the fact that the 
achieving its targets, does not mean we are 
is till delicately poised and will continue 
complete the adjustment programmed for this 


The programme of adjustments, the Prime Minister said, 


fiscal year has one more quarter to run. 


"Tn the meantime," the Prime Minister said, 
Exchange 
the previous situation 


the Jamaican dollar. It will take a little 


find its new equilibrium," the Prime Minister said, 
hree months and the reduced demand 


flows expected from tourism over the next t 


for imports after Christmas the longer view 


a4 favourable level overall, despite swings in 
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Auction have demonstrated that rates can 
in which the rate moved in only one direction, against 


the Prime Minister said the perform- 
the economy shows that imports are below target while exports are ex- 
target which together with other projected inflows and outflows are 

in a much improved position in meeting 


projections for this quarter 


performance of the economy is 

out of the woods yet. The economy 
to require strong leadership to 
year." 


is not over as the 
"new arrangements in the Foreign 
move either way contrary to 


for the rate to settle and 
"but with the increased 


time 


that the rate should settle at 
the first few auctions.” 


is 
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PNP OPENS CAMPAIGN TO FORCE EARLY GENERAL ELECTION 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 8 Dec 84 p 1 


[Text] In January 1985 the People's National Party will launch its campaign 
for early elections, the president of the PNP, Mr. Michael Manley, announced 
yesterday. 


The PNP president was speaking at a birthday party held in his honour by his 
supporters of Mcintyre Land, East Central Kingston yesterday morning. He re- 
ceived an attache case and birthday cake from the residents. 


Boasting about his good physical heaith at age 60, the former Prime Minister 
spoke with price of the 20 miles of jogging that he does each week. He said: 
"tT do not feel like 60 and if I did not believe that my mother is a completely 
honest woman I would not believe that [ am 60." Mr. Manley will be 60 on Mon- 
day, December 10. 


Turning to politics, Mr. Manley accused the Government of gaining power 
through “bogus means" and doing "bogus things" against the poor of Jamaica. 
Times were hard, but what made it worse was that "the government was not put 
there by the people," he said. 


Noting that it would soon be Christmas he said that there was "no work ..--. no 
money ... no concern for the poor.’ He attacked the Government for allowing 
"the brunt of the burden to be borne by the poor, rather than those who were 
in the best position to bear that burden." 


He said that the Government took orders from the International Monetary Fund 
without questioning these conditionalities with consideration for the poor. 
With the 1.M.F. programme came high prices, unemployment and suffering, he 


said. 


He urged the members of his constituency to do their part by ensuring that 
their neighbours, Supporters and friends were enumerated and had their identi- 
fication cards. 


Also present at the function were Dr. Paul Robertson, general secretary of the 


PNP; the deputy general secretary Mr. Donald Buchanan; Mr. Howard Aris, per- 
sonal assistant to Mr. Manley; and Miss Mauva Roberts, Mr. Manley's secretary. 
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PNP TO BOYCOTT PARLIAMENTARY CEREMONY FOR BUSTAMANTE 
Kingston THE DALLY GLEANER in English 10 Dec 84 p l 


[Text] ST. ANN'S BAY, Dec. 9--Members of the People's National Party will not 
attend the function organised by Parliament to honour Sir Alexander Bustamante 
on December 14. This was stated by the chairman of the PNP's People's Forun, 
Mr. Carl Rattray, in response to an invitation which he said the Party 
received from Government inviting a number of their members to attend the 
function. 


Mr. Rattary, who was addressing the People's Forum held at the Americana Hotel 
in Ocho Rios on Thursday, said that the Party was made to understand that Par- 
liament proposed to hold a joint sitting of both houses on December 14 at Gor- 
don House to honour the memory of Sir Alexander Bustamante. He said that it 
was further understood that Parliamentarians who served during Sir Alexander's 
tenure had been invited to attend, including a number of persons still active 
in the political life of the PNP. The party had given serious consideration 
to the question of attendance at the function. 


The PNP's high regard for Sir Alexander and indeed all the National Heroes was 
well established but the Party noted, ironically, that the event was to take 
place on the day before the anniversary of "the bogus election," an event 
which Sir Alexander would never have instigated or approved, Mr. Rattray said. 


He said that the party had taken the decision that they would not participate 
in this function in a Parliament "which indeed shames the memory of our Na- 
tional Hero, Sir Alexander Bustamante." 


Also addressing the forum was PNP President Michael Manley who expressed 
concern over what he said was a report in a Washington journal which stated 
that (a) a USAID programme of US$20 million was being held up until the Jamai- 
can government gave effect to further deregulation (b) USAID officials were 
attending meetings of the Jamaican Cabinet and participating in its delibera- 
tions. He said that while the PNP welcomed foreign assistance for national 
development it must at all times be based on mutual respect and must never 
violate the rights of a constitutionally elected government to take decisions 
on the future path. 
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Mr. Manley said these two statements raised two fundamental issues which went 
to the very heart of the nation's sovereignty. He said that “for some time 
now we have heard that USAID has also been asserting greater influence and 
control over decisions which are the proper province of the Jamaican Govern- 
ment.'' He charged that a flood of US consultants, foreign advisers and ex- 
perts had been unleashed on the country with these officers being placed in 
sensitive ministries, boards and agencies. 


The latest commodity assistance programme under the PL480 programme was sub- 
ject to conditions which included deregulation, the abolition of price con- 
trols and the licensing system and these were profound policy decisions "which 
we cannot share with any foreign government OF institution," Mr. Manley said. 


"When Jamaica gained its independence 22 years ago, our founding fathers, 
Manley and Bustamante, thought we were removing the shackles of foreign 
political control but the Seaga administration has shattered this dream," he 
said. 
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8 February 1985 


PNP, WPJ DISPUTE PRESS REPORTS CONCERNING UNITY ISSUE 


WPJ Reaction 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 20 Dec 84 p 8 


[Letter to the Editor] 


[Text ] 


: December 198 


THE EDITOR, Sir:— 
Your front prec coverage today (18 
) of a section of: the 
speech made by Workers’ Party of Jamai- 
ca General Secretary, Dr Trevor Munroe, 


- at Sunday’s Public Session of the Party's 
- Third Congress, represents a distortion, 


designed to produce discord, of what Dr. 
Munroe actually said. 

In the first place, the headline “WP] to 
seek unity with PNP” is misleading. Both 
Dr. Munroe’s speech and the main part of 
your article show that what he said was 
that the WP] would seek to reduce differ- 
ences and to promote unity with .all 
working people —including supporters of 
the JLP as well as people's organisations 
—youth clubs, women’s organisations, 
professional associations — defending Ja- 
maica against IMF oppression. Amongst 
the latter is the PNP. Contrary to your 
headline, there is no singling out of the 
PNP for reconciliation. 

Secondly, by skilfull editing, you have 
Dr. Munroe saying: “We do not believe 
that the party of Norman Manley should 
ever be allowed 10 sell away Jamaica”, 
im ying that the WP] is accusing the 
PNP of so doing. In fact out the main 
content of his remarks which implied that 
the PNP would never ‘sell out Jamaica, as 


appears clear from the following parts of 
the text which you omitted: 

“Being moderate is not going to save 
you from Seaga and the Jamaican ruling 
class. The only thing that can save any- 
body from them is for you to sell our 
Jamaica. Not even to sell it out, but to 
give it away in the way that they are doing’ 
now. And we in the Workers’ Party o 
= do not believe that the Party of 

orman Manley, the Party which brought 
so_much progress to poor people, in the 
1972 to 1980 time, we don’t believe that 
Party can ever (or should ever be allowed 
_ reach the stage of giving away or 
selling out Jamaica. And therefore, we say 
to our friends in the PNP, stop being 
moderate, because it not helping you; 
wake up, join the people of Sembica in 
resisting the enslavement of Seaga”. 


| am etc 
BARRY CHEVANNES 
WPI. 


J 

December 18, 1984 

Note: The above letter reached us only 
on Wednesday Dec 19. Our reporter 
stands firm on the report that Dr. 
Munroe announced a decision by the 
WP] and that the PNP was singled out 
by Dr. Munroe. We therefore stand by 
our report of December 18 and the 
headline thereto. — The Editor 


PNP Clarification 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 20 Dec 84 p 8 


JAMAICA 


[Letter to the Editor] 


- our response to the Gleaner — WP] story 
of yesterday. We strenuously protest it for 

_ the following reasons. 
There have never been any ties be- 


[Text] THE EDITOR, Sir:- aoe 
The People’s National Party ¢s astonished 
at the headline “PNP REJECTS WP] ON 


- "RENEWING TIES’, “you have given to 
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tween the PNP and the WP. No 
_ statement has ever been made by the PNP 
to this effect and we have repeatedly 
rejected the suggestion which has been 
raised in the press from time to time. 

One cannot “renew ties” which never 
existed. 

Additionally, it is a misuse of editonal 
privilege to put the words “renewing ties” 
in quotation marks when these words or 
any form of words which could be para- 

- phrased in this way were never used. 
ndeed, not even Dr. Munroe used these 
words in his presentation as the verbatim 
text of what he had to say shows. 

Finally, your story omits the last line of 


Gleaner report of what Dr. Munroe had 
to say was inaccurate then it was incum- 
bent on the WP] to deny it. We have now 
received a copy of their denial which has 
been sent to the Gleaner and, whilé our 
response of yesterday remains a clear 
statement of PNP policy, given the head- 
line of today, we now wonder whether 
the Gleaner is not really trying to create 
mischief. 
We demand that the misleading head- 
line is immediately corrected. 
| am, erc., 
PAUL ROBERTSON 
General Secretary 


PNP HQ. 
December 19, 984 





the PNP Statement which: said that if the 


Manley Response 
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 21 Dec 84 p 2 


[Text] The President of the People's National Party, Mr. Michael Manley, has 
described as a "breach of accepted principle and professional practice" what 
he called an "incredible headline" on the front page of Wednesday's Gleaner 
which psoke of the P.N.P. refusing to renew ties with the W.P.J. 


He said that in a further breach of journalistic principles the words "renew 
ties" were put in quotation marks as if quoting something that somebody had 
said. Mr. Manley noted that the General Secretary had issued a statement 
dealing with what he said was the “gross and vulgar falsification" involved in 
that headline. 


The P.N.P. President, who was speaking at a special People's Forum at the 
Oceana Hotel on Wednesday, traced the ties that the Party had forged in the 
earlier days with such organisations as the Trades Union Congress, the Jamaica 
Progressive League and Socialist International in recent times. 


"We have never had ties with the W.P.J. or any other Jamaican political organ- 
isation. We do not have such ties now. We have never contemplated such ties 
and we never intend to have such ties," he said. 


Mr. Manley said one couid not find a justification for the headline in the 
speech by the general secretary of the W.P.J. that had led to front page 
prominence. 


He declared, however, that none of this mischief-making would divert the 


people of Jamaica from the distress they were suffering and would not allow 
the P.N.P. to recoil in its duty to the people of Jamaica in January 1985. 
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8 February 1985 


REPORT ON MINISTER HARDING'S OFFICIAL VISIT TO BRAZIL 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 5 Dec 84 p 17 


[Text] 


Senator the Hon. Os- 
wald Harding, Minister 
without Porfolio in the 
Ministry of Foreign Af- 

-fairs, recently returned 
to Jamaica from a four- 
day official visit to Bra- 
zil aimed at fostering 
closer relations between 
both countries. 

High points of the 
Minister’s visit included 
a tour of the capital, 
Bras‘lia, an official lun- 
cheon hosted by Brazil’s 
Foreign Minister, Saraiva 
Guerreiro, a visit to the 
Senate in session, witnes- 
sing a special flag raising 
ceremony on “O dia da 
Bandera”, tours of Salva- 
dor, the first Brazilian 
capital, and a visit to 
Rio de Janeiro, a release 
from the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs said. 

In his speech at the 
official luncheon, For- 
eign Minister Guerreiro 
expressed the wish that 
Senator Harding’s visit 
would open up “new 
perspectives to further 
the traditional friendship 
binding our two coun- 
tres”. He referred to the 
racial pluralism existing 
in both countries which 
“can be proud to have 
reconciled the union of 
the decisive African con- 
tribution to other on- 
gins, creating in this way 
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an enriched social pano- 
rama”. 

Mr. Guerreiro said, 
that “Brazil and Jamaica 
have many commen in- 
terests and a consider- 
able number of areas in 
which mutually benef- 
cial joint work can un- 
fold”. He referred to 
existing CO-operation in 
the field of energy and 
in the development of 
cacao cultivation. Brazil, 
he said, was specially 
satisfied to welcome 


“for the first time a Ja- 


maican Minister in the 
Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs, to Brazil”. Noting 
that Minister Hart was 
also then in Brazil, he 
said that the simulta- 


‘neous official visits were 


“highly significant of the 
importance which the 
two countries ascribe to 
the development of their 
relations.” 


Senator harding’s re-' 
ply focussed on the rela- 
tions between both 
countnes and potential 
for increasing cooper- 
ation in keeping with the 
South-South thrust ac- 
cepted by both Jamaica 
and Brazil — partici- 
pants in the Quito Dec- 
laration and Plan of 
Action. He referred to 
the common pnnciples 
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and development objec-. 


tives of both countnes 


and expressed his appre- : 


ciation for the warmth 
and generous hospitality 
of the Brazilian Govern- 
ment and people. 


Mr. Harding visited 
places of cultural and 
histoncal interest includ- 
ling cathederals and a 
‘candomble in Bahia 
State. The Candomble is 
a traditional house of 
African worship mun like 
a’ convent with house 
mothers. Mr. Harding 
noted the temple to Af- 
ncan gods like Shango 
and Odun. At the can- 
domble, the party, 
which included Mrs. 
Harding, Jamaica Am- 


bassador to Brazil His 
Excellency Reginald 


Philips and Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs official 


Miss Evadne Coye, were 
served authentic Afncan 


dishes. Mr. Harding was © 


told that Brazil’s popula- 





tion is almost 62 per 


cent Afncan descent. 


At Itamarati — the 
foreign office where the 
recently concluded four- 
teenth regular session of 
the OAS was held, Mr. 
Harding held talks with 
Brazil's Foreign Min- 
istry’s Secretary-General, 
Carlos Calero Rodn- 
quez; on closer Brazil- 
Jamaica links especially 
in the areas of cultural 
and technical cooper- 
ation. It was decided 
that a basic agreement 
for technical cooper- 
ation should be signed 
and that preparatory 
work for this would be 
done through diplomatic 
channels. Gifts were ex- 
changed. 


During the wisit Mr. 
Harding also exchanged 
gifts with the Governor 
of Bahia, Joao Durval 
Carneiro, and the Gov- 
ermor gf Rio de Janeno, 
Leonel Bnzola. 








JPRS-LAM-85-012 
8 February 1985 


JAMAICA 


BRLEFS 


PETROLEUM, BAUXITE IMPORTS--Jamaica spent $235.2 million on petroleum imports 
up to September this year. According to statistics put out by the National 
Planning Institute of Jamaica, the local oil refinery imported about 60 per 
cent of the country's petroleum needs up to September. The institute also 
Stated that the bauxite company, which had been steadily reducing imports, 
accounted for only 37 percent, with the remaining 3 percent imported by the 
marketing company. The institute says, though, that the substantial increases 
of fuel imports by the refinery are linked to an expanding demand for fuel oil 
and diesel oil. [Text] [FL202014 Kingston Domestic Service in English 1730 
GMT 20 Dec 4] 


DEVELOPMENT FUND WITHDRAWAL--An Order for the withdrawal of $100 million from 
the Capital Development Fund (Gi*) under the Bauxite (Production Levy) Act for 
budgetary support, was approved by the House ot Representatives yesterday. 
Prime Minister Edward Seaga, who piloted the relevant resolution, said that it 
was the third withdrawal for the current financial year. [Excerpt] [Kingston 
THE DAILY GLEANER in English 13 Dec 84 p 3] 


CANADIAN AID PROGRAM--KINGSTON, Dec. 7 (JAMPRESS)--Jamaica is to benefit from 
a Programme of Development Assistance based on priorities by the Government of 
Jamaica, to be implemented by the Canadian/International Development Agency 
(CIDA) over the next five years. Discussions were held at Jamaica House 
Thursday morning, during which proposals for the "Country Programme" were out- 
lined to Prime Minister the Rt. Hon. Edward Seaga by Senior Vice-President of 
CIDA for the Americas and the Caribbean, Mr. Keith Bezanson. The Prime Minis- 
ter said that a structured plan would enable the Government Co look at future 
prospects and plans for the overall development programme for the country. 
Such a programme, he said, would also enable Government to keep planning in 
proper perspective. Mr. bezanson noted that the Canadian Government attached 
great importance to its relations with the Government of Jamaica and that the 
proposed programme of development co-operation was aimed at assisting the 
Government in its economic restructuring. [Excerpt] [Kingston THE DAILY 
GLEANER in English 10 Dec 84 p 26] 


AID FOR SMALL BUSINESS--KINGSTON, Dec. 19 (Jampress)--The National Development 
Foundation (NDF) will be lending $4.6 million in 600 new loans which it hopes 
to make to small business operators in 1935 (mext year). The NDF's executive 
officer Mr. Barrington Whyte disclosed this, yesterday afternoon. He said his 














organization had on its books some 150 loans which had been made to art and 
craft workers, furniture manufacturers grocers, garment and shoe manufactur- 
ers. These were people considered unqualified for financing by the country’s 
commercial baking system. "One of the conditions under which we operate," he 
told the gathering, "is to make sure that an applicant for a loan must not be 
eligible or able, or consideed qualified, for commercial bank financing. 
[Excerpts] [Kingston THE DALLY GLEANER in English 20 Dec 84 p 3] 


NEW POLICE COMMISSIONER--Police Commissioner Joe Williams goes on pre-retire- 
ment leave today until December 23, when his period of retention beyond re- 
tirement age expires. Mr. Herman Ricketts, 53, one of five Deputy Commission- 
ers in the Force and who is in charge of services, will act as Commissioner 
until December 23 when he will be confirmed in the post, the Gleaner under- 
Stands. Mr. Ricketts was born in May 1931 and joined the Jamaica Constabulary 
Force on August 21, 1951. He served in several sections of the Force and 
acted as Comiissioner on several occasions. Mr. Williams was appointed Com- 
missioner in August 1982 and his appointment sparked off a controversy since 
he was already past retirement age. He succeeded Mr. W. O. Bowes, who retired 
at the age of 57 on the grounds of ill health. Mr. Williams, who will be 63 
this month, joined the Police Force in January 1944. He worked in the Immi- 
gration Department and in the 1960s was in charge of Western Kingston and 
Southern St. Andrew. He also served in St. Mary. He was made a Senior Super- 
intendent in 1969 and was appointed au Assistant Commissioner in 1980. He was 
promoted to Deputy Commissioner in December 1981. Apart from Mr. Ricketts the 
other Deputy Commissioners are Mr. Sam McKay, in charge of crime; R. K. 
Ebanks, in charge of administration; Reuben Robertson, operations; and Roy 
Sinclair, in charge of security. [Text] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in 
English 10 Dec 84 p 1] 


PAY ACCORD--The Industrial Disputes Tribunal has handed down an award in re- 
spect of a new two-year contract between the management of the Jamaica Public 
Service Company Limited and the hourly-paid workers represented by the BITU 
and the NWU. The IDT awarded the workers pay increases of $36 per week for 
the first year starting from January 1, 1984, plus a further $38 per week from 
January 1, 1985. Other benefits awarded included a five cents per hour in- 
crease on discomfort allowance. [Text] [Kinston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 
16 Dec 84 p 1] 
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NICARAGUA 


PEREIRA EXPELLED FROM PLI; SEEKS TO FORM 'NEW BLOC' 
PLI Explains Decision 
PA181836 Managua LA PRENSA in Spanish 16 Jan &5 pp 1, 12 


[Text] A spokesman for the Independent Liberal Party [PLI] nas told LA 
PRENSA that the PLI board hee dcvided to definitively expel Constantino 
Pereira Deiuai trom the party after reviewing his unrepentant political 
behavior. 


The spokesman explained that following the PLI decision not to participate 
in the elections, Pereira adopted positions contrary to the party's polit- 
ical interests and unleashed a campaign against its decisions in the offi- 
cial media. As a result, at a meeting held in late November the PLI board 
voted to censure and suspend him, warning him that if he persisted in his 
actions he would be considered automatically expelled. 


The spokesman added: ''Pereira has been dishonorably expelled for dis- 
obedience. All we did was to act upon our warning and sanction him." He 
knew this and yet insisted on naively and publicly taking part in such 
public events as the presidential inauguration and the installation of 
the Constituent Assembly without prior authority from the party. 


The decision to expel Pereira was enforced at a meeting held by the board 
on Monday, during which a board member suggested that the PLI review the 
behavior of other members who acted suspiciously during the election 
campaign. 


"We cannot have concealers, accomp!ices, and unauthorized people repre- 
senting the party here and abroad among us. We will carry out a purge if 
necessary." 


"The PLI will prove to the Nicaraguan people that it has dignity," the 
spokesman said. "At the same meeting, the board instructed Virgilio Godoy, 
president and legally elected deputy of the PLI, to dislodge Pereira 

from the Constituent Assembly as this obnoxious element appeared and made 
statements there, persisting in his attitude and giving rise to this abso- 
lutely final sanction," he noted. 














Bloc To Oppose ‘Reactionaries' 
PAi91522 Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 17 Jan 85 p 12 


[Excerpts] Constantino Pereira, leader of the Independent Liberal Party 
(PLI) and third secretai:y of the Constituent Assembly, has stated that his 
main goal is to form a new, progressive bloc comprising the seven political 
parties represented at the assembly. 


According to this Liberal career politician, who was expelled from his party 
for 18 months for having opposed the faction that favored abstentionisnm, 
headed by his former colleague on the presidential slate Virgilio Godoy, 
Nicaragua ic "neither capitalist nor socialist and can project itself after 
victory us something else."' He rejects democratic centralism, and, aithough 
he styles himse?f as an “admirer of Lenin's talent," he places what he calls 
an "individual's social freedom" above everything else. 


"We seek a new society. What kind of society would it be? That depends on 
the correlation of national and international forces, and that is why con- 
sensus must be sought," he states, again insisting on what he calls "that 
new historical bloc." 


Historical Pluralist Bloc 


"The seven political parties, or at least the factions or men in agreement 
with the revolution's democratic goals, would have a place in this bloc, 
taking into account this pluralist process accepted by the FSLN. The fact 
that it has been imposed by political, economic, and financial circumstances 
does not matter; it is a historical acceptance," he contends. 


Pereira, whose sons are militants of the 19 July Sandinist Youth, is vehe- 
ment on the topic of the so-called "bloc" because he admits that the revolu- 
tion has a strategic plan. He does not want to be left out of it. "On the 
contrary, we have to define it together so not a single party will be left 
out." 


He believes that the "true PLI'"--which he believes is not Godoy's faction-- 
must be immersed in that plan and not those who promoted abstentionism 
"That faction is completely in the opposition because even if its members 
show repentance now they will always go around with swords at the ready." 


Godoy: A Thrice Traitor Liberal Bigwig 


"Tino" [Pereira's nickname] does not forgive Godoy for his attitude toward 
the elections and goes even further: "He is a Liberal bigwig, I would say, 
probably more because of family tradition than anything else. In addition, 
he is, historically speaking, three times a traitor. He is a big oppor- 
tunist, which entails the most grotesque form of treason." 


Pereira moves his arms, resettles comfortably in his chair, and raises his 
right fist to answer the next question: "I consider myself a social 


141 








liberal, a Marxist trying to wonwince liberalism to introduce the dialectic 
method into its analyses." 


And Godoy? "He has no political ideology. wher than a thinker, he is a 
typical maneuvering politician," Pereira answers, + ralling that "I drew up 
most of the PLL's political tenets and the essence of 1c. international 
seminars, in which Godoy's participation was nil." 


He does not fail to recognize the sincerity of the FSLN's attempts to 


achieve consensus in the national political dialogue. "As a matter of fact, 
the historical concept of majority must be taken into consideration, and 
this is a contribution of the revolution because tho PSIN's wew approach to 


the historical majority is very important," he remarks. 


He returns to his idea of a "bloc" in which, he insists, he would oppose the 
political groups that compose "the regressive wing, which becomes reac- 
tionary in discussions, turning its back on the wheels of history." Those 
groups would be left out...although not all, Pereira explains. 


The Bourgeoisie's Contradictions 


"T believe, for instance, that the new Foreign Cooperation Ministry should 
listen to the views of private enterprise, the unions, and the cooperatives 
and not believe that the state can make plans based on illusions." 


And he rapidly explains: "Now then, if an attempt is made to use this to 
oppose the revolution I would, of course, oppose i" 


Within this context he is hopeful about the position of the Higher Council 
of Private Enterprise and stresses the internal contradictions in that 
private entity. "For instance, Enrique Bolanos is more liberal than Ramiro 
Gurdian because he has stated that he is a Nicaraguan and wants to stay in 
the country...and I think that he can even play a political role too." 


Pereira also establishes a difference between Pedro Joaquin Chamorro B., 
codirector of LA PRENSA, "who opposes everything," and his uncle Jaime, 
who recently wrote an editorial that "Tino" read with great pleasure. 
"One could see a more positive, more open stand in it, which I want to 
believe is more sincere." 


Godoy to the Right of Sotelo 


The reference to the Social Democratic politicians leads to the topic of the 
Nicaraguan Democratic Coordinating Board [CDN] and its relations with the 
"antipopular PLI faction headed by Godoy." “An invisible halo surrounds the 
most obscure, reactionary thinking within the CDN and that faction," he 
asserts, recalling that it is contrary to the very principles of the PLI, 
which is antireactionary and antimonopolistic. 


What similarity exists between this position and that of the Conservative 
Party faction led by Enrique Sotelo, which advocates abstentionism? 
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"Sotelo struggles for certain interests which, perhaps, are associated with 
those of the CDN," and I think that with the violation by the Liberals 
"Godoy has ostentatiously moved even further to Sotelo Borgen's right in 
political terms." 


Although he deletes all capitalist and pro-U.S. interests from what he calls 
the true essence of the PLI, which he claims to represent, Pereira stresses 
his liberal conceptions of politics to make clear that "democratic central- 
ism is not a true democracy." However, he defends the value of the approach- 
ing municipal elections, which he describes as "the people's opportunity to 
create their laws, reflecting in them their own victory." 


Sandinist Defense Committee: An Extraordinary Structure 


"This is why," he continues, "I think that the Sandinist Defense Committee, 
which was attacked by the PLI and by myself personally, is going to be an 
extraordinary institution when the popular vote elects the men, women, and 
children within a democratized framework." It is a matter, he explains, of 
"improving the very important structures that the revolution has created." 


The politician said that Nicaragua's current problem is "war or peace,’ and 
he cites Fidel Castro's statement that "the people want and need peace,” 
but a peace, he adds, "of course respecting the points of view of the other 
parties," with a "patriotic position that the right-wing groups" which are 
supported by the United States "do not have." 


"The great coordinator of the right wing in Nicaragua will have to be the 
political thought resulting from the hegemony of U.S. interests, not only 
over Nicaragua, but over Central America," Tino said, warning, “because the 
United States is not only against the revolution, but, what is worse, 
against democracy." 


Antipeople Representatives 


Associated with this position is the CDN, he said, and linked to the CDN is 
the abstentionist wing of the PLI and the Democratic Conservative Party of 
Nicaragua, which are even represen.ied in the assembly. "They are there, 
yes, but dragged there by the wheels of history, because they are repre- 
sentatives of the antipeople minority." 


"Tf we have to wage a war, it is within the revolution and not against it 
or outside it," Pereira stresses, stating that in his post as third secre- 
tary of the Assembly he represents the majority of the PLI, and his 
permanence in the Assembly should be decided by parliamentary law. 


"If Godoy thinks he is going to hc ld my post he must know that the Assembly 
is not under his orders, because | am the one who is represented there," 
Pereira said in a rage. Godoy's iollowers, he warns, "are becoming a choice 
topic because they do not represert the p2ople. Moreover, they represent 


nothing." 


As far as I am concerned, he cont: nues, I ill try to have the PLI represented 
on the directorate through me and not through Godoy. "The reverse would be to 
give way in the Assembly to the arti-PL1, which is antipeople, and this type 
of man could never fulfill that finction." 
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PAKAGUAY 


STROESSNER, U.S. LEGISLATORS DISCUSS ABC CLOSURE 
PY111750 Asuncion Radio Nanduti in Spanish 1450 GMT 11 Jan 85 


[Excerpts] A group of U.S. congressmen who are making a tour of various Latin 
American countries concluded their visit to Paraguay today. 


Before departing for the city of Montevideo in Uruguay, the congressmen 
granted a press conference at the Presidente Stroessner International Air- 
port. 


Here is what U.S. legislator Peter Kostmayer said about the closure of news- 
paper ABC COLOR 


[Begin recording] [Unidentified reporter] We would like to know the presi- 
dent's reaction to your request for the reopening of the newspaper ABC COLOR. 


[Kostmayer in English] (?When he asked) President Stroessner when ABC COLOR 
would be permitted to reopen, he said that he appreciated and understood the 
opinions of the American people, but that there were special problems here 
in Paraguay which had produced the situation; I responded respectfully that 
no government has the right to close a newspaper. 


[Reporter] What did the president answer? 


[Kostmayer] The president explained to me that there are problems here in 
Paraguay that make it difficult to reopen the newspaper ABC, that there are 
problems [words indistinct] characterized these things as subversive. I 
simply tried to reemphasize to him that the American people believe strongly 
in freedom of the press. It is important that ABC COLOR be reopened as soon 
as possible. [End recording | 
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PARAGUAY 


BRIEFS 


STROESSNER'S VISIT TO FRG ANNOUNCED--Bonn, 13 Jan (AFP)--A Foreign Ministry 
spokesman has told AFP that the FRG is making preparations for an official 
visit by the president of Paraguay, General Alfredo Stroessner. The spokesman 
added that no date has yet been set for the visit, but the Hamburg-based weekly 
DER SPIEGEL reported in its last issue that the visit will take place in July 
1985. The Paraguayan president, who has been in power for more than 30 years, 
has visited the FRG only once before, a private visit in 1973. On that occa- 
sion, Stroessner toured Bavaria, where his ancestors were born. [Text] [Asun- 
cion EL DIARIO in Spanish 14 Jan 85 p 11 PY] 


RADICAL LIBERAL PARTY YOUTHS ARRESTED--Thirteen youths of the outlawed Para- 
guayan Authentic Radical Liberal Party were arrested by the police in Itapua 
Department, in the southern part of the country. Miguel Abdon Sayer, secre- 
tary of the Authentic Radical Liberal Party, told the news media that the ar- 
rest corroborates the absence of democracy in Paraguay where the right to meet 
granted by the Constitution is constantly violated. Miguel Abdon Sayer re- 
ported that six of the youths that were arrested were savagely beaten by the 
police. Four other members of the Authentic Radical Liberal Party were arrested 
on 21 December 1984 during a demonstration demanding amnesty for political 
prisoners and the return of exiles. [Text] [Havana International Service in 
Spanish 1800 GMT 11 Jan 85 PA] 
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PERU 


ATTORNEY GENERAL CLAIMS HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATED 
PA170411 Havana International Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 16 Jan 85 
[Report by Abel Sardinas, PRENSA LATINA correspondent in Peru--recorded] 


[Text] Peruvian Attorney General Alvaro Rey de Castro publicly contra- 
dicted Peruvian President Fernando Belaunde Terry and other high-ranking 
government officials when he said that there is no overall respect for 
human rights in Peru. Questioned by the press regarding this matter, 
Rey de Castro said: I would say that in general human rights are not 
being respected; there have been some cases which the attorney general's 
office has handled because of charges presented. 


The attorney general spoke before First Vice President Fernando Schwalb 
and Prime Minister Luis Percovich and added that excesses have been com- 
mitted, on certain occasions, by the occupation forces, the so-called 
forces keeping order in the emergency zones of the departments of 
Ayacucho, Huancavelica, and Apurimac. As an example he mentioned the case 
of (Hapucayachi), Huanta Province, Ayacucho Department, where 50 unrecog- 
nizable bodies were found in August buried in a common grave and which 

are believed to be the bodies of persons reported missing. Since then, 
dozens more bodies have been found in that area. 


Rey de Castro also said that the attorney general's office will give all its 
support to the UN Human Rights Commission that will be arriving in Peru in 


the next few days to investigate charges regarding the forced disappearance 
of people, especially in the zones declared in emergency. 
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PERU 


BRIEFS 


LIMA MAYOR RESUMES OFFICE--Alfonso Barrantes Lingan, Lima mayor and presi- 
dential candidate for the United Left, will resume office today after a 
leave of absence to be treated for a kidney ailment in the FRG. [Excerpt] 
[Lima Radio del Pacifico in Spanish 1200 GMT lo Jan 85 PY] 


LEFTIST LEADER ON BRAZILIAN ELECTIONS--Alfonso Barrantes Lingan, presiden- 
tial candidate of the Peruvian United Left, has praised the election of a 
civilian government in Brazil and stated that this should encourage the 
Chilean people to defeat the military dictatorship which is not only an 
embarrassment for the Chileans, but also for all of Latin America. 
Barrantes Ligan said that the end of a military dictatorship is always a 
reason for celebration and expressed his best wishes for the consolida- 
tion of democracy in Brazil. [Text] [Havana International Service in 
Spanish 1600 GMT 17 Jan 85 PA} 
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COMPTON ADMINISTRATION HIT FOR WIDESPREAD DETERIORATION 
Castries CRUSADER in English 15 Dec 84 pl 
[Text ] Speaking at the switching-on ceremony of business and a number of factories 
of the Festival of Lights the Prime and business houses have closed down in 
Minister tried valiantly to give some kind the course of the year. Where is the 
of explanation to’the Public for the achievement in EMPLOYMENT. 
senseless wastage of scarce funds and 
resources in Sbeuite and celebration. He NO MONEY . 
said: The financial situation of the Government 
has become a standing joke. Public 
“As the year draws toa close we are servants can never get paid on time and 
celebrating, and we have the right to some have not been paid. The Reserve 
celebrate because inspite of all the Police Force has been virtually disbanded 
problems and difficulties we can show or ‘‘sent home’ since the Gevernment 
achievements during this year in every has not been able to find funds to pay 
walk of life. St. Lucians are again them for months. The Public Utilities - 
walking proud. St. Lucians are again Water, Electricity and Telephones are all 
proud of their country and they are threatening to “cut off supplies to 
participating in celebrating the achieve- Government institutions. The Commer- 
ments of a year that has been difficult but cial Banks held a meeting with Govern- 
a year in which we have shown that we ment’s finance Officials recently to 
are moving out and moving up. We have discuss a rescue operation to help the 
a right to celebrate because we have Government to pay its wage bill this 
achievements to celebrate”. month. Most of the Commencial Banks 
St. Lucians listening to the Prime say that they are unable to continue 
Minister dismissed his empty rhetoric as baling out the Government month after 
"the usual rubbish”. One Castries month to enable them to pay wages. 
merchant commenting on the speech Where is the achievement in increasing 
said that the Prime Minister is insulting the money supply? 
the intelligence of St. Lucians by hinting : 
at achievements without specifying what NO GOVERNMENT 
the achievements are. The only specific There is a general despondency among 
claim made was that St. Lucians had Ministers of Government who are 
helped the people of Grenada to have a generally not performing. Two Ministers 
good Christmas. The Prime Minister was of STate have abandoned their offices 
referring to his sinister and controversial although they continue to draw their 
role in helping the Americans in the salaries. The Prime Minister himself has 
invasion of Grenada and in the manipula- been travelling extensively, indulging in 
tion of. Grenada’s elections. private social gheenanigans and not 
NO WORK devoting his time to solving the serious 
problems of the country. The Prime 
St. Lucians are reeling under the Minister has faiied to root out the most 
deteriorating economic conditions result- blatant and proven acts of corruption in 
ing from a rapid decline in employment. his government in the course of the year, 
There is no work for a large slice of the so where is the achievement in Govern- 
workforce. Some hotels have gone out ment and Leadershiv? 
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ST LUCIA 


OPPOSITION CRUSADER SLAMS U.S. ROLE IN LOCAL AFFAIRS 


Castries CRUSADER in English 24 Nov 84 pl 


[Text ] 


Police in Nicaragua 


Once again Caribbean people are being 
manipulated and manoeuvred by outside 
powers simply because the O0.E.C.S. 
leaders are selling out the long-term 
interests of their people. 


The whole idea of a Regional Defence 
Force and the militarisation of the 
Caribbean has come in for harsh criticism 
from the people of the Caribbean.. 


The idea of a Regional Coast Guard 
received less criticism because it was felt 
that there was need for the surveillance of 
coves and bays especially in respect of the 
drug traffic. The coordination of disaster 
plans and the policing of sea limits also 
required such a facility but it was clear that 
the Caribbean should remain as far as 
possible a Zone of Peace 


It was announced some weeks ago that the 


.Coast Guard Facility of the Eastern 


Caribbean States would be holding ma- 
noeuvres in the Caribbean Waters. There 
was little public reaction to this since there 





is a case for training the Coast Guard Units 
in the different territories. 


The St. Lucian Coast Guard Ship Defender 
went to Barbados to participate in the 
exercise. This week news reached St. 
Lucia that St.Lucian Policemen involved 
in the Coast Guard exercise are patrolling 
Nicaraguan waters. What on earth are St. 
Lucian Policemen doing in Nicaraguan 
waters? Should one of the CIA mines 
explode in Nicaraguan waters and St. 
Lucian lives are lost the Prime Minister 
would be hard put to explain to the people 
of St. Lucia exactly what our Policemen are 
doing in Nicaraquan Waters. 

This is typical of the way the United States 
is manipulating the O.E.C.S. leadership. If 
President Reagan is anxious to attack the 
Nicaraguan Revolution he should not use 
Caribbean troops to interfere in the internal 
affairs of Nicaragua. The Prime Minister of 
St. Lucia has no business -involving St. 
Lucians in this wicked bullying of a 
democratically elected Government 








Election Interference 
Castries CRUSADER in English 1 Dec 84 p 2 


[Editorial] 








In the run-up to the St. Lucia 
Flections of 1982 The Crusader 
published an article in its issue of 
20th February entitled INTERNA 
TIONAL CONSPIRACY AGAINST 
PLP. In the hue-and-cry of the 
Elections some of the observations 
made in:the article may have 
escaped many. The article alleged 
that there was a conspiracy at 
work to prevent the P.L.P. from 
winning the up-coming election in 
1982. It stated that the conspiracy 
is masterminded and coordinated 
by big interests in the United 
States and other countries with the 
collaboration of local participants 


in the leadership of the United 


Workers Party and the Commer- 
cial Sector. The article is 
published below for the perusal of 
our readers. | . 


All the political developments in 
St. Lucia and the Eastern, Carib- 
bean since early 1982 when the 
article was written has confirmed 
the validity of this allegation and 
now the machinery for manipulat- 
ing elections is 80 well-greased 
that no territory in the Eastern 
Caribbean is now free to instal 
whatever Government excites the 
fancy of its electorate. The 
Eastern Caribbean is now in the 
grip of an elaborate electoral 
conspiracy designed to ensure that 
only Regimes which fall in line with 
the geo-political objectives of the 
United States can ever hope to 
attain political office. The touch. .- 
stone for political power is no 
longer the cumulative wishes of 
the people of the State. It is 4 


question of whether the United 
States endorses @ particular Party 
or not. Since the surprise Election 
victory for the Labour Party in St. 
Lucia in 1979 no other Party has 
been able to break through the 
tight stranglehold_ of American 
political interference in the parish- 
pump politics of the O.E.C.S. 


The removal of the Bishop Regime 
in Grenada was the principal 
political objective of the American 
Administration and the Invasion of 
October 1983 was the realisation 
of this dream. The whole 
bag-of-tricks of overt and covert 
tactics for the control of the 
political direction of the Eastern 
Caribbean was unleashed after 
the Invasion. The direct manipula- 
tion of the media ia a sinister and 
organised manner is orchestrated 
from the U.S. Information Service, 
‘n Barbados. The hordes of 
information-gatherers in the East- 
ern Caribbean mask themselves in 
a variety of ways. The Medical 
Schools have become transparent 
since the Grenada Episode and the 
traditional cover. of voluntary 
service and technical aid is still 
exploited. 


Somehow St. Lucia has become a 
crucial staging-post in the manoeu- 
vres for corrupting the electoral 
process in the Eastern Caribbean. 
During the 1982 Elections in St. 
Lucia the United States used the 
electoral facilities and expertise of 
Jamaica and Barbados to manipu- 
late the ballot to its advantage. 

The funding was organised 
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‘search-students 





through Private Sector channels 
and through direct C.I.A. contacts 
funnelling through Jamaica and 
Barbados. The success of the St. 
Lucia Electoral exercise was in no 
small measure due to a network of 
political attacks and quasi re- 
filtering right 
through the community neutralis- 
ing key persons and buying over 
others. 


Today St. Lucia has become a 
virtual exporter of electoral influ- 
ence in the Area. During the St. 
Vincent Elections the United States 
consulted heavily with St. Lucia in 
the decision as to which horse 
should be backed. St. Lucia’s top 
United Workers Party operatives 
played a key role in preparing and 
printing all the literature and 
posters for despatch to a certain 
Party in St.Vincent. One can seé 
this relationship simply as a 
long-standing close relationship 


between two politicians in neigh- 


bouring islands but it would be 
naive not to look further. Maybe 
St. Vincent’s James Mitchell 


accepted the ground rule of 7 


current Eastern Caribbean politics 
that no Party can win an election if 
the Leviathan of U.S Imperialism is 
opposing its election. In certain 
circumstances a victory. can be 
assured if the U.S. agrees not to 
put its demolition apparatus into 
action. Hand-in-hand with this 
goes the judicious and circuitous 
funding through Private Sector 
front men. A certain United 
Workers Party Printe in St. 
Lucia has been the beneficiary of 
sizeable funding simply to supply 
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the printed material for O.E.C.5. 
Parties approved by the United 
States. 


During the past month most of the 
electoral printing for the Centrist 
Parties in Grenada was carefully 
prepared right here in St. Lucia 
and funnelled down to Grenada 
through the instrumentality of 
collaborating Prime Ministers. 
This is a new development in 
O.E.C.S. politics which must be 
seen in all its seriousness. This 
work must also be seen against the 
background of that scandalous 
meeting in the Grenadines be- 
tween the Prime Ministers of 
Barbados, St. Lucia and _ St. 
Vincent on the one hand and the 
Centrist Parties of Grenada on the 
other. The fate of the people of 
Grenada, in electoral terms, was 
virtually decided last week when 
the O.E.C.S. Ministers (including 
Grenada’s Interim Prime Minister) 
met in St. Lucia after being in 
constant contact with the U.S. 
Authorities in Barbados. 


Ironically enough, the avowed 
object of the Grenada Invasion 
was ‘to restore Democracy . to 
Grenada”. At this point in time 
when the Grenadian people should 
be left entirely alone to take a 
clear decision on the persons who 
should represent them and the 
direction in which the country 
should go, our O.E.C.S puppets are 
dancing to the tune of US. 
interference in the electoral pro- 
cess. What an awiul pity that St. 
Lucia is fast becoming the Babylon 
ian Whore of O.E.C.S. politics! 
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ST LUCIA 


MARKETING, EXPORTING BECOME FOCUS OF NEW ATTENTION 


Castries THE VOICE in English 21 Nov 84 p 4 


[Text ] 


Report on Agriculture 


THE Ministry of Agriculture has 
appointed a task force to advise 
Government on a marketing strategy. 


So says a report submitted by Agri- 
culture Minister Ira d’Auvergne to 
the annual convention of the United 
Workers Party (UWP) Sunday. 


The report notes that ‘‘agricultural 
marketing has been a major problem 
affecting agricultural development’ 
and that the force should submit its 
report before the end of December 
after which the Ministry would take 
the necessary action to redress the 
situation. 


The Ministry is also taking steps to 
address the problem of post harvest 
losses. This is being done with 
assistance from the U.K. and FAO, 
says the report. 


ACHIEVE 


As for the banana industry, the 
reports says: ‘‘this year (1984), we 
are well on course to achieve a target 
of 66,000 tonnes. The last time we 
produced so much bananas was in 


the late 60’s and early 70’s. 


‘This | submit did mot happen by accident. 
it happened as a result of the renewed 
confidence that members of the farming com- 
munity developed since we came to office. 
Farmers once again feel the Minister and the 
Ministry are sensitive to their needs and 
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problems, mainly because of the initiative that 
we have taken in the sector and because of 
the fact that we are engaged in continued 
dialogue with them.”’ . ; 
it described the commission of inquiry 
appointed by the Labour Govetnment to look 
into the SLBGA as a ‘‘means of embarking on 
a massive witch-hunt’’ and added that the 
SLBGA was seriously tampered with ‘‘the end 
result being that control of the Association 
was put in the hands of a bunch of incom- 
petent directors who knew very little about the 
industry.”’ 


INFESTATION 


The report also makes reference to the co 
conut mite infestation which is currently 
plaguing coconut production. It says: “A 
survey undertaken by my ministry revealed 
the level of infestation as high as 100 per cent 
in certain focations and a national average of 
78 per cent. We immediately set in motion, 
procedures for addressing the problem. We 
had meetings with the various institutions 
engaged in research In St Lucia such as 
CARDI and lICA and they called on qualified 
entomologists to survey the situation.”’ 


The report states that a US — based 
company called World Finest Chocolate inc. 
hed offered a ‘‘guaranteed market for 
whatever amount of cocoa we can produce at & 
guaranteed minimum price which is currently 
way above the world market price. However, if 
the worid market price were to increase above 
the guaranteed minimum price we would be 
free to sell our cocoa on the world market. 
This agreement is unprecedented in St. 
Lucia’s history and can be redound to the 
benefit of our farmers.”’ 


The report said government, with the assis- 
tance of CIDA, had drawn up a 10-year Forest 
Management plan, in the area of forestry, 
while in fisheries, the long-awaited Fisheries 
Complex had at last become a reality. 














Market Expansion Plans 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 12 Dec 84 p 8 


[Text ] 


CASTRIES, St Lucia, Tuesday, 
(CANA) — Faced with a fall- 
off in trade with its Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) part- 
ners, St Lucia is moving to 
further develop the capability 
of its exporters and widen their 
markets. . 

Trade Minister George Mallet 
says St Lucia sales to Caricom, 
especially to Jamaica, Trinidad and 
Tobago and Guyana, have taken a 
hammering in recent years as @ 
result of currency and trade restric- 


tions imposed by those countries. 


Says Mallet: “Within recent 
years, St Lucian exporters were 
able, within the frame work of 
Caricom to steadily increase ex- 

rts to the region. However, when 
amaica drastically devalued her 
currency and Trinidad and Tobago 
imposed licensing restrictions on all 
Caricom exports, our position was 
severely ) ised since these two 
countries accounted for a major 
portion of our Caricom market. 

The ministry of trade recently 


published figures for the first half 


of this year showing a $6.5 million 
(EC) deficit in St Lucia’s trade 
within Caricom. The correspondi 
deficit last year was a mere 24,000. 
As a result of Jamaica’s currency 
devaluations and rigid currency-re- 
lated rationing of imports, Mallet 
adds, St Lucia’s exports to Kings- 
ton for January — June 1984 
by some $2.2 million or 
44.4 per cent compared with the 
same period of 1983. 
In the case of Trinidad and 
Tobago, a 31.5 per cent or & $2 


million decline has been recorded, ' 


said. At the same time, St 
Lucia’s imports from that country 
rose substantially to produce a $10 
million (EC) deficit in favour of 
Port of Spain, or $7 million more 
than for the corresponding period 
of 1983. 

In the case of other Caricom 
countries, Mallet reported, there 
was relative stability in St Lucia’s 
trading position. With non-Caricom 
countries St Lucia actually in- 
creased its trade by 9.8 million 
dollars in the 1984 half year as 
against 1983. : 

Mallet last month expressed con- 
cern that Caricom governments had 
not been complying with commit- 
ments given to the last Heads of 
Government Conference in Nassau 
in July to take steps to revive the 
sagging intra-regiona! trade. 
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Ce a meeting of the Or- 
isation of East Caribbean States 


Four months 
questioning whether those actions 
which we were expected to take will 
indeed re-establish trade within the 
region. 

He tioned whether there was 


still with all Caricom members 3. 


continuing commitment the 
pac and a pre ess to 
abide by all its requirements. 

Apart from the difficulties being 
experienced in exporting to certain 
Caricom countries, St Lucia’s trade 
has been enduring the added prob- 
lem of getting payments for its 
coconut oil exports to Jamaica. But, 
according to Mallet that level of 
indebtedness — it was $6 million at 
one 8 this year — has been 


a. . 

In , the lack of payments by 
Jamaica recently threatened the 
local exporting company, Caricom 
Marketing Limited, with closure 
when it ran into serious cash flow 


tion of the Ministry that the ar- 

ments which have been made 
with respect to payments for ex- 
ports to Jamaica will permit the 
continuation of our export trade 
with that country. 

With respect to Trinidad, Mallet 
says his ministry has been making 
continuous efforts at all levels to 
ensure that licences are obtained 
for St Lucia’s exports. He added 
that St Lucia hoped, with the assis- 
tance of the Caribbean Community 
secretariat and the export promo- 
tion project of the European Devel- 
opment Fund to send a_ trade 
mission to Port of Spain shortly. 

In the case of Guyana, Mallet 
said St Lucia had been exporting 
very little to the South American 
Republic, but had always been im- 

rting substantially. His ministry 
had therefore recently considered a 
‘counter-trade arrangement which 
would not.only redress the trade 
imbalance, but also eliminate the 
reliance by Guyana on the avail- 
ability of scarce foreign exchange to 
finance its purchases from St Lu- 


cia. 
International agencies are also 
assisting St Lucia in beefing up its 
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export capabilities. Government 
has negotiated in a package of 
technical assistance with the export 
market development division of the 
London-based Commonwealth Sec- 
retariat, which includes the services 
of an export promotion advisor, 
who is already here. 

According to Mallet, proposals 
had also been made to provide the 
services of two other experts under 
the Commonwealth Secretariat pro- 
, one to deal with stan- 

isation and quality control of 
exports, and another to assist in the 
development of appropriate designs 
in wooden furniture geared for ex- 


port. 

The International trade centre in 
Geneva and the CDB are assisting 
St Lucia in a demand-supply in- 
vestment appraisal survey to identi- 
fy products which have potential 
for export. Government says that 
products identified so far are soft 
furnishings, perfumes, flowers and 
ornamental plants, agro-based food 
products and electronics. 

At the moment, the government 
is developing a customs freezone in 
the southern town of Vieux Fort to 
cater to manufacturing operations 
which would be exporting to new 
markets, ially in the United 
States and Europe. Three factories 
are already located there and oth- 
ers, including some from the far 
east, are expected to go into opera- 
tion in the coming months. 

Because of the smallness of the 
St Lucian market, government says, 
it ig ,imperative that the island’s 
producers sell abroad, otherwise 
there would be severe limitations on 
their growth. And recognising that 
exporting was a particularly diffi- 


cult and competitive exercise which 
local manufacturers and agricultur- 
ists were not in many cases well 
prepared for, the trade ministry was 
therefore giving particular priority 
to developing the capability of ex- 


porters. 

As part of this strategy, an ex- 

rt } eT committee has 

n established within the min- 
istry to advise the government on 
desirable policies and strategies for 
export promotion and development. 
Represented on that committee are 
the Chamber of Commerce, the 
Manufacturers Association, the 
Small Business Association and the 
National Development Corporation. 

An export promotion unit has 
also been created to assist local 
producers in enlarging their ex- 
ports. The unit contains a reference 
library and disseminates informa- 
tion on export opportunities and 
other relevant trading matters to 
exporters. 

With the assistance on the Bar- 
bados-based Caribbean Devel- 
opment Bank and the Caricom 
Secretariat, the St Lucia govern- 
ment has prepared a manual which 
provides a guide on export proce- 
dures, terminologies and _ tech- 
niques. An exporter’s directory has 
been published listing names and 


addressed of enterprises operating 


here. Copies have n sent to St 
Lucian diplomatic missions and 
other relevant organisations abroad. 

In a bid- to capitalise on the 
opportunities open to St Lucia un- 
der the Caribbean Basin Intiative, a 
list of 48 items has been drawn up 
and disseminated among local man- 
ufacturers and businessmen, for 
which there appears to be substan- 
tial potential for export by St Lucia 
into the U.S. market. 











RAINSTORM CAUSES MILLIONS OF DOLLARS WORTH OF DAMAGE 


Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 1/7 Nov 84 p 22 


[Text] 


CSO 


THE Government will need about $2.7 million to 
carry out repair work to damages caused by 
recent heavy rains, Mr. Allan Bousquet, Minister of 
Communications and Works has announced. Gut 
the Minister has also stressed that this amou t 
did not include havoc done by the sea. 


Speaking a few Pours 
after he accompanied a 
technical téam headed 
by Prime Minister John 
Compton on a tour of 
damage-stricken areas in 
Soufriere, Mr Bousquet 
said: “It would take a 
considerable amount to 
fix up the damage 
caused by the sea but 
we have’ had_ the 
estimates on the damage 
caused by rain and what 
‘we-have now is about 
$1.4 million for the 
North, and $1.5 million 
for the South to: repair 
the damage done by the 
rains to our roads.” 


“The amount that will be re- 
quired to restore Communica- 
tions, fix up the roads, and take 
care of drainage, will cost 
something like $2.7 million " he 
added. 


3298/303 





Mr Bousquet pointed out that 
sea and river destruction in 
Soufiere waS more extensive 
than he imagined. He said: 
“The seafront is badly, 
damaged, part of the jetty is 
washed away, the communica- 
tions to  Malgretoute cut 
entirely...telephone down, 
water pipes broken. We must 
try and restore communications 
as quickly as possible in order 
to alleviate the problems and 
hardships of the people living at 
Maigretoute.” 


He noted that the Soufriere 


‘river had done “a lot of 
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damage” and had changed its 
course, adding that the road 
leading to the Sulphur Springs 
was “cut entirely.” Mr Bous- 
quet said that that particular 
road would be too expensive to 
repair “so we will have to divert 
the road to the south to restore 
communications.” 

He said that darnage along 
the main road to Castries was 
not so extensive and there 
were only a number of land- 
slides most of which were 
already cleared up. 

In picture, road washed away 
and hone lines cut. This is 
the road\ to the Maigretoute 
Home for the Age at Soufriere. 
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UWP HOLDS ANNUAL CONFERENCE, GENERATES CRITICISM 


Challenge to Party 


Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 17 Nov 84 p 2 


[Article by Guy Ellis] 


[Text ] 


THE RULING United Workers Party goes to Anse la Raye tomorrow tor an 
annual conference of delegates that should hold much significance for the 
party. It comes in the 20th year of its inaug wation, and virtually halfway 
through its fourth five-yeas term of office 

it should therefore be an occasion for the party | iook back on its whole 


“performance since 1964. and indeed. its record « government at this 


important stage of its current term. In the past, UWF conventions have 
turned up little or any significance, even in times of party or national crisis. 
Tomorrow's May sadly go the same way. 

The morning session will be taken up with addresses inclug.7g that of 
Prime Minister and Political Leader John Compton. When that ic over, 
delegates will go into an extended lunch period and the afternoon w."! be 
devoted mainly to the consideration of resolutions — many of which wil 


‘never be implemented and the election of officers 


The honouring of three M.P.'s for long service to the party, government 
and country may well be the only novel feature of an occasion that has been 
farnous for its routine. : 

it is unlikely that the UWP rank and file will take time off to consider and 
offer solutions to the government to deal with some of the most pressing 
problems confronting the county at this time. it fs also unlikely that the OWP 
will-awake from its slumber and begin to lay the foundation for its own teor- 
ganisation to mould it into a strong political force. 


The fact that the UWP has not been abie to find it possible to fitting| 
observe its both year milestone — despite Re promises jp ceed Hemy 


Giraudy at last year’s convention — is an indication of the ieTTargy ano Tack 
of organisation that has dogged the party for so long. It is this apparent lack 
of concern and commitment of its members, coupled with the growing 
distance between the party and its supporters that now poses a serious 
threat to the continued evolvement of the UWP. 

in 20 © °ars since 1964, the UWP has won four out of five general 
elections it: contested. It has held the seat of power for 17 of those years. 
it ought to be a formidable party with a well-oiled party machinery. But after 
20 vears, the party has very little to show for itself: no organisation, no party 
building, no party newspaper, No active constituency structure and certainly, 
no funds. Threé seems to be little, real interest by even the highest party’ 
officials in the party itself. 

Still, it continues to enjoy broad support among St Lucians. Despite being 
labelled as a “party of the rich” by its oppofients it 1s the ordinary man and 
woman who have given the UWP victory after election victory four times out 
of five. ; 


Even in 1979, when Mr. Compton's team was kicked out of office 
allegedly on a wave of unpopularity, it was able to pick up 45 percent of the 
votes cast in the 17 constituencies, and a mere 5,000-0dd votes separated 
its aggregate and that of the victorious St. Lucia’ Labour Party. 
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Bui the UWP has .0t been able to capitalise on its tremendous font of 
support and goodwill. his deficiency has become more apparent since its 
May 1982 election si cess. Since then, the party has done little for itself. 
instead, si has silenth, thrived on the misfortunes of its opponents: the SLP’s 
recent disaster, the _ibyan Affair, the Grenada crisis and now the apparent 
disintegr? ‘ion of the Progressive Labour Party. 


One gets the feeling that should the UWP today become embroiled in a 
seric us mternal crisis — one similar to that of 1972 when some very 
prowuNent members witharéw ions ws ranks — ne Mmignt simply foid up and 
die. 

T! ere is nothing in the UWP, as it functions today — not even its often 
vibrant youth arm — that gives any cause for nope. Its cuntinued failure to 
identity a possible successor for the aging Compton, someone with similar 
vigour and leadership qualities, also underlines the uncertain future that 
faces the party,.a situation of which it may not even be aware. 

At Vieux Fort last year, the convention at one time threatened to 
embarrass the party. The morning session began hours late because there 

‘ was only a sprinkling of supporters around the assembly hall of the new Hess 
school. Although the turnout improved considerably as the day wore on, it 
was clear that the convention suffered from poor organisation ang promotion 
so much so that Compton, in his address, was forced to admit that he was 
worried about its fate at one stage. : 

The near embarrassment produced a scathing attack on the party by 
none other than Chairman Giraudy in a “it’s time we pulled up our socks” 
address that seemed to signa! that the top brass was well aware of the 
serious shortcomings of the party that had very nearly caused the 
convention to flop. > 

it will be no surprise if history repeats itself at Anse la Raye tomorrow, 
for here too, this convention has been poorly promoted, a result of the lack of 
enthusiasm that pervades whatever party structure there is. 

vart of the secret of success of political parties in this part of the world ts 
their ability to mobilise and maintain their support. in the run up to the 1982 
poll, the UWP was way ahead of the two other parties with its well organised 
Sunday rallies and public meetings, that drew thousands time after time. 


The UWP. as does the SLP and the PLP, need to take a few pages out of 

- the books of the two partes in nearby Barbados where both groups mamtain 

very high levels of activity year round, and are in constant readiness for 
almost any and every eventuality. 


Surprisingly the record of the UWP as a government has been Slightly 
better, although at the moment, there are signs that it is ill-equipped or 
unable to tackle the problems facing the country with any degree of 
confidence. 

The first term and part of the second term ft the Compton Government 
in the sixties and early seventies were eventful and productive years, in the 


sense that it was adie to redress a number of situations ot despair. Since 
then the Government's performance has been a chequered one with the 
. engine seemingly having ran out of steam. 

Under the UWP, St. Lucia moved first to self government and 
independence, the single crop economy gave way to a tripod that put Si. 
Lucians to work in agriculture, industry and tourism. The world energy crisis 
set in but so well had the job been done that when it came St. Lucia found 
itself better able to withstand its shocks than many other countries in this 
region. It built up a massive infrastructure in all sectors thus laying the basis 
for a period of economic growth that remains unparalled m this country. 
Compton's frequent ciaim that St. Lucia became a model for the region was 
no exaggeration. notwithstanding the fact that serious problems remained. 

ronically, at the time when the UWP enjoys its biggest majority ever in 
parliament, it finds itseit struggling, almost uncertainty, in trying to restore a 
St. Lucia that has been battered in recent years both by the country’s own 
foolishness and a torrid international economic climate. The competence 
which it declared itself to possess to deal with the country’s problems in 
1982 has not been in evidence. 

While employment increases, the Government's biggest successes in 
the last two and a half years appears to be in the provision of certain 
essential social services, especially in the rural areas: Water, schools, health 
centres etc., which have brought relief to many. Tourism and agriculture too 
have shown healthy signs. 

it appears determined in its belief that the unemployment problem can 
only be solved with rureign assistance, a theory that deties ali sense Of logic. 
Overall. there appsars to be the need for some measure of purpose and 
aggression by the go vernment in its attempt to redress the problems of the 
society, if oniy to consolidate on what has already been achieved. 
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We are repeatedly bombarded with the accusations of wastage-in the 
public service. The Prime Minister has been ve.y vocal in pinpointing many 
ether practices, including some by persons in the private sector, that 
continue to deprive this country of millions of doifars yearly. Yet, the 
Government seems powerless to deal with these issues. 

Two and a halt years after the UWP’s return to office, trade unions in this 
country are still complaining of difficulties in seeking recognition to represent 
workers, and the Minister of Labour's frequent promises that legislation to 
deal with this situation, as well as such other sore points as workmen's com 
pensation continue to be elusive . 

There are signs that the foundation is now being laid for 2 new period of 
development. True, but while these pians are being formulated, existing 
piuoients are only Decoming worse. ANd none remains More critica: tnan that 
of putting more St. Lucians to work. And strategies to achieve this must be 
devised speedily, notwithstanding the tact that in the current period of 
economic crisis, Many Other countries in this region are far worse off than we 
are in St. Lucia. 

St. Lucians want to see greater dynamism in this UWP administration. 
They want to see firmness and aggression in redressing problems, and above 
all they want to see a new system of priorities and values in the government 
that would at least give them a feeling of hope in the future. ° 

This new approach is important not only to the economic sectors of the 
country, but in the social areas as well if we are to avert a serious calamity. 
The growing population, drug and alcohol abuse, sexual abuse of children are 
in need of urgent attention just as job creation, attracting investments and 
vigorously promoting tourism are. 

The problems in the Ministry of Education, the need to legislate greater 
protection and security for St. Lucian workers, and ensuring that job 
opportunities accrue first to nationals of this country (here one needs to 
question the effectiveness of the Work Permit Committee), are also crucial 
matters that must be addressed. 


 nere is still a massive job to be done by government in St. Lucua at this 
fime. That mantle’ now rests. with the UWP. It must show itself capable of 
carrying out the mandate tnat Decame its lot after May 1982. The UWP taces 
some major challenges in the St. Lucia of today which could determine its 
future acceptance as a serious and capable alternative to the two other 
parties. ‘It cannot continue to depend on the mistakes, shortcomings and 
failures of its opponents to make capita! of, even though such situations are 
enough to propel it into the seat of power. 

St. Lucia desperately needs dynamic government at this time. The UWP 
musi show itself able to fill that role or else disillusion a country that gave it 
such a lavish mandate. 


Compton Speech 


Castries THE VOICE in English 21 Nov 84 p l 


[Text] In spite of various difficulties, the economic prospects for St Lucia 
are today brighter than at any time since 1979. 


That's the word which Prime Minister John Compton left with party supporters 
at Anse La Raye last Sunday where his UWP was holding its annual convention. 


But Compton indicated that one of the factors which was threatening future 
progress in St Lucia was the island's high birth rate. He told the conven- 


tion: 


"We in this small island can definitely not feed 3,000 new mouths every 
year. Family planning must therefore be an important and integral part of 


our economic planning." 


Alongside population control, he said, there must be greater productivity, : 
reduction of waste, reduction of unnecessary consumption so that domestic 
savings can play its part in local productive investment, and public expendi- 


ture in wages and salaries must be contained. 
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Compton also said that St Lucia must allocate a portion of Government revenues 
to maintain and improve capital stock and St Lucians must so conduct them- 
selves that the island can once again become attractive in investors and 
visitors. 


Compton admitted once again that the struggle to get the economy moving 
again from "the ditch" in which it was thrown in 1979 has been “more diffi- 
cult than we had imagined.” 


To restart the engine of growth, he said, "we have had to resort to every 
stratagem and call upon the large reserves of goodwill which still exists 
for the Government of the United Workers’ Party in the international commu- 
nity." 


In a quick overview of the economy, Compton reported that after three vears 
of economic decline, the economy had now almost completely recovered from 
the ravages of Hurricane Allen in 1980 as well as the prolonged power 
struggle in the ill-fated Labour Party administration. 


He referred to the regional trade difficulties with Jamaica, Guyana and 
Trinidad and Tobago, adding that despite these, the economic prospects of 
St Lucia both in the short and in the medium term were brighter than at any 
time since 1979. 


On pending projects, Compton announced that lands at Dennery will be made 
available to farmers next year along the same lines as the successful Model 
Farms scheme at Roseau. Work on the West Coast highway linking Castries to 
Soufriere would start towards the latter part of 1985 while by 1986 work 
would start on the $100 million Roseau dam, the largest construction activity 
to be undertaken in St Lucia since the Hess project. 


Later this month, he said, work would begin on the Pointe Seraphin tourist 
facility in the Castries harbour while geothermal development at Soufriere 
would get underway towards the middle of next year. 


Compton said that water projects for Veiux Fort, Micoud, Castries and 
Soufriere and a number of rural settlements would begin during next year 
and some were now only awaiting the delivery of materials. A number of 
schools, health centres and multi-purpose centres would be constructed and 
the feeder road programme for another 20 miles of agricultural roads would 
continue. 


But Mr Compton again emphasised the need for the island to devise an educa- 
tion system that would meet the requirements of a newly independent nation 
about to enter the technological age. 


"Too much emphasis is still being given to the academically oriented 
approach rather than to technical, vocational and functional education. 
Too little attention is paid to skills which permit self employment.... 
he said. 








'87 Election Plans 
Castries THE VOICE in English 21 Nov 84 p i 


[Text] Prime Minister John Compton has indicated that he intends to lead 
his United Workers Party in the elections constitutionally due in 1987. 


Mr Compton was speaking of his own political future, at least weekend's 
convention of the UWP in Anse Ja Raye when he was honoured for 30 years of 
service to St Lucia as an M.P. 


He told party supporters: "Por these 30 years I have walked the political 
road, with hardly a private life, living always like a goldfish in a bowl, 
always open to public scrutiny and comment. And sometimes I yearn for 
less public life, for time to enjoy the comfort of my young family. 


"Rut I have put my shoulders to the wheel and I will not turn back until 
evening. For those who speculate as to my future, let me tell them now and 


— 


in no uncertain terms that Cod and Party willing, I intend to lead the 
United Workers Party to victory in the elections of 1987." 


Earlier in the day, Party Chairman Henry Giraudy told delegates that the 
convention should be regarded as the party's launching pad for the 1987 
general election campaign. 


Awards to Three 
Castries THE VOICE in English 21 Nov 84 p 2 


[Excerpt ] 


SERVING 





THE ruling United Workers’ Party 
(UWP) last Sunday formally paid 
tribute to three of its members for 
long service to the party, government 
and St. Lucia. 

But there were no lavish presenta- 
tion of gifts at Anse la Raye where 
hundreds of supporters got together 
for the party’s annual convention. 
instead, the three staiwarts: Prime 
Minister John Compton, Trade, 
industry and Tourism Minister 
George Mallet and Communications 
and Works Minister Allan Bousquet 
were honoured with simple bouquets 
of local flowers. 


Mr. Compton is currently in his 
30th year as a Member of Parliament, 
more than 17 of these.as head of the 
government. Mr. Mallet, who entered 
the Legislature in 1958 as a member 
of the defunct Peoples Progressive 
Party which merged with the 
National Labour Movement in 1964 to 
form the UWP, has held the 
portfolios of Trade, Industry and 
Tourism from 1964 to 1979, again 
from 1982 up to the present. Mr. 
Bousquet has been an M.P. for 23 
years serving in various Ministerial 
positions. 








Castries CRUSADER in Engl 


[Text ] 





PLP Organ's Criticism 


An abyssmally poor turnout for the U.W.P. 
Convention last Sunday at Anse La Raye 
endorsed the observations made by Guy 
Ellis in the last Weekend issue of the Voice 
of St. Lucia. Mr. Ellis observed that 


“U.W.P. Conventions have turned up little 


of any significance, even in times of party 
or national crisis. Tomorrow's may sadly 
go the same way”. How prophetic was Mr. 
Ellis on this countl 


The pretext for the Convention was the 
celebration of the twentieth year since the 
Party's inauguration and the honouring of 


Minister Compton's period of long service. 
Perhaps the thought that pervaded the 
minds of even U.W.P. Listeners wes the 
fac: that in thirty. years of political activity 
Prine Minister Cornpton hed increased his 
persons! wealth at 8 rate fac exceeding any 
improvement in the welfare of the average 
St. Lucian during the sare period of time. 
The Prime Minister has personally done 
well, out of politics. He served himself well, 
and this bald fact stands out at this 
particular period in our developrnent when 

the man-on-the-street is finding it harder to 
survive than at any other time in our 
political history. It is little cheer for St. 
Lucia’s jobless thronging the streets of all 
towns and villages to hear that our Prime 
Minister has served the country for thirty 
years leaving behind such visible evidence 
of neglect and unconcern for the poor. 
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Minister D’Auvergne’s feeble promotion of 
Honourable George Mallet’s record of 
service was pathetic to say the least. There 
was a total lack of credibility when Minister 
D’Auvergne described Minister Mallet as 
“principled and committed”. Prime 
Minister Compton himself smirked with 
amusement at the description. Of course 
the speaker neglected to identify what 
principles Mr. Mallet stood for and what or 
whom he was committed +o! The 
credibility of the whole exercise was 
endangered by the knowledge of the details 
of the Copragate Scandal and the suspicion 
that none of these principled and commit-- 
ted gentlemen with thirty years experience 
behind them would ever breathe a word 
about this affair in public. 


Hollis Bristol ted his best to look earnest 
and sincere when he presented Minister 
~Bousquet’s record of service. Most 
listeners and viewers sympathised with 
Minister Bousquet since the Minister's 
record on corruption has been comparative 
ly good. As a representative of his 
constituency he is unmatched but viewers 
couldn't help feeling that in terms of 
ministerial material the U.W.P. standard 
must have been very low if Allan Bousquet 
stood out so eminently. 


The Prime Minister's address was 8S 
predictable as death. There have been no 
surprises for many decades and it would 
have been madness to expect any variation. 
There was the usual excuse of bleming the 
previous administration for everything 
under the’sun. There was also a clumsy bit 
of footwork in praising the Executive of the 
'S.P. Unions for not embarrassing the 
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Government inthese trying times, but in 
the same breath he lashed out at the 
tank-ang-tile ot the Public Service accusing 
them of free-riding and laziness. He asked 


them to “Shape up or Ship Out” and 


threatened to restructure the Service 
shortly. The amazing irony was that the 
Ministers of Government were the most 
indolent and parasitic arm of the 
Government and certainly no example to 
the Civil Servants. Some Ministers are 
drawing monthly salaries and not turning 
up to office fer work. The Prime Minister 
accepts this behaviour in Ministers but is 
not prepared to tolerate smaller offences 


162 


- END - 


from Civil Servants. His praise for the 
Union Executives was no doubt intended to 
neutralise them from making such points 
on behalf of their membership. There is no 
reason why he should succeed in this bit of 
trickery. 


Two years ago Prime Minister Compton 
from his then Opposition perch called out 
to Prime Minister Louisy to “Shape up or 
Ship out”. Today the call is even more 
relevant to Prime Minister Compton himself 
who has failed miserably in providing any of 
the things he promised so glibly in 1962. !t 
is Compton now who must “SHAPE U 

OR SHIP OUT” 

















